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P R I O

ATTHEW prior is one of thofe

that have burft out from an obfcure

original to great eminence* He was born

July 21, 1664^ according to fome, at Win-^

burne in Dorfetfhire, of I know not what

parents ; others fay that he was the fon of a

Joiner of London : he was perhaps willing

enough to leave his birth unfettled *, in hope,

like Don Quixote, that the hiftorian of his

* The difiiculty of fettling Prior's birth-place is great. la

the regifler of his College he is called, at his admiffion by
the Prefident, Matthetv Frier of Winburn in Middkfex ; by
himfelf next day, Matthew Prior of Dor/etjhire, in which

county, not in Middlefex, Winborn., or Wimborne, as it

Hands in the fillare, is found. When he flood candidate for

his fellowfhip, five years afterwards, he was regiftered again

by himfelf as of Middle/ex. The laft record ought to be

preferred, becaufe it v/as made upon oath. It is obfervable,

that, as a native of Winborne, he is ftiled Filius Georgii Prior,

gineroji; not confiftently witli the common account of the

jneannefs of his birth.

Vol. Ill, B ai^tions



2 PRIOR.
actions might find him fome illuftrious alli-

ance.

He is fuppofed to have fallen, by his fa-

ther's death, into the hands of his uncle, a

vintner near Charing-crofs, who fent him

for fome time to Dr. Bufby at Weftminfter

;

but, not intending to give him any education

beyond that of the fchool, took him, when

he was well advanced in literature, to his own
houfe ; where the earl of Dorfet, celebrated

for patronage of genius, found him by chancCj

as Burnet relates, rerxiing Horace, and was

fo well pleafed with his proficiency, that he

undertook the care and cofl of his academical

education.

He entered his name in St. John's College

at Cambridge in 1682, in his eighteenth

year ; and it may be reafonably fuppofed that

he was diftinguifhed among his contempo-

raries. He became a Bachelor, as is ufual, in

four years ; and two years afterwards wrote

the poem on the Deity^ which llsnds firll in

his volume.

It is the eftablifhed practice of that College

to fend every y^ar to the earl of Exeter fome

poems
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"poems upon facred fubjeds^ in acknjowledg-

ment of a benefaction enjoyed by them from

the bounty of his anceftor. On this occafion

were thofe verfes written, which, though no-

thing is faid of their fuccefs, feem to have

recommended him to fome notice ; for his

praife of the countefs's mufic, and his Hnes

on the famous pidure of Seneca, afford rea-

fon for imagining that he was more or lefs

converfant with that family.

The fame year he publifhed the City Motife

and Country Monfe^ to ridicule Dryden's Hind

and Fanther^ in conjundiion with Mr. Mon-
tague. There is a ftory * of great pain fuf-

fered, and of tears fhed, on this occafion, by

Dryden, who thought it hard that an old man

Jhoidd hefo treated by thcfe to whom he had al-

ivays been civil. By tales like thefe is the

envy raifed by fuperior abilities every day

gratified : when they are attacked, every one

hopes to fee them humbled ; what is hoped

is readily believed, and what is believed is

confidently told. Dryden had been more ac-

cuftomed to hoftilities, than that fuch enemies

ihould break his quiet ; and if we can fuppofe

* Spence,

B 2 hira
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him vexed, It would be hard to deny him

fenfe enough to conceal his uneafniefs.

The City Moufe and Country Moufe procur-

ed its authors more folid advantages than the

pleafure of fretting Dryden ; for they were

both fpeedily preferred. Montague, indeed,

obtained the firft notice, with fome degree of

difcontent, as it feems, in Prior, who proba-

bly knew that his own part of the perform-

ance was the beft. He had not, however,

much reafon to complain ; for he came ta

London, and obtained fuch notice, that (in

1 691) he was fent to the Congrefs at The

Hague as fecretary to the embafTy. In this

affembly of princes and nobles, to which Eu^

rope has perhaps fcarcely feen any thing equal,

was formed the grand alliance againft Lewis ;

which at laft did not produce effects propor-

tionate to the magnificence of the tranfa6:ion.

The Gondu6t of Prior^ in this fplendid ini-

tiation into public bufmefsy was fo pleafmg to

king William, that he made him one of the

gentlemen of his bedchamber ; and he is fup-

pofed to have pafTed fome of the next years in

the quiet cultivation of literature and poetry.

The
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The death of Queen Mary (in 1695) pro-

duced a fubjedt for all the writers : perhaps

no funeral was ever fo poetically attended.

Dryden, indeed, as a man difcountenanced

and deprived, was filent ; but fcarcely any

other maker of verfes omitted to bring his

tribute of tuneful forrow. An emulation of

elegy was univerfal. Maria's praife was not

confined to the Englifh language, but fills a

great part of the Mtifie Anglicanc^,

Prior, who was both a poet and a courtier,

was too diligent to mifs this opportunity of re-

fpedt. He wrote a long ode, which was pre-

fented to the king, by whom it was not likely

to be ever read.

In two years he was fecretary to another

embafly at the treaty of Ryfwick (in 1697) >

and next year had the fame office at the court

of France, where he is faid to have been con-

fidered with great dillindion.

As he was one day furveying the apart-

ments at Verfailles, being fhewn the Vidories

of Lewis, painted by Le Brun, and aiked

B % whether
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whether the king of England's palace had

any fuch decorations ; The monuments of my

Mq/Iers a&ionSy faid he, are to befeen every"

where but in his oizm hoiife. The pidtures of

Le Brun are not only in themfelves fufficiently

oilentatiotis, but were explained by infcrip-

tions lo arrogant, that Boileau and Racine

thought it necelTary to make them more

iimple.

He was in the following year at Loo witlx

the king ; from whom, after a long audience,

he carried orders to England, and upon his

arrival became under-fecretary of ftate in the

earl of Jerfey's office ; a pofc which he did

not retain long, becaufe Jerfey was removed
5

but he was foon made commiffioner of Trade.

This year (1700) produced one of his

longeft and moft fplendid compofitions, the

Carmen Seculare^ m which he exhaufts all his

powers of celebration. I mean not to accufe

him of flattery ; he probably thought all that

he writ, and retained as maich veracity as

can be properly exa6ted from a poet pro-=

fefTedly encomiaflic. King William fuppli-

ed copious materials for either verfe or profe,

Ris
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His whole life had been action, and none

ever denied him the refplendent qualities of

fteady refolution and perfonal courage. He
was really in Prior's mind what he reprefents

him in his verfes ; he confidered him as a

hero, and was aceuflomed to fay, that he

praifed others in compliance with the falhion,

but that in celebrating 'king William he fol-

lowed his inclination. To Prior gratitude

would didate praife, which reafon would not

refufe.

Among the advantages to arife from the

future years of William's reign, he mentions

Societiesfor ufefiil Arts^ and among them

Some that with care true eloquence (hall teach.

And to juft idioms fix our doubtful fpeech ;

That from our writers diftant realms may know

The thanks we to our monarch owe.

And fchook profefs our tongue through every

land.

That has invok'd his aid, or blefs'd his hand.

Tickell, in his ProfpeEl of Peace^ has the

fame hope of a new academy ;

In happy chains our daring language bound.

Shall fport no more in arbitrary found.

B 4 Whether
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Whetlier the fimilitude of thofe paflages

which exhibit the fame thought on the fame

occafion proceeded from accident or imitation,

is not eafy to determine. Tickell might have

been impreifed with his exped:ation by Swift's

Fropofal for afcertainhig the Engl'ifiD Lan-

guagCy then lately publiihed.

In the parliament that met in 1701, he

was chofen reprefentative of Eaft Grinftead,

Perhaps it was about this time that he chang-

ed his party ; for he voted for the impeach-

ment of thofe lords who had perfuaded the

king to the Partition-treaty, a treaty in which

he had himfelf been mimfterially employed.

A great part of qUeen Anne's reign was a

time of war, in which there was little em-

ployment for negotiators, and Prior had

therefore leifure to make or to poliih verfes.

When the battle of Blenheim called forth all

the verfe-men, Prior, among the reft, took

care to fhew his delight in the increa,rii;ag ho-

nour of his country by an Epiftle to Boileau.

He pubiifhed, foon afterwards, a volume of

poems, with the encomiaftic charader of his

deceafed



PRIOR. 9

deceafed patron the duke of Dorfet : it began

with the College Exercife, and ended with the

Nut'hrown Maid.

The battle of Ramillies foon afterwards (in

1 706) excited him to another effort of poetry.

On this occafion he had fewer or lefs formi'^

dable rivals ; and it would be not eafy to name

any other compofition produced by that event

which is novy remembered.

Every thing has its day. Through tlife

reigns of William and Anne no profperous

event paffed undignified by poetryo In the

laft war, when France was difgraced and

overpowered in every quarter of the globe,

when Spain, coming to her affiftance, only

fhared her calamities, and the name of an

Englifhman was reverenced through Europe,

no poet was heard amidft the general acclama-

tion ; the fame of our counfellors and heroes

was intrufted to the Gazetteer.

The nation in time grew weary of the

war, and the queen grew weary of her mi*

nifters. The war was burdenfome, and the

minifters were infolent. Harley and his

friends
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friends began to hops that they might, by

driving the Whigs from court and from

power, gratify at once the queen and the peo-

ple. There was now a call for writers, who
might convey intelligence of paft abufes, and

ihew the wafte of public money, the unrea-

fonable Conduct of the Allies^ the avarice of ge-

nerals,_ the tyranny of minions, and the gene-

ral danger of approaching ruin.

For this purpofe a paper called the ^xa^

miner was periodically publifhed, written, as

it happened, by any w^it of the party, and

fometimes as is faid by Mrs. Manley. Some

are owned by Swift ; and one, in ridicule of

Garth's verfes to Godolphin upon the lofs of

his place, was written by Prior, and anfwer-

ed by Addifon, who appears to have known

the author either by conjecture or intelli-

gence.

The Tories, who were now in power, were

in hafte to end the war ; and Prior, being

recalled (1710) to his former employment of

making treaties, was fent (July 171 1) pri-

vately to Paris wdth propcfitions of peace.

He was remembered at the French court;

andj
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and, returning in about a montli, brought

with him the Abbe Gaultier, and IM. Mefna-

ger, a minifter from France, inveiled with full

powers.

Thistranfaction not being avowed, INIackay

the mafter of the Dover packet-boat, either

zealonily or ofHciouily, feized Prior and his

afibciates at Canterbury. It is eafily fuppofed

that thev were fcon releafecii

The negotiation was begun at Prior's houfe,

where the Queen's minifters met Mefnager

(September 20, 171 1), and entered privately

upon the great bufmefs. The importance of

Prior appears from the mention made of him

by St. John in his Letter to the Queen,

" My Lord Treafurer moved, and all my
" Lords were of the fame opinion, that A'Ir.

" Prior Ihculd be added to thofe who are

" empowered to fign ; the reafon for which
*^ is, becaufe he, having perfonally treated

" with Monfieur de Torcy, is the beft wit-
*' nefs we can produce of the fenfe in which
*• .the general preliminary engagements are

^* entered into: befides which, as he is the

« befl
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" beft verfed in matters of trade of all your
" Majefty's fervants who have been trufted

" in this fecret, if you Ihall think fit to em-^

" ploy him in the future treaty of* commerce,
"

it will be of confequence that he has been
*' a party concerned in concluding that con-

" vention, which mull be the I'ule of this

"treaty.'*

The aflembly of this important night was

in fome degree clandeftine, the defign of

treating not being yet openly declared, and,

when the Whigs returned to power, was

aggravated to a charge of high treafon

;

though, as Prior remarks in his imperfect

anfwer to the Report of the Committee of Se-

crecy^ no treaty ever was made without private

interviews and preliminary difcuflions.

My bufinefs is not the hiftory of the peace,

but the life of Prior. The conferences began

at Utrecht on the firft of January (171 1- 12),

and the Englifh plenipotentiaries arrived

on the fifteenth. The minifters of the dif-

ferent potentates conferred and conferred ; but

the peace advanced fo flowly, that fpeedier

methods were founid necefTary, and Boling-

broke
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broke was fent to Paris to adjuft dlfFerences

with lefs formality ; Prior either accompanied

him or followed him ; and after his departure

had the appointments and authority of an

ambaflador, though no public charad:er.

By fome miftake of the Queen's orders'

the court of France had been difgufted ; and

Bolingbroke fays in his Letter, " Dear Mat,
'' hide the nakednefs of thy countrj^-, and
*' give the beft turn thy fertile brain will fur-

" nifh thee with to the blunders of thy coun-
'' trymen, who are not much better politi-

" cians than the French are poets."

Soon after the duke of Shrewfbury went on

a formal embafly to Paris. It is related by

Boyer, that the intention was to have joined

Prior in the fame commillion, but that

Shrewfbury refufed to be afTociated with a

man fo meanly born. Prior therefore con-

tinued to a(5t without a title till the duke re-

turned next year to England, and then he af-

fumed the ftyle and dignity of embalTador,

But, while he continued in appearance a

private man, he was treated with confidence

7 by



by Lewis, who fent him with a letter to the

Queen, written in favour of the eledor of

Bavaria. " I fhall expea," fays he, " with

" impatience, the return of Mr. Prior, whofe

" conduct is very agreeable to me." And

while the Duke of Shrewibuiy was ftill at

Paris, Bolingbroke wrote to Prior thus

:

*' Monfieur de Torcy has a confidence in

" you ; make ufe of it, once for all,, upon

" this occafion, and convince him thoroughly,

" that we muft give a different turn tp our

" parliament and our people, according ta

" their refolution at this crifis.'*

Prior's public dignity and Iplendour com-

menced in Augufl 17 1 3, and continued till

the Auguft following ; but I am afraid that,

according to the ufual fate of greatnefs, it

was attended vv^ith fome perplexities and mor-

tifications. He had not all that is ciiilom-

arily given to ambaffadors : he hints to the

Queen, in an imperfect poem, that he hadT

no fervice of plate ; and it appeared, by the

debts which he contraded, thac his ren^t-

tances were not punctually made.

9 On
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On the firfl of Augufl 17 14, enfued the

downfall of the Tories and the degradation

of Prior. He was recalled ; but was not able

to return, being detained by the debts which

he had found it neceffary to contract, and

which were not difcharged before March,

though his old friend Montague was now at

the head of the treafury.

He returned then as foon as he could, and

was welcomed oh the 25th of March by a

warrant, but was, however, fuffered to live

in his own houfe, under the cuftody of the

meffenger, till he w^is examined before a

committee of the Privy Council, of which
Mr. AValpole was chairman, and lord Co-
ningfby, Mr. Stanhope, and Mr, Lechmere,

were the principal interrogators^ who, in this

examination, of which there is printed an

account not unentertaining, behaved with the

boifteroufnefs of men elated by recent au-

thority. They are reprefented as ailiing

queftions foraetimes vague, fometimes infidi-

ous, and writing anfwers different from thqfe

which they received. Prior, however, feems

to have been overpowered by their turbu-

lence ; for he confefles that he iignsd wha'c^

i£
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if he had ever come before a legal judicature,

he fliould have contradided or explained

away. The oath was adminiftered by Bof-

cawen, a Middlefex juftice, who at laft was

going to write his atteftation on the wrong

lide of the paper.

They were very induftrious to find fome

charge againll Oxford, and afked Prior, with

great earnellnefs, who was prefent when the

preliminary articles were talked of or figned

at his houfe ? He told them, that either the

earl of Oxford or the duke of Shrewfbury

was abfent, but he could not remembct

which ; an anfwer which perplexed them,

becaufe it fupplied no accufation againft

either. " Could any thing be more abfurd,"

fays he, " or tnore inhuman, than to propofe

*' to me a queftion, by the anfwering of

*' which I might, according to them,

*' prove myfelf a traitor ? And notwithftand-

" ing their folemn promife, that nothing

'* which I could fay Ihould hurt myfelf, I

" had no reafon to trufl them : for they vio-

** lated that promife about five hours after.

** However, I owned I was there prefent.

" Whether
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** Whether this was wifely done or no, I

" leave to my friends to determine*"

When he had figned the paperj he was told

by Walpole, that the committee were not fa-

tisfied with his behaviour, nor could give fuch

an account of it to the Commons as might me-

rit favour; and that they now thought a

ilrider confinement neceffary than to his own

houfe. " Here" fays he, " Bofcawen played

" the moraliftj and Coningfby the chriftiaUj

" but both very atikwardly." The meifenger,

in whofe cuftody he was to be placed, was

then called, and very decently alked by Co-

ningfby, if his houfe was fecured by bars and

holts f The meffenger anfwered, ISlo, with

aftoniihment ; at which Coningfby very an-

grily faid, Sir^ you mifi feciire this prifoner ;

it is for the fafety of the nation : if he efcape^

.you fdall nnfwerfor it.

They had already printed their report ; and

in this examination were endeavouring to find

proofs.

He continued thus confined for fome time

;

and Mr. Walpole (JuneiOj 1715) moved for

Vol. UL C an
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an impeachment againfi Kim. What made

him fo acrimonious does not appear : he was

by nature no thirfter for blood.- Prior was a

week after committed to clofe cuftody, with

orders that no perfonJldould be admitted to fee

him without lea^oefiom the Speaker,

When, two year^ after, an Kdi of Grace

was paifed, he was excepted, and continued

Hill in cuftody, which he had made lefs te-

dious by writing his Alma, He was, however,

foon after difcharged.

He had now his liberty, biit he had no-

thing elfe. Whatever the profit of his em-

ployments might have been, he had always

ipent it ; and at the age of fifty-three was,

with all his abilities, in danger of penury,

having "yet no folid revenue but from the

fellov/ihip of his college, which, when in his

exaltation he v/as cenfured for retaining it,

he faid, he could live upon at laft.

Being however generally known and es-

teemed, he was encouraged to add other

poems to thofe v/hich he had printed, and to

publiih them by fubfcription. The expedient

fucceeded
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fucceeded by the induftry of many friends,

who circulated the propofals *', and the care

of feme, who, it is faidj withheld the money

from him, left he lh.ould fquander it. The
price of the volume was two guineas ; the

whole cblledion was four thoufand ; to which

lord Harley, the fon of the earl of Oxford,

to whom he had invariably adhered, added

an equal fum for the purehafe of Down-hall^

Ivhich Prior was to enjoy during life, and

Harley after his deceafe»

He had noWj what wits and philofophers

have often wifhed, the power of palling the

day in contemplative tranquillity. But it

feems that bufy men feldom live long in a

ftate of quiet. It is not unlikely that his

health declined. He complains of deafnefs
;

Jor^ fays he, I took little cars ofmy ears 'while

1 was not Jure if my head was my owfi.

Of any occurrences in his remaining life

I have found no account. In a letter to

Swift, " I have," fays he, " treated lady Har-
" riot at Cambridge. A Fellow of "a College

" treat ! and fpoke verfes to her in a goWn
" and cap ! What, the plenipotentiary, fo far

* Swift obtained many fubfcriptions for hiiii in Ireland.

C 2 " concerned
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" concerned in the damned peace at Uttecht I

*' the man that makes up half the volume of
" terfe profe, that makes up the report or
*' the Gommittecj fpeaking verfes ! Sic eji^

*' homo fiimr

He died at Wimpole^ a feat of the earl of

Oxford, on the eighteenth of September 1721,

and was buried in Weftminfter ; where on a

monument, for which, as the loft piece of
human vanity^ he left five hundred pounds, is

engraven this epitaph

:

Sui Temporis Hlltoriam meditahtij

Paulatim obrepens Febris

Operi fimul & Vitas filum abrupit,

Sept. 18. An* Dom, 1721. ^tat. 57*

H. S. E.

Yir Eximius

Sereniflimis

Regi GuLiELMo Reginseque Mari^
In Congreffione Foederatorum

HagSE anno 1690 celebrata,

Deinde Magns Britannise Legatis

Tum lis.

Qui anno 1697 Pacem Ryswicki confeceruntj

Tum iis.

Qui apud Gallos annis proximis Legationem oblerunt j

' Eodem etiam anno 1697 in Hibernia

Secret
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SSICRETARIUS ;

Nec non in utroque Honorabili confeffu

Eorum,

Qui anno 1700 ordinandis Comnnercii negotiis^

Quique anno 171 1 dirigendis Portorii rebus,

Prsefidebant,

COMMISSIONARIUS 5

Poftremo

Ab Anna
FeliciiTims memorise Regina

Ad LuDovicuM XIV. Gallic Regem
Miffus anno 17 11

De Pace ftabilienda,

(Pace etiamnum durante

Piuque ut boni jam omnes fperant duratura)

Cum fumma poteftate Legatus.

MATTHiEUS PRIOR Armiger;

Qui

Hos omnes, quibus cumulatus eft, Ticulos

Humanitatis, Ingenii, Eruditionis laude

Superavit -,

Cui enim nafcenti faciles arriferant Mufe.

Hunc Puerum Schola hie Regia perpolivit j

Juvenem in Collegio Sti. Johannis

Cantabrigia optimis Scientiis inltruxit

;

Virum denique auxit 5 &: perfecit

Multa cum viris Principibus confuetudo

;

Ita natus, ita inftitutus,

A Vatum Choro avelli nunquam potuit,

Sed folebat fepe rerum Civilium gravitateni

Amoeniorum Literarum Studiis condire :

C 3 l^t
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Et cum omne adeo Poetices genus

Haud infeliciter tentaret.

Turn in Fabellis concinne lepideque texendi^

Mil us Artifex

Neminem habuit parem.

Haec liberalis animi obledlamenta

;

Quana niillo Ilii labore conftiterint.

Facile li perfpexere, quibus ufus eft Amici

;

Apud quos Urbanitatum & Leporum pler.u^

Cum ad rem, quaecunque forte inciderat,

Apre varie copiofeque alluderet,

Interea nihil qiisfitum, nihil vi exprefTum

Videbaturj

Sed omnia ulcro eiBuere,

j^tquafi jugi e fonte affatim exuberarCj

Ita Suos tandem dubios reliquit,

ElTetne in Scriptis, Poeta Elegantior,

An in Conviclu, Comes Jucundior.,

Of Prior, eminent as he was, both by his

abilities and ftatioii, very few memorials have

been left by his contemporaries ; the account

therefore muft now be deftitute of his private

character and familiar practices. Ele lived at

a time when the rage of party ^.eteded all

v/hich it was any man's; intereft to .hide ; and

as little ill is heard of Prior, it is certain that

not much was known. He was not afraid of

provoking cenfure 5
' for when he forfook the

WhigSj,
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Whigs *, under v^^hofe patronage he firfl en-

tered the world, he became a Tory £0 ardent

and determinate, that he did not willingly

confort with men of difTerent opinions. He
was one of the fixteen Tories who met vveekly,

and agreed to addrefs each other by the title

of Brother ; and feems to have adhered, not

only by conciirrence of political defigns, but

by peculia]- j|fFe6:ion, to the earl ofOxford and

his family, With how much confidence he

was truft^d, has been already told.

He was however, in Pope's * opinion, fit.

only to make verfes, and lefs qualified for

bufmefs than Addifon himfelfi This Vv^as

furely faid without cpnfideration. Addifon,

exalted to a high place, was forced into degra-

dation by the fenfe of his own incapacity

;

Prior, who was employed by rnen very capa--

ble of eftimating his value, having been fecre-

tary to one embafly, had, when great abilities

\yere again wanted, the fame ofiice another

time ; and was, after fo much experience of his

knowlege and dexterity, at laft fent to tranfa(5l:

a negotiation in the higheft degree arduous

4nd important ; for which he was qviali-

* Spence.

C 4 fiedjj



24 PRIOR.
fled, among other requifites, in the opinion of

Bolingbroke, by his influence upon the French

minifter, and by fkill in queilions of commerce

above other men,

Of his behaviour in the lighter parts of life,

it is too late to get much intelligence. One

of his anfwers to a boaftful Frenchman has

been related, and to an impertinent he made

another equally proper, During his embafly^

he fat at the opera by a man, who, in his rap-

ture, accompanied with his 6wn voice theprin-'

cipal fmger. Prior fell to railing at the per-

former with all the terms of reproach that he

could colle*^!:, till the Frenchman, ceafmg from

his fong, began to expoftulate with him for

his harfh cenfure of a man who was confefTedly

the ornament of the ftage. " I know all

^' that," fays the ambafiador, ^^ mats il chajiteji

^^ haiit^ qusje nefgaurois voiis entendreJ"*

In a gay French company, where every one

fung a little fong or ftanza, of which the bur-

den "^2,^^ B.anmjJo7is la Melancbolie ; when it

came to his turn to fmg, after the performance

of a young lady that fat next him, he produced

thefe extemporary linesj

Mai^
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Mais celle voix, et ces beaux yeux.

Font Cupidon trop dangereux,

Et je fuis triiie quand je crle

Bannifions la Melancholie.

Tradition reprefents him ias willing to de-'

fcend from the dignity of the poet and the

itatefman to the low delights ofmean company.

His Chloe probably xvas fometimes ideal ; but

the woman with whom he cohabited was a

defpicable drab ^^ of the loweft fpecies. One

of his wenches, perhaps Chloe, while he was

abfent from his houfe, ftole his plate, and ran

away; as was related by a woman who had

been his fervant. Of this propenfity to fordid

converfe I have feen an account fo ferioufly

ridiculous, that it feenas to deferve infertion
"f*.

" I have been aflured that Prior, after hav-

* ing fpent the evening with Oxford, Boling-

" broke, Pope, and Swift, would go and fmoke
*' a pipe, and drink a bottle of ale, with a

" common foldier and his wife, in Long-
*' Acre, before he went to bed ; not from any
*? remains of the lownefs of his original, as

" one faid, but, I fuppofe, that his faculties

* Spence,
-f

Richardfoniana.

" —Strained



^6 PRIOR.
" —Strain'd to the height,

" In that celeftial colloquy fublimej

'* Dazzled and fpent, I'unk down, and fought

" repair,"

Poor Prior ! why was he ioJirained^ and in

fiich want of repair^ after a converfation with

men not, in the opinion of the world, much

wifer^than himfelf ? But fuch are the conceits

of fpeculatifts, Mvhojirain \h€\xfaculties to find

in a mine what lies upon the furface.

• His opinions, fofar as the means ofjudging

are left us, feem to have been right ; but his

Kfe was, it feems, irregular, negligent, and

fenfual.

PRIOR
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PRIOR has written with great variety,

and his variety has made him popular. He
has tried all ftyles, from the grotefque to the

folemn, and has not fo failed in any as to in-

cur derifion or difgrace.

His works may be diftindlly confidered as

compriiing Tales, Love-verfes, Ocealiona|

Poems, Alma, and Solomon.

His Tales have obtained general approbation,

being written with great familiarity and great

fpritelinefs : the language is eafy, but feldom

grofs, and the numbers fmooth, without ap-

pearance of care, Of thefe Tales there are

only four. The Ladle ; which is introduced

by a Preface, neither neceffary nor pleafmg,

neither grave nor merry. Paulo Piirgantt ;

which has likewife a Preface, but of more va-

lue than the Tale. Hans Carvel^ not over-

decent ; and Protogenes and Apelles, an old

Hory, mingled, by an affectation not difagree-

ablcj with moderu images. The Toung Gen^

tkman
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tleman hi Love has hardly a juft claim to the

title of a Tale, I know not whether he be

the original author of any Tale which he has

given us. The Adventure of Hans Carvel has

paffed through many fucceffions ofmerry wits;

for it is to be found in Ariofto's Satires, and is

perhaps yet older. But the merit of fuch

llories is the art of telling them.

In his Amorous EfFufions he is lefs happy

;

for they are not dictated by nature or by

paffion, and have neither gallantry nor ten-'

dernefs. They have the coldnefs of Cowley,

without his wit, the dull exercifes of a fkilful

terfifyer, refolved at all adventures to write

fomething about Chloe, and trying to be a-

morous by dint of ftudy. His fictions there-

fore are mythological. Venus, after the ex-

ample of the Greek Epigram, afks when flie

was feen naked and bathing. Then Cupid is

miftaken ; then Cupid is difarmed\ then he lofes

his darts to Ganymede; then yiipiter fends him

a fufhiiions by Mercury, Then Chloe goes

a-huntiiig, with an ivory quiver graceful at her

fde; Diana miftakes her for one of her

nymphs, and Cupid laughs at the blunder.

AH' this is furely defpicable ; and even when

he
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he tries to a6t the lover, without the help of

gods or goddeffes, his thoughts are unaiTedting

or remote. He talks not like a man of this

'world.

The greateftof allhis amorous eflays is Henry

and Emma; a dull and tedious dialogue, which

excites neither efteem for the man nor tender-

nefs for the woman. The example of Emma,
who refolves to follow an outlawed murderer

wherever fear and guilt fhall drive him,

deferves no imitation ; and the experiment

by which Henry tries the lady's conftancy, is

fuch as muft end either in infamy to her, or

in difappointment to himfelf*

His occafional Poems neceffarily lofl part

of their value, as their occafions, being lefs re-

membered, raifed lefs emotion. Some of

them, however, are preferved by their inhe-*

rent excellence. The buriefque of Boileau^s

Ode on Namur has, in fome parts, fuch airi^-

nefs and levity as will always procure it read^

ers, even among thofe who cannot compare
it with the original. The Epiftle to Boileau

is not fo happy. The Poems to the King are

5 now
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now perufed only by young ftudents, who reati

merely that they may learn to write ; and of

the Carme?z Seculare^ I cannot but fufped: that

I might praife or cenfure it by caprice, w^ithr

out danger of detedion ; for who can be fup-

pofed to have laboured through it ? Yet the

time has been when this neglected work wa«

fo popular, that it was tranflated into Latin by

no common mailer.

His Poem on the battle of Ramillies is ne-

ceiTarily tedious by the form of the ftanza : an

uniform mafs of ten lines, thirty-five times

repeated, inconfequential and flightly con-

neded, muft weary both the ear and the un-

derftanding. His imitation of Spenfer, which

confifts principally in Injoeen and Iwest, with-

out excluficn of later niodes of fpeech, makes

his poem neither ancient nor modern. His

mention of Mars and Bellona, and his com-

parifon of Marlborough to the Eagle that bears

the thunder oi yupiter^ are all puerile and un-

afFeding; and yet more defpicable is the long

tale told by Lewis in his defpair, of Brute and

^roynovante^ and the teeth of Cadmus^ with

his fuTkilies of the raven and eagle^ and wolf

and
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and Hon. By the help of fuch eafy fidions,

'and vulgar topicks, without acquaintance with

life, and without knowledge of art or nature,

a poem of any length, cold and lifelefs like

this, may be eafily written on any fubjed.

In his Epilogues to Phadra and to Lucius^ he

is very happily facetious ; but in the Pro-

logue before the Queen, the pedant has found

his way, with Minerva, Perfeus, and Andro-

meda.

His Epigrams and lighter pieces are, like

thofe of others, fometimes elegant, fometimes

trifling, and fometimes dull ; among the bell

are the Camelion^ and the epitaph on yohn and

yoaii*

Scarcely any one of our poets has written

fo much, and tranflated fo little : the verfion

of Callimachus is fufficiently licentious ; the

paraphrafe on St. Paul's Exhortation to Cha-

rity is eminently beautiful.

Alma is written in profefled imitation of

Hudibras, and has at ieafl one accidental re-

femblance \ Hudibras wants a plan, becaufe it

is
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is left Imperfed ; Alma is imperfed, becaufe

it feems never to have had a plan. Prior ap-i

pears not to have propofed to himfelf any drift

or defign, but to have written the cafual didates

of the prefent moment.

What Horace faid when he imitated Luci-

lius, might be faid of Butler by Prior, his

numbers were not fmooth or neat : Prior ex-

celled him in verfification, but he was, like

Horace, invejifore mi?2or ; he had not Butler's

exuberance of matter and variety of illuftra-

tion. The fpangles of wit which he could af-

ford, he knew how to polilh ; but he wanted

the bullion of his mafter. Butler pours out

a negligent profufiOn, certain of the w^eight^

but carelefs of the ilamp. Prior has compara-

tively little, but with that little he makes a

fine fhew. Alma has many admirers, and was

the only piece among Prior's works of which

Pope faid that he fhould wifh to be the authon

Solomo?i is the work to which he entrufted

the protedicn of his name, and w^hich he ex-

pected fucceeding ages to regard with venera-^

tion. His affedion was natural ; it had un-

doubtedly been written with great labour^ and

who
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who IS willing to think that he has been la-

bouring in vain ? He had infufed into it much
knowledge and much thought ; had often po-

lifhed it to elegance, often dignified it w^th

fplendour, and fometimes heightened it to fub-

limity : he perceived in it many excellences,

and did not difcover that it wanted that with-

out which all others are of fmall avail, the

power of engaging attention and alluring

curioiity-i

Tedioufnefs is the moll fatal of all faults

;

negligences or errors are fingle and local, but

tedioufnefs pervades .the whole ; other faults

are cenfured and forgotten, but the power of

tedioufnefs propagates itfelf. He that is weary

the firfl; hour, is more weary the fecond ; as

bodies forced into motion, contrary to their

tendency, pafs more and more flowly through

every fucceffive interval of fpace.

tJnhappily this pernicious failure is that

which an author is leaft able to difcover. We
iare feldom tirefome to ourfelves ; and the a6t

of compofition fills and delights the mind with

change of language and fucceffion of images ;

every couplet when produced is new, and

iiovelty is the great lource of pleafure. Per-

VoL. III. D haps
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liaps no man ever thought a Une fuperfluotis

when he firft wrote it, or contracted his work

till his ebullitions of invention had iubfided.

And even if he fhould controul his defire of im-

mediate renown, and keep his work nine years

unpublifhed, he will be ftill the author^ and ftill

in danger of deceiving himfeli ; and if he con-

fults his friends,, he will probably find men
who have more kindnefs than judgement, or

more fear to offend than defire to inftrud:.

The tedioufnefs of this poem proceeds not

from the uniformity of the fubjed:, for it is

fufficiently diyerfified, but from the continued

tenour of the narration ; in which Solomon re-

lates the fucceffive viciffitudes of his own mind^

without the intervention of any other fpeaker,

or the mention of any other agent, unlefs it be

Abra \ the reader is only to learn what he

thought, and to be told that he thought wrong*

The event of every experiment is forefeen, and

therefore the proeefs is not much regarded^

Yet the w^ork is far from deferving to be

neglected He that Ihall perufe it will be able

to mark many paffages,' to which he may re-

cur for initrudion or delight ; many from

wrhich the poet may learn to write, and the

philofopher to reaforw

If
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if Prior's poetry be generally conflderedj

his praife will be that of corredtnefs and in-

duftry, rather than of compafs of comprehen-

(ion, or adivity of fancy. He never made

any effort of invention : his greater pieces are

only tiffues of common thoughts 5 and his

fmaller, which confift of light images or fmgle

conceits, are not always his own. I have

traced him among the French Epigrammatifts,

and have been informed that he poached for

prey among obfcure authors. The 'Thief and

the Cordelier is, I fuppofe, generally confider-

ed as an original production ; with hovir much
juftice this Epigram may tell,which was written

by Georgius SabinUs, a ^poet now little known
or read, though once the friend of Luther and

Melandthon

:

.

De Sacerdote Furem confolante*

Quidam facrificus furem comitatus euntem

Hue ubi dat fontes carnificina neci.

Ne fis mceftus, ait j fummi conviva Tonantis

Jam cum coelitibus (fi' modo credis) eris*

lUe gemens, fi vera mihi folatia prsebes,

Hofpes apud fuperos fis meus oro^ refert.

Sacrificus contra j mihi non convivia fas eft

Ducere, jejunans hac cdo luce nihil.

D 2 . What
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What he has valuable he owes to his dili-

gence and his judgement. His diligence has

juftly placed him amongft the moft correct

of the Englilh poets ; and he was one of the

firft that refolutely endeavoured at corrednefs.

He never facrifices accuracy to hafte, nor in-

dulges himfelf in contemptuous negligence,

or impatient idlenefs ; he has no carelefs lines,

or entangled fentiments ; his words are nicely

feledted, and his thoughts fully expanded. If

this part of his charader fuffers any abate-

ment, it muft be from the difproportion of

his rhymes, which have not always fufficient

confonance, and from the admiffion of broken

lines into his Solomon ; but perhaps he thought,

like Cowley, that hemiftichs.ought to be ad-

mitted into heroic poetry.

He had apparently fuch re6:itude ofjudge-

ment as fecured him from every thing that

approached to the ridiculous or abfurd ; but

as laws operate in civil agency not to the

excitement of virtue, but the repreffion of

wickednefs, fo judgement in the operations of

intelied: can hinder faults, but not produce

excellence. Prior is never low, nor very

often fablime* It is faid by Longinus of

Euripidesy
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Euripides, that he forces himfeif fometimes

into grandeur by violence of effort, as the

lion kindles his fury by the lallies of his own.

tail. Whatever Prior obtains above medi-

ocrity feems the effort of ftruggle and of toil.

He has many vigorous but few happy lines

;

he has every thing by purchafe, and nothing

by gift.; he had no nightly vifitations of the

Mufe, no infulions of fentiment or felicities

qf fancy.

His ditflion, however, is more his own
than that of any among the fucceflbrs of

Dryden ; he borrows no lucky turns, or com-

modious modes of language, from his prede-

ceffors. His phrafes are original, but they

are fometimes harfh ; as he inherited no ele-

gances, none has he bequeathed. His ex-

prelfion has every mark of laborious ftudy

;

the Ijne feldom feems to have been formed at

once ; the words did not come till they were

called, and were then put by conftraint into

their places, where they do their duty, but

do it fullenly. In his greater compofitions

there may be found more rigid ftatelinefs than

graceful dignity.

D ^ Of
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Of verfification he was not negligent i

what he received from Dryden he did not

lofe ; neither did he increafe the difficulty of

writing, by unneceffary feverity, but ufes

Triplets and Alexandrines without fcruple.

In his Preface to Solomon he propofes fome

improvements, by extending the fenfe from

one couplet to another, with variety of paufes.

This he has attempted, but without fuccefs

;

his interrupted lines are unpleafmg, and his

fenfe as lefs diilinQ; is lefs flriking.

He has altered the Stanza of Sperifer, as a

houfe is altered by building another in its place

of a di5*erent form. With how little refem-

blance he has formed his new Stanza to that

of his mafcer, thefe fpecimens will Ihew,

SPENSER.

She flying fail from heaven's hated face.

And from the world that her difcover'd wide^

Fled to the wafleful wildernefs apace.

From living eyes her open fhame to hide.

And lurk'd in rocks and caves long nnefpy'd.

But that fair crew of knights, and Una fair.

Did in that caftle afterwards abide.

To reft themfelves, and weary powers repair.

Where (lore they found of ^11, that dainty was and

rare,

PRIOR.
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PRIOR.

To the clofe rock the frighted raven flies.

Soon as the rifing eagle cuts the air

:

The fhaggy wolf iinfeen and trembling lies.

When the hoarfe roar proclaims the lion near.

Ill-ftarr'd did we our forts and lines forfake.

To dare our Britifh foes to open fight

:

Our conquell we by ftratagem fhould make :

Our triumph had been founded in our flight.

*Tis ours, by craft and by furprife to gain :

'Tis theirs, to meet in arms, and battle in the

plain.

By this new ftru£lure of his lines he has

avoided difficulties ; nor am I fure that he

has loft any of the power of pleafmg ; but he

no longer imitates Spenfei*.

Some of his poems are written without re-

gularity of meafunes ; for, when he com-

menced poet, we had not recovered from our

Pindarick infatuation ; but he probably lived

to be convinced that the efTence of verfe is

order and confonance.

r> 4 pis
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His numbers are fuch as mere diligence

may attain ; they feldom offend the ear, and

feldom footh it ; they commonly want airi-

nefs, Hghtnefs, and facility ; what is fmooth,

is not foft. His verfes always roll, but they

feldom How.

A furvey of .the life and writings of Prior

may exemplify a fentence which he doubtlefs

underftood well, when he read Horace at his

uncle's ; the veffel long retains the /cent which

itjirjl receives. In his private relaxation he

revived the tavern, and in his amorous pe-

dantry he exhibited the college. But on

higher occalions, and nobler fubje^ts, when

habit was overpowered by the neceffity of re-:

|le6tion, he wanted not wifdom as a ftatefmanj

nor elegance as a poet.

CON-
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Ti;rlLLIAM CONGREVE defcended

from a family in StafFordfhire, of fo

great antiquity that it claims a place among

the few that extend their line beyond the

Norman Conqueft ; and was the fon of Wil-

liam Congreve, fecond fon of Richard Con-

greve of Congreve and Stratton. He vifited,

once at leaf!:, the refidence of his anceftors ; and,

I believe, more places than one are ftill fhewn,

in groves and gardens, where he is related to

have written his Old Batchelor*

Neither the time nor place of his birth are

certainly known : if the infcription upon his

monument be true, he was born in 1672.

For the place ; it was faid by hiiifelf that he

owed his nativity to England, a; id by every

body elfe that he was born in Ireland. South-

ern



42 C O N G Pv E V E.

ern mentioned Mm with fliarp cenfure, as

a man that meanly difowned his native

country. The biographers affign his nativity

to Bardfa, near Leeds in YorKlliire, from the

account given by himfelf, as they fuppofe, to

Jacob.

To foubt whether a man of eminence

has toldithe truth about his own birth, is, in

appearance, to be very deficient in candour

;

yet nobody can Uve long without knowing

that falxehoods of convenience or vanity,

falfehoods from which no evil imm.ediately

vifible enfues, except the general degradation

of human teftimony, are very lightly uttered,

and once uttered, are fullenly fupported,

Boileau, who defired to be thought a rigorous

and fteady moralift, having told a petty lie to

Lewis XIV. continued it afterwards by falfe

dates ; thinking himfelf obliged in honour^ fays

his admirer, to maintain what, when he faid

it, was fo well received,

Wherever Congreve was born, he was edu-

cated firft at Kilkenny, and afterwards at

Dublin, his father having fome military em-^

ployment that Itationed him in Ireland : but

after
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after having pafled through the ufual prepa-

ratory ftudies, as may be reafonably fuppofed

with great celerity and fuccefs, his father

thought it proper to affigu him a profeffion,

by which fomething might be gotten ; and

about the time of the Revolution fent him,

at the age of fixteen, to ftudy law in the

Middle Temple, where he lived for feveral

years, but with very little attention to Sta-

tutes or Reports.

His difpofition to become an author ap-

peared very early, as he very early felt that

force of imagination, and poflefled that co-

pioufnefs of fentiment, by which intellectual

pleafure can be given. His iiril performance

was a novel, called Incognita^ or Love and

Duty reconciled : It is praifed by the biogra-

phers, who quote fome part of the preface,

that is indeed, for fuch a time of life, un-

commonly judicious* I v^puld rather praife

it than read it,
*

His firft dramatick labour was the Gld

Batchelor ; of which he fays, in his defence

againft Collier, " that comedy was written,

" as feveral know, fome years before it

4 " v/as
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" was a6ted. When I wrote it, I had little

* thoughts of the ftage ; but did it, to amufe
** myfelf, in a flow recovery from a fit of
" ficknefs. Afterwards, through my indif-

'^ cretion, it was feen, and in fome little time

*' more it was adled ; and I, through the re-

" mainder of my indifcretion, fuffered myfelf
'* to be drawn in, to the profecution of a

" difficult and thanklefs ftudy, and to be in-?

'' volved in a perpetual war with knaves and
^' fools,"

There feems to be a ftrange affectation in

ai^thors of appearing to have done every

thing by chance. The Old Batchelor was

written for ainufement, in the languor of

convalefcence. Yet it is apparently compofed

with great elaboratenefs of dialogue, and in-

cefTant ambition of wit. The age of the

writer confidered, it is indeed a very wonder^

ful performance ; for, whenever written, it

was a£ted (1693) when he was not more

than twenty-one years old; and was then re-

commended by Mr. Dryden, Mr. Southern,

and Mr. Maynwaring. Dryden faid that he

never had feen fuch a firft play ; but they

found it deficient in fome things requifite to

the
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tiie fuccefs of its exhibition, and by their

greater experience fitted it for the ilage*

Southern ufed to relate of one comedy,

probably of this, that when Congreve read

it to the players^ he pronounced it fo wretch-

edly that they had almofl: rejected it ; but

they were afterwards fo well perfuaded of its

excellence, that, for half a year before it was

a<3:ed, the manager allowed its author the pri-

vilege of the houfe.

Few plays have ever been fo beneficial to

the writer; for it procured him the patronage

of Halifax, who immediately made him one

of the commiflioners for licenfmg coaches^

and foon after gave him a place in the pipe-

office, and another in the cuftoms of fix

hundred pounds a year. Congreve*s conver-

fation muil furely have been at ieaft equally

pleafmg with his writings.

Such a comedy, written at fuch an ag^^

requires fome confideration. As the lighter

fpecies of dramatick poetry profeffes the imi-

tation of common life, of real manners^ and

daily incidents^ it apparently prefuppofes a

familiar knowledge of many -Ghara^ers.^ and

exact
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exa6: obfervation of the paffing world ; the

difficulty therefore is, to conceive how this

knowledge can be obtained by a boy.

But if the Old Batchelor be more nearly

examined, it will be found to be one of thofe

comedies which may be made by a mind

vigorous and acute, and furniflied with co-

mick charaders by the perufal of other

poets, without much actual commerce with

mankind. The dialogue is one conftant reci-

procation of conceits, or clafli of wit, in

which nothing fxows necelTarily from the

occalion, or is didated by nature. The cha-

rad:ers both of men and women are either

Editions and artificial, as thofe of Heartwdl

and the Ladies ; or eafy and common, as

Wittol a tame idiot, Bhff a fwaggering cow-

ard, and Fondkwife a jealous puritan ; and

the cataftrophe arifes from^ a miftake not very

probably produced, by marrying a woman in

a mafk.

Yet this gay comedy, when all thefe de-

ductions are made, will ftill remain the work

of very powerful and fertile faculties : the

dialogue is (^uick and fparkling, the incidents

fuch
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fuch as feize the attention, and the wit fo

exuberanjt that it q er-informs its tenement.

Next year he gave another fpecimen of his

abiUties in 'The Double Dealer^ which was

not received with equal kindnefs. He writes

to his patron the lord Halifax a dedication,

in which he endeavours to reconcile the reader

to that which found few friends among the

audience. Thefe apologies are always ufe-

lefs ; de gufi'ibiis non eji d'lfpiitandum ; mea
may be convinced, but they^cannot be pleafed,

againft their will. But though tafte is obfti-

nate, it is very variable, and time often pre-

vails when arguments have failed.

Queen Mary conferred upon both thofe

plays the honour of her prefence ; and when
ihe died," foOn after, Gongreve teftified his

gratitude by a defpicable eirj(ion of eleg-iac

paftoral ; a compofition in which all is unna-

tural, and yet nothing is new.

In another year (1695) his prolific pen

produced Lovefor Love ; a comedy of nearer

alliance to life, and exhibiting more real

manners, than either of the former. The

cliarai^eir.
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character of Forefight was then common.

Dryden calculated nativities ; both Cromwell

and king William had their lucky days ; and

Shaftefbury himfelf, though he had no reli-

gion, was faid to regard predictions. The
Sailor is not accounted very natural, but he

is very pleafant.

With this play was opened the New The*

atre, under the direction of Betterton the

tragedian ; where he exhibited two years

afterwards (1697) -^^^ Mourning Bride^ a

tragedy, fo written as to fhew him fufficiently

qualified for either kind of dramatick poetry*

In this play, of which, when he afterwards

revifed it, he reduced the verification to'

greater regularity, there is more buftle than

fentiment ; the plot is bufy and intricate, and

the events take hold on the attention ; but,

except a very few paflages, we are rather

amufed with noife, and perplexed with ftra-^

tagem, than entertained with any true deli-

neation of natural charaders. This, how-

ever, was received with more benevolence

than any other of his Works, and ftill con-^

tinues to be aCtad and applauded^

I But
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But whatever cbjedions may be made

either to his comic or tragick excellence^

they are loft at once in the blaze of admi-

ration, when it is remembered that he had

produced thefe four plays before he had palTed

his twenty-fifth year ; before other men, even

iuch as are fome time to Ihine in eminence,

]iave paffed their probation of literature, or

prefume to hope for any other notice than

fuch as is beftov/ed on diligence and inquiry.

Among all the efforts of early genius which

literary hiftory records, I doubt whether any

one can be produced that more furpailes the

common limits of nature than the plays of

Congreve.

About this time began the long-continued

controverfy between Collier and the poets.

In the reign of Charles the Firft the Puritans

had raifed a violent clamour againft the

dramaj vv^hich they confidered as an enter-

tainment not lawful to Chriftians, an opinion

held by them in common with the church of

Rome ; and Prynne publifhed Hiftrio'-mqftix^

a huge volume, in which ftage-plays were

cenfured. The outrages and crimes of the

Puritans brought afterwards their whole fyf-

Vol. IIL E tesi
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tem of doctrine into difrepute, and from tlie

Reftoration the poets and the players were

left at quiet ; for to have molefted them

would have had the appearance of tendency

to puritanical malignity*

This danger, however, was worn away by

time ; and Collier, a fierce and implacable

Nonjuror, knew that an^ attack upon the

theatre would never make him fufpecled for

a Puritan; he therefore (1698) publifhed «i^

Jldort Vievo of the ImmGrality and Profanefiefs

of the Engli/h Stage ^ I believe with no other

motive than religious zeal and honeft indig-

nation. He was formed for a controvert-

ift ; with fufiicient learning ; with diciioii

vehement and pointed, though often vul-

gar and incorredt ; with unconquerable per-

tinacity ; with Vv'it in the higheft degree keen

and farcaftick ; and with all thofe powers ex-

alted and invigorated byjuft confidence in his

eaufe.

Thus qualified, and thus incited, he walk-

ed out to battle, and affailed at once mofc

of the living writer?, from Dryden to Dur-

fey. His onfet was violent : thofe paflliges,

which
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wlricli while they flood fmgle had pafTed with

little notice, when they were accumulated and

expofed together, excited horror ; the wife

and the pious caught the alarm, and the na-

tion wondered why it had fo long fufFered irre-

ligion and licentioufnefs to be openly taught

at the publick charge.

Nothing now remained for the poets but

to refifl or fly. Dryden's confcience, or his

prudence, angry as he waSj withheld him

from the conflid: ; Congreve and Vanbrugh

attempted anfwers. Congreve, a very young

man, elated with fuccefs, and impatient of

cenfure, aiTumed an air of confidence and

fecurity. His chief artifice of controverfy is

to retort upon his adverfary his own words

:

he is very angry^ and, hoping to conquer

Collier with his own weapons, allows him-

felf in the ufe of evey term of contumely

and contempt ; but he has the fword with-

out the arm of Scanderbeg ; he has his anta-

gonift's coarfenefs, but not his flrength. Col-

lier replied ; for contefl v^^^as his delight, he

was not to be frighted from his purpofe or his

prey.

E 2 The
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The caufe of Congreve was not tenable ;

whatever glofles he might ufe for the defence"

or palUation of fnigle pafTages, the general

tenour and tendency of his plays muft always

be condemned. It is acknowledged, with

univerfal conviction, that the perufal of his

works will make no man better ; and that

their ultimate effeQ: is to reprefent pleafure in

alliance with vice, and to relax thofe obliga-

tions by which life ought to be regulated.

The ftage found other advocates, and the

difpute Vv'as protracted through ten years ; but

at laft Comedy grew more modeft, and Col-

lier lived to fee the reward of his labour in

the reformation of the theatre.

Of the powers by which this important

victory was atchieved, a quotation from Love

for Love^ and the remark upon it, may afford

a fpecimen.

Sir Sampf. Sampfons a very good name;

for your Sampfons were frong dogs from the

beginning,

^ AngeL
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Aiip-el. Have a cure—Jfyou 7'eme?iibe?\ the

Jlrongejl Sampfon of your iiaine puWd an old

JjQufe over hh head at laji.

" Here you have the Sacred Hlftory bur-

" lefqued, and Sampfon once more brought
*' into the hoiife of Dagon, to make fport for

« the Phihftines !"

Congreve's laft play was The Way of the

World \ which, though as he hints in his

dedication, it was written with great labour

and much thought, was received with fo little

favour, that, being in a high degree offended

and difgufted, he refolved to commit his quiet

and his fame no more to the caprices of an

audience.

From this time his life ceafed to be pub-

lick ; he lived for himfelf and for his friends
;

and among his friends was able to name

every man of his time whom wit and ele-

gance had raifed to reputation. It may be

therefore reafonably fuppofed that his man-
ners were polite, and his cpnyerfation.

plcafmg.

E 3 He
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He feems not to have taken much pleafure

in writing, avS he contributed nothing to the

Spe&ator^ and only one paper to the Tatle7\

though pubUfhed by men with whom he

might be fuppofed willing to aflbciate ; and

though he lived many years after the publi-

cation of his- Mifceilaneous Poems, yet he

added nothing to them, but lived on in lite-

rary indolence ; engaged in no controverfy,

contending with no rival, neither foliciting

flattery by publick commendations, nor pro-^

voking enmity by malignant criticifm, but

paffing his time among the great and fplendidj

in the placid enjoyment of his fame and for-

tune.

Having owed his fortune to Halifax, he

continued always of his patron's party, but,

as it feems, without violence or acrimony ;

and his firmnefs was naturally efteemedj as

his abilities were reverenced. His fecurity

therefore was never violated ; and when^

upon the extrufion of the Whigs, fome in-*

tercellioli was ufed left Congreve Ihould be

difplaced, the earl of Oxford made this

anfwer :

*' Non obtufa adeo geflamus pecftora Pceni,

" Nee tarn averfus equos Tyria foi jungit ab urbe.'*

He
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Ke that was thus honoured by the aclverfe

"party, might naturally exp^d; to be advanced

when his friends returned to power, and he

was accordingly made Secretary for the ifiand of

Jamaica ; a place, I fuppofe, without truft or

care, but which, with his pofl in the cuftoms,

is faid to have afforded him twelve hundred

pounds a year.

His honours were yet far greater than his

profits. Every writer mentioned him with

refpeift ; and, among other teftimonies to his

merit, Steele made him the patron of his

Mifcellany, and Pope infcribed to him his

tranllation of the Iliado

But he treated the Mufes with ingratitude ^

for, having long converfed familiarly with

the great, he wifhed to be confidered rather

as a man of fafhion than of wit ; and, w^hen

he received a vifit from Voltaire, difgufled

him by the defpicable foppery of defiring to

be confidered not as an author but a ^entle-

man; to which the Frenchman replied, "that
^^ if he had been only a gentleman, he ihould

'' not have come to viiit him."

E 4 In
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In his retirement he may be fuppofed to

have applied himfelf to books ; for he dif-

covers more literature than the poets have

commonly attained. But his ftudies v^^ere

in his latter days obftritifled by cataradls in

his eyes, which at lail terminated in blind-

tiefs. This melancholy Itate Vv^as aggravated

by the gout, for which he fought relief by a

journey to Bath ; but being overturned in his

chariot, complained from that time of a pain

in his fide, and died, at his houfe in Surery-

ftreet in the Strand, Jan. 20, 1728-9. Hav-

ing lain in ftate in the JerufJem-chamber,

he was buried in Yv^efiminiler-abbey, where.

a monument is erected to his memory by

Henrietta dutch efs of Marlborough, to whom,

for reafons either not known or not mention-

ed, he bequeathed a legacy of about ten

thoufand pounds ; the accumulation of atten-

tive parfimony, which, though to her fuper-

fiuous and ufelefs, maght have given great

aiTiftance to.tbe ancient family from which he

defcended, at that time by the imprudence of

his relation reduced to difficulties and diilrefs*

CON=
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CONGREVE has merit of the higheft

kind ; he is an original writer, who borrowed

neither the models of his plot, nor the manner

of his dialogue. Of his plays I cannot

fpeak diftincliy; for fmce I infpeded them

many years have pafTed ; but what remains

upon my memory is, that his characters are

commonly fiilitious and artificial, with very

little of nature, and not much of life. He
formed a peculiar idea of comick excellence,

which he fuppofed to confift in gay remarks

and unexpected anfwers ; but that which he

endeavoured, he feidom failed of performing.

His fcenes exhibit not much of humour,

imagery, or paffion : his perfonages are a

kind of intelledual gladiators ; every fen-

tence is to ward or ftrike ; the conteft of

fmartnefs is never intermitted ; his wit is a

meteor playing to and fro with alternate

corufcations. His comedies have therefore,

in fome degree, the operation of tragedies

;

they furprife rather than divert, aad raife ad-

miration oftener than merriment. But they

are the works of a mind replete with images,

and quick in combination.

Of his mifcellaneous poetry, I cannot fay

fny thing very favourable. The powers of

Congreve
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Congreve feem to defert him when he leaves

the ftage, as Antasus was no longer itrong

than he could touch the ground. It cannot

be obferved without wonder, that a rnlnd fo

vigorous and fertile in dramatick compofitions

ihould on any other occafion difcover nothing

but impotence and poverty. He has in thele

little pieces neither elevation of fancy, felection

of language, nor fl^ill in verfificalion : yet^ if

I were required to feled: from the whole mafs

of Engliih poetry the moft poetical paragraph,

I know not what 1 could prefer to an exclama-

tion in The M.Qurning Bride r

Almeria.

It was a fancy'd noife i for all is hulh'd.

Leonora,

It bore the accent of a human voice.

Almeria.

It was thy fear, or tile feme tranfient wind

Whiftling rhro' hollov/s of this vaulted ifle :

We'll hften—

Leonora.

Hark!

Almeria.

No, all is huili'd, and ftill as death,-—'Tis

dreadful 1

How reverend is the face of this tall pile \

Whofc
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Whofe ancient pillars rear their marble heads.

To bear aloft its arch'd and ponderous roof.

By its own weight made ftedfaft and immoveable,

^Looking tranquillity ! It ftrikes an awe

And terror on my aching fight j the tombs

And monumental caves of death look cold.

And fhoot a chilnefs to my trembling heart.

"Give me thy hand, and let me hear thy voices

Nay, quickly fpeak to me, and let me hear

Thy voice—my own affrights me with its echoes.

He who reads thofe lines enjoys for a mo-
ment the powers of a poet ; he feels what he

remembers to have felt before, but he feel's

it with great increafe of fenfibility ; he recog-

nizes a familiar image, but meets it again am-

plified and expanded, embellifhed with beauty,

and enlarged with raajefty.

Yet could the author, who appears here to

have enjoyed the confidence of Nature, la-

ment the death of queen Mary in lines like

thefe

:

The rocks areclefr, and new-defcending rills

Furrow the brows of all th' impending hills.

The water-gods to floods their rivulets turn.

And each, with fireaming eyes, fupplies his',

wanting urn.

6 . Xh£
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The Fauns forfake the woods, the ' Nymphs the

grove.

And round the plain in fad diftradions rove :

In prickly brakes their tender limbs they tear.

And leave on thorns their locks of golden hair.

With their fharp nails, themfelves the Satyrs

wound,

Anjd tug their fhaggy beard$, and bite with grief

the ground.

Lo Pan himfelf, beneath a blafted oakj

Beje6ted lies, his pipe in pieces broke.

See Pales weeping too, in wild defpair.

And to the piercing winds her bofom bare,

And fee yon fading myrtle, where appears

The Queen of Love, all bath'd in flowing tears 5

See how fhe wrings her hands, and beats her breaftj>

And tears her ufelefs girdle from her waift :

Hear the fad murmurs of her fighing doves !

For grief they figh, forgetful of their loves.

And many years after, he gave no proof that

time had improved his wifdom or his wit

;

for, on the death of the marquis of Blandfordj

this v^^as his fong

:

And now the winds, which had fo long been ftilla |

Began the fwelling air with fighs to fill :

The water-nymphs, who motionlefs rcmain'd.

Like images of ice, while (he complain'd.

Now
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Now loos'd their Itreams : as when defcending

rains

Roll the fteep torrents headlong o'er the plains.

The prone creation, who fo long had gaz'd,

Charm'd v/ith her cries, and at her griefs amaz'd.

Began to roar and howl with horrid yell,

Difmal to hear, and terrible to tell;

Nothing but groans and fighs were heard around^

And Echo multiplied each mournful found.

In both thefe funeral poems, when he has

yelled out Ta2inj fyllabks of fenfelefs dolour^

he difmiffes his reader with fenfelefs confo-

lation : from the grave of Paflora rifes a light

that forms a ftar ; and where Amaryllis

wept for Amyntas, from every tear iprungup

a violet. •
.

• But William is his hero, and of William

he will fmg
;

The hovering winds on downy wings ihall wait

around.

And catch, and waft to foreign lands, the laying

found.

It cannot; but be proper to fhew what they

Ihall have to catch and carry

:

'Twas now, when flpwery lawns the profpe?rt

made,

And flowing brooks beneath a forellfliade,

A lowing
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A lowing heifer, lovelieft of the herd.

Stood feeding by ; while two fierce bulls prepared

Their armed heads for fight ; by fate of war to

prove

The vitftor worthy of the fair-one's love.

Unthought prefage of what met next my view ;

Forfoon the fhady fcene withdrew.

And now, for woods, and fields, and fpringing

flowers.

Behold a town arife, bulwark'd with wails and

lofty towers j

Two rival armies all the plain o'erfpread.

Each in battalia rang'd, and (hining arms array'd j

With eager eyes beholding both from far,

Namur, the prize and miftrefs of the war.

The Birtb of the Mufe is a miferable fic-

tion. One good line it has, vi^hich was bor-

rowed from Dryden. The concluding verfes

are thefe

:

This faid, no more remain'd. Th' etherial hoft

Again iinpatient crov/d the cryftal coafl:.

The father, now, within his fpacious hands,

Encompafs'd all the mingled mafs of feas and

lands J

And, having heav'd aloft the ponderous fphere.

He launch'd the world to float in ambient air.

Of his irregular poems, that to Mrs. Ara-

bella Hunt feems to be the beft: his ode for

Ce-
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Cecilia's Day, howevgr, has fome lines whicli^

Pope had in his mind when he wrote his own.

His imitations of Horace are feebly para-

phrallical, and the additions which he makes

are of little, value. He fometimes retains what

were more properly omitted, as when he talks

of vervai?! iiudgums to propitiate Venus.

Of his Tranilations, the fatire of Juvenal

w^as written very early, and may therefore

be forgiven, though it have not the maili-

nefs and vigour of the original. In all his ver-

fions ftrength and fprightlinefs are wanting

:

his Hymn to Venus, from Homer, is perhaps

the beft. His lines are weakened with exple-

tives, and his rhymes are frequently imperfed:.

His petty poems are feldom w^orth the

coft of criticifm : fometimes the thoughts are

falfe, and fometimes common. In his verfes

on lady Gethin, the latter part is an imitation

of Dryden's ode on Mrs, Kiliigrew ; and Doris,

that has been fo lavifhly flattered by Steele, has

indeed fome lively ilanzas, but the expreffion

might be mended ; and the moft ftriking part

of the character had been already ihev/n in

Lovefor Love,^ His Ari of Pleajing is found'-
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ed on a vulgar but perhaps impradicable prin-»

ciple, and the ftalenefs of the fenfe is not con-

cealed by any novelty of illuftration or elegance

©f di6:ion.

This tiffue of poetry, from vtrhich he feems

to have hoped a lading name, is totally ne-

gleded, and known only as it is appended ta

his plays*

While comedy or v^hile tragedy is regarded^

his plays are likely to be read; but, except

what relates to the fcage, I know not that he

has ever written a ftanza that is fung, or a

couplet that is quoted. The general charac-

ter of his Mifcellanies is, that they ihew little

wit, and little virtue.

- Yet to him it muft be confeiTed that we are

indebted for the correction of a national error,

and for the cure of our Pindarick madnefs.

He firft taught the Englifh writers that Pin-

dar's odes were regular ; and though certainly

he had not the fire requifite for the higher fpe-

cles of lyrick poetry, he has fhewn us that en-

thufiafm has its rules, and that in mere confu-

fion there is neither grace nor greatnefs.

BLACK-
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BLACKMORE.
ClR RICHARD BLACKMORE is one of

thofe men whofe writings have attracted

much notice, but of whofe life and manners

very little has been communicated, and whofe

lot it has been to be much oftener mentioned

by enemies than by friends.*

He was the fon of Robert Blackmore of

CorjGham in Wiltfhire, ftyled by Wood Gen-

tleman^ and fuppofed to have been an attor-

ney : having been for fome time educated in

a country-fchool, he was fent at thirteen to

Weftminfter ; and in 1 668 was entered at

Edmund-Hail in Oxford, where he took the

degree of M. A. June 3, 1676, and refided

thirteen years ; a much longer time than it is

ufual to fpend at the univerfity ; and which

he feems to have palTed with very little atten-

tion to the bufmefs of the place ; for in his

Vol. IIL F poems.
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poems, the ancient names ofnations or places,

which he often introduces, are pronounced

by chance. He afterwards travelled : at Pa-

dua he was made dodor of phyfick ; and,

after having wandered about a year and a half

on the Continent, returned home.

In fome part of his life, it is not known

"When, his indigence compelled him to teach

a fchool ; an humiliation with which, though

it certainly lafted but a little while, his enemies

did not forget to reproach him, when he be-

came con^icuous enough to excite malevo-

lence 5 and let it be remembered for his ho-

nour, that to have been once a fchool-mafter

is the only reproach which all the perfpicacity

of malice, animated by wit, has ever fixed

upon his private life.

When he firil engaged in the ftudy of phy-

lic, he enquired, as he fays, of Dr. Sydenham

what authors he ihould read, and was direded

by Sydenham to Don Quixote ; 'which^ faid

he, // a very god book ; / read it Ji'ilL The

perverfenefs of mankind makes it often mif-

ehievous in men of eiTjinence to give way to

mer-
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tnerriment. The idle and the iiiiterate will

long iheltei' themfelves under this foolifh

apophthegm.

Whether he refted fatisfied with this direc-

tion, or fought for better, he commenced

phyllcian, and obtained high eminence and

extenfive prad:ice. He became Fellow of

the College of Phyficians, April 12, 1687,

being one of the thirty which, by the new
charter of king James, were added to the

former Fellows. His refidence was in Cheap-

fide, and his friends were chiefly in the city.

In the early part of Blackmore's time, a citi-

zen was a term of reproach ; and his place

of abode was another topick to which his

adverfaries had recourfe, in the penury of

fcandal.

Blackmore, therefore, was made a poet not

by neceffity but inclination, and wrote not

for a livelihood but for fame ; or, if he may
tell his own motives, for a nobler purpofe, to

engage poetry in the caufe of Virtue.

I believe it is peculiar to him, that his

firit publick work was an heroick poem.

F 2 He
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He was not known as a maker of verfes, till

he publifhed (in 1695) Prince Arthur^ in ten

books, written, as he relates, by fuch catches

andJlarts ^ a7idi?ifuch occafw7ial nncertain hours

as his profejjton afforded^ and for the greateji

part in coffee-honfcs^ or in pajfing up anddowTi

the Jireets. For the latter part of this apo-

logy he was accufed of writing to the rum-

hling of his chariot-wheels. He had read, he

fays, but little poetry throughout his "whole life

;

andfor ffteen years before had tiot written an

hundred verfes^ except one copy of Latin verfes

in praife of afriend^s book.

He thinks, and with fome reafon, that

from fuch a performance perfed:ion cannot

be expected ; but he finds another reafon for

the feverity of his cenfurers, which he ex-

preffes in language fuch as Cheapfide eafiiy

furnifhed. I am 7iot free of the Poets Com-

pany^ having never kijfed the governor s hands i

mine is therefore not fo much as a permifion-

poem, but a downright interloper. Thofe gefi^

tlemen voho carry on their poetical trade in a

joint fock^ would certainly do what they coidd

tofnk and ruin an unlicenfed adventurer^ not-

*withflanding I diflurbed none of theirfaBorieSy

?iQr
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nor imported any goods they had ever dealt w.

He had lived in the city till he had learned its

note.

That Prince Arthur found many readers,

is certain ; for in two years it had three edi-

tions ; a very uncommon inftance of favour-

able reception, at a time when literary curi-

ofjty v^as yet confined to particular clafTes .of

the nation. Such fuceefs naturally raifed ani-

mofity ; and Dennis attacked it by a formal

criticifm, more tedious and difgufting than

the work which he condemns. To this cen-

fure may be opppfed the approbation of Locke

and the admiration of Molineux, which are

found in tlieir printed Letters. Molineux is

partipularly delighted with the fong of Mo^
pas^ which Js therefore fubjoined to this nar-

rative.

It is remarked by Pope, that what raifes

the hero often Jinks the man. Of Blackmore

it may be faid, that as the poet fmks, the

man rifes ; the animadverfions of Dennis, in-

folent and contemptuous as they were, raifed

in him no implacable refentment : he aud

his critick were afterwards friends ; and irv

F 3 one
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one of his latter works he praifes Dennis as

equal to Boileaii in poetry,^ and fuperior to him

in critical abilities.

He feems to have been more delighted

with praife than pained by cenfure, and, in-.

Head of flackening, quickened his career.

Having in two years produced ten books of

Prince Arthur^ in two years more (1697)

he fent into the world Kifig Arthur in twelve.

The provocation was now doubled, and the

refentment of wits and criticks may be fup-

pofed to have increafed in proportion. He
found, however, advantages more than equi-

valent to all their outrages ; he was this year

made one of the phyficians in ordinary to

king William, and advanced by him to the

honour of knighthood, with a prefent of a gold

chain and a medal.

The malignity of the wits attributed hi$

knighthood to his new poem ; but king Wil~

Ham was not very ftudious of poetry, and

Blackmore perhaps had other merit : for he

fays, in his Dedication to Alfred^ that he had

a greater part in the fuccejjion of the houfe of

Hanover than ever he had hoajied.



BLACKMORE. 71

What Blackmore could contribute to the

Succeffion, or what he huagined himfelf to

have contributed, cannot now be known.

That he had been of confiderable ufe, I doubt

not but he believed, for I hold him to have

been very honeft ; but he might eafily make

a falfe eftimate of his own importance : thofe

whom their virtue reftrains from deceiving

others, are often difpofed by their vanity to

deceive themfelves. Whether he promoted

the Succeffion or not, he at leaft approved it,

and adhered invariably to his principles and

party through his whole life.

His ardour of poetry ftill continued ; and

not long after (1700) he publifhed a Para--

phrafe on the Book ofjoh^ and other parts of

the Scripture. This performance Dryden,

who purfued him with great malignity, lived

long enough to ridicule in a Prologue.

The wits eafily confederated againft him,

as Dryden, whofe favour they almofl all

courted, was his profefled adverfary. He
had befides given them reafon for refent-

ment, as, in his Preface to Pr'mce Arthur^

|ie had faid of the Dramatick Writers almoft

F 4 all
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all that was alleged afterwards by Collier ; but

Blackmore's cenfure was cold and general,

Collier's was perfonal and ardent ; Blackmore

taught his reader to diflike, what Collier in-

cited him to abhor.

In his Preface to King Arthur he endea-

voured to gain at leaft one friend, and pro-

pitiated Congreve by higher praife of his

Mourning Bride than it has obtained from any

other critick.

The fame year he publilhed a Satire on

Wit ; a proclamation of defiance which united

the poets almoft all againft him, and which

brought upon him lampoons and ridicule

from every fide. This he doubtlefs forefaw,

and evidently defpifed ; nor fhould his dig-

nity of mind be without its praife, had he

not paid the homage to greatnefs which he

denied to genius, and degraded himfelf by

conferring that authority over the national

tafte, which he takes from the poets, upon

men of high rank and wide influence, but of

kfs wit, and not greater virtue?

Here
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Here is again difcovered the inhabitant of

Cheapfide, whofe head cannot keep his poetry

unmingled with trade. To hinder that in-

telledual bankruptcy which l^e affetts to fear,

he will ered a Bankfor Wit,

In this poem he juftly cenfured Dryden's

impurities, but praifed his powers ; though

in a fubfequent edition he retained the fatire

and omitted the praife. What was his reafon

I know iiot ; Pryden was then no longer in

his way^

His hea4 ftill teemed with heroick poetry,

and (1705) he publifhed Eliza in ten bpoks^

I am afraid that the world was now weary

of contending about Blackmore's heroes ; for

I do not remember that by any autlior, feri~

ous or comical, I have found Eliza either

praifed or blained. She dropped^ as it feems

dead-born from the prefs. It is never men-
tioned, and was never feen by me tilj I bor-

rowed it for the prefent occafion. Jacob

fays, it is correBedy and revifed for another

imprejfion,; but the labour of revifion was

thrown aiway.

From
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From this time he turned Ibme of his

thoughts to the celebration of living charac-

ters ; and wrote a poem on the Kit-cat Club^

and Advice to the Poets how to celebrate the

Ditke of Marlborough ; but on occafion of

another year of fuccefs, thinking himfelf qua-

lified to give more infoudlion, he again wrote

a poem of Advice to a Weaver of Tapefry,

Steele was then publilhing the Tatler ; and

looking round him for fomething at which

he might laugh, unluckily lighted on Sir

Richard's work, and treated it with fuch con-

tempt, that, as Fenton obferves, he put an

end to the fpecies of writers that gave Advice

tG Painters^

Not long after (171 2) he publifhed Crea-^

tion^ a phihfophical Poem^ which has been,

\ij my recommendation, inferted in the late

colledion. Whoever judges of this by any

other of Blackmore's performances, will do

ft injury. The praife given it by Addifon

(Spec, 339J is too well known to be tran-r

fcribed ; but fome notice is due to the teili-

rnony of Dennis, who calls it a"philofo-
" phical Poem, which has equalled that of

*' Lucretius ia the beauty of its verfification^

^* and
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^ and infinitely furpafled it in the folidity

'' and ftrength of its reafoning,"

Why an author furpaffes himfelf, it is na-

tural to enquire. I have heard from Mr,

Praper^ an eminent bookfeller, an account

received by him from Ambrofe Philips, " That
** Blackmore^ as he proceeded in this poem,
*' laid his manufcript from time to time be-

*' fore a club of wits with whom he aflbciated

;

" apd that every man contributed, as he
*' could^ either improvement or corredion;
*' fo that," faid Philips, " there are perhaps

*' no where in the book, thirty lines together

" that now fland as they were originally

** written,"

The relation of Philips, I fuppofe, was

true; but when all reafonable, all credible

allowance is made for this friendly revifion,

the author will ftill retain an ample dividend

of praife ; for to him muft always be affigned

the plan of the work, the diftribution of

its parts, the choice of topicks, the train of

argument, and what is yet more, the gene-

ral predominance of philofophical judgement

and poetical fpirit. Correction feldom efFed:s

more
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more than the fuppreffion of faults : a happy
line, or a fingle elegance, may perhaps be

added ; but of a large work the general cha-

rad:er muft always remain j the original con-

ftitution can be very little helped by local re-

medies ; inherent and radical dullnefs will

never be much invigorated by extrinfjck ani-

mation.

This poem, if he had written nothing elfe^

would have tranfmitted him to pofterity

among the firfl favourites of the Englifh Mufe

;

but to make verfes was his tranfcendent plea-

fure, and as he was not deterred by cenfure, hq

was not fatiated with praife.

He deviated, however, fometlmes into other

tracks of literature, and condefcended to en-

tertain his readers with plain profe. When
the Spe&ator flopped, he confidered the polite

world as deftitute of entertainment ; and in

concert with Mr. Hughes, who wrote every

third paper, publifhed three times a week the

Lay Monajlery^ founded on the fuppofition

that fome literary men, whofe characters are

defcribed, had retired to a houfe in the coun^

try to enjoy philofophical leifure, and refolved

*
" to
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to iiiftrud the public, by communicating their

difquifitions and amufements. 'Whether any

teal perfons were concealed under fiditious

names, is not known. The hero of the club is

one Mr. Johnfon ; fuch a conftellation of ex-

cellence, that his charader fhall not be fup-

preiTed, though there is no great genius in the

defign, nor ikill in the delineation.

" The firft I fhall name is Mr, Jqhnfon, a

" gentleman that owes to Nature excellent

" faculties 4'nd an, elevated genius, and: to in*-

** duftry and application many acquired ac-
*' cOmplifhments. His tafte is diftinguifhing,

" juft and delicate ; his judgement clear, and
" his reafon ftrong, accompanied with an
" imagination full of fpirit, of great compafs,

" and ftored with refined ideas. He is a
" critick of the** firft rank; and, what is his

" peculiar ornament, he is delivered from the

" oftentation, malevolence, and fupercilious

" temper, that fo often blemifh men of that

" charader. His remarks refult from the

" nature and reafon of things, and are formed
" by a judgement free, and unbialTed by the

" authority of thofe who have lazily followed

** each other in the fame beaten track of think*

7
'

!' ingi
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*' ing, and are arrived only at the reputation

" of acute grammarians and commencators
j

" men, who have been copying one another

*' many hundred years, without any improve-
" ment; or, if they have ventured farther,

** have only applied in a mechanical manner
*' the rules of antient criticks to modern writ-

*' ings, and v\^ith great labour dilcovered no-
*' thing but their own want ofjudgement and
*' capacity. As Mr. Johnfon penetrates to

" the bottom of his fubjed, by which means
" his obfervations are folid and natural, as

*' w^ell as delicate, fo his defign is always to

*' bring to light fomething ufeful and orna-

" mental ; whence his character is the reverfe

*' to theirs, who have eminent abilities in in-

" lignificant knowledge, and a great felicity ia

*' finding out trifles. He is no lefs induftri-

*' ous to fearch out the merit of an author,

*' than fagacious in difcerning his errors and

" defedls ; and takes more pleafure in com-
" mending the beauties than expofmg the

*' blemilhes of a laudable writing : like Ho-
race, in a long work, he can bear fome de-

formities, and juftly lay them on the im-

perfediion of human nature, which is inca-

** pable of faultlefs produdions. When an

" excellent
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** excellent Drama appears in publick, and by
**

its intrinfick worth attrads a generalapplaufe,

'' he is not ftung with envy and Ipleen ; nor

" does he exprefs a favage nature, in faftening

** upon the celebrated author, dwelling upon
" his imaginaiy defeds, and palling over his

" coiifpicuous excellences. He treats all

writers upon the fame impartial foot ; and
" is not, like the little critlcks, taken up entirely

*' in finding out only the beauties of the an-
*' cient, and nothing but the errors of the mo-
" dern writers. Never did any one exprefs more
*' kindnefs and good nature to young and unfi-

" nifhed authors ; he promotes their intereils,

** prote£i:s their reputation, extenuates their

*' faults, and fets offtheir virtues, andby his can-

" dour guards them from the feverity of his

" judgement. He is not like thofe dry criticks,

*' who are morofe becaufe they canjiot write

'' themfelves, but is himfelf mafter of a good
*^ vein in poetry ; and though he does not

" often employ it, yet he has fometimes en-
*' tertained his friends with his unpublifhed

" performances."

The reft of the Lay Monks feem to be but

feeble mortals, in comparifon with the gigan-

I tic
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tic Johnfon ; who yet, with all his abilities,

and the help of the fraternity, could drive the

publication but to forty papers, which were

afterwards colleded into a volume, and called

in the title A Sequel to the Spectators.

Some years afterwards (1716 and 17 17) he

publifhed two volumes of Effays in profe,

which can be commended only as they are

written for the higheft and nobleft purpofe,

the promotion of religion. Blackmore's profe

is not the profe of a poet ; for it is languid,

fluggifh, and lifelefs ; his didtion is neither

daring nor exa(St, his fiow neither rapid nor

cafy, and his periods neither fmooth nor ftrong.

His account of Wit will fhew with how little

clearnefs he is content to think, and how little

his thoughts are recommended by his lan-

;uage.

" As to its efficient caufe, Wit owes its pro-

" du£tion to an extraordinary and peculiar

*' temperament in the conftitution of the pof-

*' feflbr of it, in which is found a concur-

*' rence of regular and exalted ferments, and

" an affluence of animal fpirits, refined and

" redified to a great degree of purity ; whence,

*' being
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'^ being endowed with vivacity, brlghtnefs,

" and celerity, as well in their reflexions

" as dire<St motionsj they beconie proper in-

" ftruments for the fpritely operations of the

*' mind ; by w^hich means the imagination can

" with great facility range the wide field of

" Nature, contemplate an infinite variety of

" objects, and, by obferving the fimilitude and

*' difagreement of their feveral qualities, fingle

" out and abftrad:, and then fuit and unite

" thofe ideas which will beft ferve its purpofe.

*' Hence beautiful allufions, furprifmg meta-

" phors, and admirable fentiments, are always

" ready at hand : and while the fancy is full

" of images colledled from innumerable ob-

" je6i:s and their different qualities, relations,

'' and habitudes, it can at pleafure drefs sL

*' common notion in a ftrange but becoming
" garb ; by which, as before obferved, th^

" fame thought will appear a new one^ to

" the great delight and w^onder of the hearer.

" What we call genius refults from this

" particular happy complexion in the firft

" formation of the perfon that enjoys it, and
" is Nature's gift, but diverfifie'd by various

" fpecifick charaders and limitations, as its

" adive fire is blended and allayed by differ-

VoL. Ill* G « ent
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" ent proportions of phlegm, or reduced and
" regulated by the contraft of oppofite fer-

" ments. Therefore, as there happens in the

'' compofition of a facetious genius a greater

" or lefs, though ftill an inferior, degree of

" judgement and prudence, one man of wit

" will be varied and diftinguiihed from an-

" other."

In thefe Eflays he took little care to propi-

tiate the wits ; for he fcorns to avert their ma-

lice at the expence of virtue or of truth.

*' Several, in their books, have many far-

" callical and fpiteful llrokes at religion in

" general ; while others make themfelves plea-

*' fant v/ith the principles of the Chriilian.

" Of the iaft kind, this age has feen a moll

" audacious example in the book intituled,

*' A 'Tale of a 'Tub. Had this writing been

" publifhed in a pagan or popifh nation, who
'* are juftly impatient of all indignity offered

*' to the eftablifhed religion of their country,

" no doubt but the author would have received

*' the punilhment he deferved. But the fate

*' of this impious buffoon is very different;

" for in a proteitant kingdom, zealous of their

" civil
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'' civil and religious immunities, he has not

*' only efcaped affronts and the efFecls of pub-

" lick refentment, but has been careffed and

" patronized by perfons of great figure, and

" of all denominations. Violent party-meUj

" who differed in all things befides, agreed in

*^ their turn to fhew particular refped: and
*' friendihip to this infolent derider of the

" worfhip of his country, till at lafl the re-

" puted writer is not only gone oiT with im-
" punity, but triumphs in his dignity and pre-

*' ferment. I do not know that any inquiry

*' or fearch was ever made after this writings

*' or that any reward was ever offered for

*' the difcovery of the author, or that the in-

** famous book was ever condemrled to, be

" burnt in publick : whether this proceeds

" from the excellive efteem and love that

" men in power, during the late reign, had for

*' wit, or their defed: of zeal and concern for

*' the Chrifcian Religion, will be determined

" beft by thofe who are beil acquainted with

" their character."

In another place he fpeaks with becoming

abhorrence of a godlefs aiithor who has bur-

lefqued a Pfalm* This author was fuppofed

G 1 to
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to be Pope, who publifhed a reward for any

one that would produce the coiner of the ac-

eufation, but never denied it ; and was after-

wards the perpetual and inceffant enemy of

Blackmore»

One of his ElTays is upon the Spleen, which

is treated by him fo much to his own fatis-

fadion, that he has publifhed the fame thoughts

in the fame words ; firft in the Lay Monaftery ;

then in the Eflay ; and then in the Preface

to a Medical Treatife on the Spleen, One
pafTage, which I have found already twice, I

will here exhibit, becaufe I think it better ima-

gined, and better expreifed, than could be ex-

pected from the common teiiour of his profe :

" —-As the feveral combinations of fplene-

** tic madnefs and folly produce an infinite

" variety of irregular underftanding, fo the

" amicable accommodation and alliance be-

" tween feveral virtues and vices produce an

" equal diverfity in the difpofitions and man-
" ners of mankind ; whence it comes to pafs,

*' that as many monftrous and abfurd pro-

*' duCtions are found in the moral as in the in-

" telledual world. How furprifmg is it to

" obferve
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*-* obferve among the leafi: culpable men, fome
*' whofe minds are attracted by heaven and
" earth, with a feeming equal force ; fome
*^ who are proud of humility ; others who are

" cenforious and uncharitable, yet felf-deny-

*' ing and devout ; fome who join contempt

^^ of the world with fordid avarice; and others,

" who preferve a great degree of piety, with
*' ill-nature and ungoverned paffions : nor are

^' inftances of this inconliftent mixture lefs

" frequent among bad men, where we often,

" with admiration, fee perfons at once gene-

" rous and unjuft, impious lovers of their

" country, and flagitious heroes, good-natured

*' fharpers, immoral men of honour, and li-

*' bertines who will fooner die than change

" their religion ; and though it is true that

" repugnant coalitions of fo high a degree

" are found but in a part of mankind, yet

" none of the whole mafs, either good o^

*' bad, are intirely exempted from fome ab?-

*' furd mixture*"

He about this time (Aug. 22, 1716) be?*

came one of the Ek^s of the College of Phy-

ficians; and was foon after (Od;, i) chofen

Q 3 Cefi"



86 . B L A C K M O R E,

Cenfor. He feems to have arrived late, what-«

ever was the reafon, at his medical honours.

Having fucceeded fo well in his book on

Creation^ by which he eftablifhed the great

principle of all Religion, he thought his un-^

dertaking imperfed:, unlefs he likewife en-

forced the truth of Revelation ; and for that

purpofe added another poem on Redemption ,^

He had likewife written, before his CreatioUy

three boolcs jqii the Nature of Man,

The lovers ^^of mufical devotion have al-

ways wifhed for a more happy metrical ver-s

fion than they have yet obtained of the book

of Pfalms ; this wifh the piety of Blackmore

led him to gratify, and he produced (1721)

a neiv Verfion of the Pfalms of T)2i\id.^ ftfed to

the Times ifed in Churches ; which, being re--

commended by the archbifhops and many
bifhops, obtained a licence for its admiffion

into publick worlhip ; but no admiffion has

it yet obtained, nor has it any right to come

where Brady and Tate have got pofTeffion.

Blackmore's name mull be add^d to thofe of-

many others, who, by the fame attempt, have

obtained only the praife of meanir^g well.

6 He
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He was not yet deterred from heroick poetry

;

there was another monarch of this ifland, for

he did not fetch his heroes from foreign coun-

tries, whom he confidered as worthy of the

Epic mufe, and he dignified Alfred (1723)

with twelve books. But the opinion of the

nation was now fettled ; a hero introduced by

Blackmore was not likely to find either refped:

or kindnefs ; Alfred took his place by I^lma

in filence and darknefs : benevolence was

ailiamed to favour, and malice was w^eary of

infulting. Of his four Epic Poems, the firfl;

had fuch reputation and popularity as enraged

the criticks 5 the fecond was at leall known

enough to be ridiculed ; the two laft had

neither friends nor enemies.

Contempt is a kind of gangrcne, which if

it feizes one part of a character corrupts all

the reil by degrees. Blackmore, being de^

fpifed as a poet, was in time negleded as a

phyfician \ his pradiice, which was once invi-=

dioufly great, forfook him in the latter part of

his life ; but being by nature, or by principles

averfe from idlenefs, he employed his unwell

come leifure in writing books on phyfick, and

teaching others to cure thofe whom he could

G 4. liim^
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himfelf cure no longer. I know not whether

I can enumerate all the treatifes by which he

has endeavoured to difFufe the art of heahng ;

for there is fcarcely any diftemper, of dread-

ful name^ which he has not taught his reader

hov; to oppofe. He has written on the

;fmail-pox5 with a vehement invective againft

inoculation ; on confiuiiptions, the fpleen,

the gout, the rheumatifm, the king's-evil, the

dropfy, the jaundice, the flone, the diabetes,

and the plague.

Of thofe books, if I had read them, it

could not be expeded that I ihould be able

to give a critical account. I have been told

that tlierg is fomething in them of vexatioji

and difcontent, difcovered by a perpetual at-

tempt to degrade phyfick from its fublimity,

and to reprefent it as attainable without much
previous or concomitant learning. By the

traniient glances which I have thrown upon

them, I have obferved an afFed:ed contempt of

the Ancients, and a fupercilious derilion of

tranfmitted knowledge. Of this indecent arro-

gance the following quotation from his Preface

to the Treatife on the Small-pox will afford a

fp^cirnen ; in which, when the reader finds,

4. what
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what I fear is true, that when he was cenfuir-

ing Hippocrates he did not know the difference

between aphorifm And apophthegm^ he will not

pay much regard to his determinations con-

cerning ancient learning.

" As for this book of Aphorifms, it it

** hke my lord Bacon's of the fame title, a

" book of jefts, or a grave collection of trite

" and trifling obfervations ; of which though
*' many are true and certain, yet they fignify

" nothing, and may afford diverfion, but no
'' inftrudion ; moll of them being much in-

*' ferior to the fayings of the wife men of

" Greece, which yet are fo low and mean,

" that we are entertained every day with
^' more valuable fentiments at the table-conr

*' verfation of ingenious and learned men.'*

I am unwilling, however, to leave him

in total difgrace, and will therefore quote

from another Preface 4 palTage lefs repre-^

henfibko

" Some gentlemen have been difingenuous

" and unjufl to me, by wrefting and forcing

" my meaning in the Preface to another book,
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** as if I condemned and expofed all learning",

" though they knew I declared that I greatly

*' honoured and efteemed all men of fuperior

*' literature and erudition ; and that I only

'^ undervalued falfe or fuperficial learning,

•^ that fignifies nothing for the fervice of

}^ mankind ; and that, as to phyfick, I ex-

*' prefsly affirmed that learning muft be joined

*' with native genius to make a phyfician of

" the firit rank ; but if thofe talents are fepa-

" rated, I aflerted, and do Hill infift, that a

" man of native fagacity and diligence, will
'

•*' prove a more able and ufeful pradiifer,

" than a heavy notional fcholar, encumbered

*' with a heap of confufed ideas,"

He was not only a poet and a phyfician,^

but produced likewife a work of a different

kind, ^ true a?id impartial Hijiory of the Con^.

/piracy againfi King William, of glorious Me-,

mory^ in the Tear 1695. This 1 have never.

feen, but fuppofe it at leaft compiled with

integrity. He engaged likewife in theological

controverfy, and wrote two books againft the

Arians
; Juji Prejudices agai?ift the Arian Hy^

pothefis ; and Modern Arians unmafied. An-

. other of his works is Natural Theology^ or.

Mo-
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^oral Duties conftdered apart from Pofitlve ;

iiDithfome Obfervations on the Dejirablenefs and

NeceJJity of a fiipernatural Revelation, This

was the laft book that he publilhed. He left

behind him l[he accompUfied Preacher^ or an

Effay upon Divine Eloquence ; which was

printed after his death by Mr. White of Nay-^

land in EiTex, the minifter who attended his

death-bed, and teftified the fervent piety of

his laft hours. He died on the eighth of

Oiftober, 1729,

BLACK*^
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BLACKMORE, by the unremitted en-

mity of the wits, whom he provoked more by

his virtue than his dulnefs, has been expofed

to worfe treatment than he deferved ; his

name was {o long ufed to point every epi-

gram upon dull writers, that it became at

laft a bye-word of contempt : but it deferves

obfervation, that malignity takes hold only of

his writings, and that his life paffed without

reproach, even when his boldnefs of repre-

henfion naturally turned upon him many eyes

delirous to efpy faults, which many tongues

would have made hafte to publifh. But

thofe who could not blame, could at leall

forbear to praife, and therefore of his pri-

vate life and domeftick chara<fxer there are

110 memorials.

As an author he may juftly claim the ho-

nours of magnanimity. The inceffant attacks

of his enemies, v/hether ferious or merry,

are never difcovered to have difturbed his

quiet, or to have leiTened his confidence in

himfelf; they neither awed him to filence

nor to caution ; they neither provoked him

tQ
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to petulance, nor deprelTed him to complaint.

While the diftributors of literary fame were

endeavouring to depreciate arid degrade him,

he either defpifed or defied them, wrote on

as he had written before, and never turned

afide to quiet them by civility, or reprefs them

by confutation*

He depended with great fecurity on his

own powers, and perhaps was for that reafon

lefs diligent in perufmg books. His literature

was, I think, but fmall. What he knew of

antiquity, I fufpe(Sl: him to have gathered

from modern compilers : but though he could

not boaft of much critical knowledge, his

mind was ftored with general principles, and

(he left minute refearches to thofe whom he

confidered as little minds.

With this diipofition he v,Tote moil of his

poems. Having formed a magnificent defign,

he was carelefs of particular and fubordlnate

elegances ; he ftudied nt) nicetiss of verfifi-

cation ; he waited for 'no felicities of fancy
;

but caught his fi-rit thoughts in the firft words

in which they were prefented : nor does it

appear that he faw beyond his own perform-

ances.
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ances, or had ever elevated his views to that

ideal perfedtion which every genius born to

excel is condemned always to purfue, and

never overtake. In the firft fuggeflions of

his imagination he acquiefced ; he thought

them good, and did not feek for better. His

works may be read a long time without the

occurrence of a firtgle line that Hands promi-^

nent from the reft.

The poem on Creation has, however, the

appearance of more circumfpedtion ; it wants

neither harmony of numbers, accuracy of

thought, nor elegance of didion : it has either

been written with great care, or, what cannot

be imagined of fo long a work, with fucb

felicity as made care lefs neeelTary.

Its two conftituent parts are ratiocination

^nd defcription. To reafon in verfe, is allow-

ed to be difficult ; but Blackmore not only

reafons in verfe, but very often reafons po-

etically ; and finds the art of uniting orna-

ment with ftrength, and eafe with ciofenefs.

This is a fkili which Pope might have con-

defcended to learn from him, when he need-

ed it fo much in his Moral Eflays.

la
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In his defcriptions both of life and nature,

the poet and the philofopher happily co-ope-

rate j truth is recommended by elegance, and

elegance fuftained by truth.

In the flrudure and, order of the poenij

not only the greater parts are properly con-

fecutive, but the didadtick and illuftrative

paragraphs are fo happily mingled, that la-

bour is relieved by pleafure, and the attention

is led on through a long fucceffion of varied

excellence to the original pofition, the funda«

mental principle of wifdom and of virtue.

Ab
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AS the heroick poems of Blackmore are

now little read, it is thought proper to infert,

as a fpecimen from Prince Arthur^ the fong

of Mopas mentioned by Molineux.

, But that which Arthur with moil pleafure heard.

Were noble ilrains, by Mopas fung the bard.

Who to his harp in lofty verfe began.

And through the fecret maze of Nature rah.

Hfe the' great Spirit fuhg, that all things fill'd.

That the tumultuous waves of Chaos ftill'd -,

Whofe nod difpos'd the jarring feeds to peace.

And made the wars of hoftile Atoms ceafe.

All Beings we in fruitful Nature find.

Proceeded from the great Eternal Mind ;

Streams of his unexhaufted fpring of power.

And cherifb.'d with his influence, endure.

He fpread the pure cerulean fields on high.

And arch'd the chambers of the vaulted fl^y.

Which he, to fuit their glory v/ith their heightj

Adorn'd with globes, that reel, as drunk with light*

His hand direded all the tuneful fpheresj

He turn'd their orbs, and polilh'd all the fiars*

He fill'd the Sun's vail lamp with golden lights

And bid the filver Moon adorn the night.

He fpread the airy Ocean without fhores,

Where birds are wafted with their feathered oars.

Then
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Then fung the bard how the light vapours rife

From the warm earth, and cloud the fmiling Ikies*

He Tung how fome, chill'd in their airy flight.

Fall fcatter'd down in pearly dew by night.

How fome, rais'd higher, fit in fecret fleams

On the refledled points of bounding beams j

Till, chill'd with cold, they fhadeth^ etherial plaln^i'

Then on the thirfty earth defcend in rain.

How fome, whofe parts a flight contexture fhow^

Sink hovering through the air, in fleecy fnow.

How part is fpun in filken threads, and clings

Entangled in the grafs in glewy firings.

How others llamp to flones, with rufhing found

Fall from their cryftal quarries to the ground.

How fome are laid in trains, that kindled fly

In harmlefs fires by night, about the iky.

How fome in winds blow with impetuous forced

And carry ruin where they bend their courfe :

While fome confpire to form a gentle breeze.

To fan the air, and play among the trees.

How fome, enrag'd, grow turbulent and loud.

Pent in the bowels of a frowning cloud

;

That cracks, as if the axis of the world

Was broke, and heaven's bright towers were

downwards hurl'd.

He fung how earth's wide ball, atJove*s command.
Did in the midfl: on airy columns fland.

And how the foul of plants, in prifon held.

And bound with fluggifli fetters, lies conceal'd.

Till with the Spring's warm beams, almoll releaft

From the dull weight, with which it lay opprefl.

Vol. IlL H Its
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Its vigour fpreads, and makes the teeming earth

Heave up, and labour with the fprouting birch

:

The a(3:ive fpirit freedom feeks in vain.

It only v/orks and twifts a ftronger chain.

Urging its prifon*s fides to break a way.

It makes that wider, where 'tis forc'd ta (lay :

Till, having form'd its living houfe, it rears

Its head, and in a tender plant appears.

Hence fprings the oak, the beauty of the grove,

Whofe (lately trunk fierce florms can fcarcely move.

Hence grows the cedar, hence the fwelling vine

Does round the elm its purple clofters twine.

Hence painted flowers the fmiling gardens blefs.

Both with their fragrant fcent and gaudy drcfs.

Hence the white lily in full beauty grows.

Hence the blue violet, and blufning rofc.

He fung h&w fun-beams brood upon the earth.

And in the glebe hatch fueh a nur^erous birth i.

Which way the genial warmth in Summer ftorms

Turns putrid vapours ta a bed of worms j.

How rain, transform'd by this prolifick pov/erj,

Falls from the clouds an animated lliower.

He fung the embryo's growth within the wo.mb^

And how the parts their varicus Ihapes alTume.

With what rare art the wondrous flrudure's

wrought.

From one crude mafs to fuch perfetfllon brought j

That no part ufelefs, none mifplac^d we fee.

None are forgot, and ii]gre would monftrous be/*

FENTON.>
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O N.

^TpHE brevity with "^hicli I am to write

^ the account of ELIJAH FENTON
Is not the effedfc of indifference or negligence.

I hav0 ibught intelligence among his relations

in his native county, but have not obtained it*

Hd was born hear Newcaftle ill Stafford-*

jfhire^ of an ancient family^ whofe eftate was

tery confiderable j but he was the yoUngeil of

twplvfi childreUj and being therefore necefTarily

deftined to fome lucrative employment^ was

f^nt firft to fchool
J
and afterwards to Cambridge ;

but, with many other wife and virtuous men,

who at that time of difeofd and debate con-»

fulted confcience, whether well or ill informed^

more than interefl, he doubted the legality of

the government, and, refufing to qualify

hirnfelf for publick employment by the oaths

ir^^ilire^, hf^ the univerfity without a de^

H 2 gree;
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gree ; but I never heard that the enthufiafm oC
Qppofition impelled him to feparation from

the church^

By this perverfenefs of integrity he was"

driven out a commoner of Nature, exclud'ed

from the regular modes of profit and pro-

fperity, and reduced^ to pick up a livelihood

uricertain and fortuitous ; but it muft be re-

membered that he kept his*>name unfullied,

and never fuffered himfelf to be reduced, like

too many of the fame fe6:, to mean arts and

difhonourablefhifts. Whoever mentioned Fen-

tonj mentioned him with honour*

The life that pafles in penury, muft necef^

farily pafs in obfcurity. It is impoffible to

trace Fenfon froih year to year, or to dif^

cover what means he ufed for his fupport.

He was a while fecretary to Charles earl of

Orrery in Flanders, and tutor to his young

fon, who afterwards mentioned hirn with*

great efteem and tendernefs. He was at one

time afliftant in the fchool of Mr. Bonwicke

in Surrey ; and at another kept a fchool for

himfelf at Sevenoaks in Kent, which he

brought into reputation j but was perfuaded
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to leave it (171 o) by Mr. St. John, wltli pro-

mifes of a more honourable employment*

His opinions, as he was a Nonjuror, feem

not to have been remarkably rigid. He
wrote with great zeal and afFecSion the praifes

of queen Anne, and very willingly and libe-

rally extolled the duke of Marlborough, w^hen

he was (1707) at the height of his gl-ory.

He exprefled ftill more attention to Marl-

borough and his family by an elegiac Paftoral

on the marquis of Blandford, which could be

prompted only by refped or kindnefs ; for nei-

ther the duke nor dutch^fs defired the praife,

or liked the coft of patronage.

The elegance of his poetry entitled liim to

the company of the wits of his time, and the

amiablenefs of his manners made him loved

wherever he was known. Of his friendfhip

to Southern and Pope there are lafling monu-

ments.

Hepublifhed in 17-07 a colledionof poems«

By Pope he was once placed in a ilation

'lliat might have been of great advantage.

;
J^ 3 CraggSj,
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Craggs, when he was advanced to be fecre-r

tary of ftate (about 1720), feeling his own

want of literature, defired Pope to procure

Jiim an inftrudor, by whofe help he might

fupply the deficiencies of his education. Pope

recommended Fenton, in whom Craggs found

all that he was feeking. There was now a

profpedt of eafe and plenty ; for Fenton had

merit, and Craggs had generofity: but the

fmall-pox fuddenly put an end to the pieafmg

expectation.

When Pope, after the great fuccefs of his

Jliad^ undertook the Odyjfey^ being, as it

feems, weary of tranflating, he determined

to engage auxiliaries. Twelve books he took

to himfelf, and twelve he diilributed between

Broome and Fenton : the books allotted to

Fenton were the firft, the fourth, the nine*

teenth, and the twentieth. It is cbfervable

that he did not take the eleventh, which he

had before tranflated into blank verfe, neither

did Pope claim it, but committed it to Broome,

How the two afTocIates performed their parts

is well known to the readers of poetry, who

have never been able to dillingujih their books

from thpfe of Pope*

la
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In 1723 was performed his tragedy of

Ma?iamne\ to which Southern, at whofehoufe

it was written, is faid to have contributed

fuch hints as his theatrical experience fup-

plied. When it was fhewn to Gibber it was

rejeded by him, with the additional info-

lence of advifmg Fenton to engage himlelf

in fome. employment of honeft labour, by

which he might obtain that fupport which he

could never hope from his poetry. The play

was aded at the other theatre ; and the brutal

petulance of Gibber was confuted, though

perhaps not ihamed, by general applaufe*

Fenton's profits are faid to have amounted to

near a thoufand pounds, with which he dif-

charged a debt contracted by his attendance at

eourt,

Fenton feems to have had fome peculiar

fyftem of verfification. Mariamne is written

in lines of ten fyllables, with few of thofe

redundant terminations which the drama not

only admits but requires, as more nearly ap-

proaching to real dialogue. The tenor of

his verfe is fo uniform that it cannot be

thought cafual ; and yet upon what principle

he fo conftru^ed it, is difficult to difcover.

H 4 The
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The mention of his play brings to my
mind a very trifling occurrence. Fenton was

one day in the company of Broome his afTo-

ciate, and Ford a clergyman, at that time

too well known, whofe abilities, inflead of

furnifhing convivial merriment to the volup-

tuous and diflblute, might have enabled him

to excel among the virtuous and the wife.

They determined all to fee the Merry Wives

ofWindfor^ which was aded that night; and

Fenton, as a dramatick poet, took them to the

ilage-door ; where the door-keeper enquiring

who they were, was told that they were three

very neceffary men, Ford, Broome, and Fen--

ton. The name in the play, which Pope rC"

flored to Brook^ was then Broome,

It was perhaps after his play that he un-

dertook to revife the punduation of Milton's

Poems, which, as the author neither wrote

the original copy nor correded the prefs, was

fuppofed capable of amendment. To this

edition he prefixed a fhort and elegant account

of Milton's life, written at once with tender-

nefs and integrity.

He publifhed likewife (1729) a very fplen-

did edition of Waller, with notes often ufe-

ivX
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fill, often entertaining, but too mucli extend-

ed by long quotations from Clarendon. Illus-

trations drawn from a book fo eafily confulted,

ftiould be made by reference rather than

tranfcription.

The latter part of his life was calm and

pleafant. The relidt of Sir William Trumbal

invited him, by Pope's recommendation, to

educate her fon ; whom he firft inftrudled at

home, and then attended to Cambridge. The
lady afterwards detained him with her as the

auditor of her accounts. He often wan-

.dered to London, and amufed himfelf with

the converfation of his friends.

He died in 1730, at Eafthampftead In

Berkfhire, the feat of the lady Trumbal ; and

Pope, who had been always his friend, ho-»

noured him with an epitaph, of which he bor-

rowed the two firft lines from Cralhaw.

Fenton was tall and bulky, inclined to

corpulence, which he did not lefTen by much
(Exercife ; for he was very lluggifh and feden-

lary, rofe late, and when he had rifen, fat

down to his book or ^papers, A woman,

thaj
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that once waked on him In a lodging, told

him, as fhe faid, that he would lie a-bedy and
hefid with afpoon. This, however, was not

the worft that might have been prognofti-

cated ; for Pope fays, in his Letters, that he

died of indolence
I but his immediate diftemper

was the gout.

of his morals and his converfation th^

accbunt is uniform : he was never named but

with praife and fondnefs, as a man in the

higheft degree amiable and excellent. Such

Was the chara£ter given hiiii by the earl of

Orrery, his pupil ; fuch is the teftimOny of

Pope *, and fuch Were the fuffrages of all wh6
could boaft of his acquaintance,

a former writer of his Life a ftdfy is

told, which ought not to be fotgottai. Hfe

irfed,''ih the latter part of his time, to pdy

Ms reVatiOfis ih the country an yearly vifit.

At an entertainment rhade for the family by

his elder brother, he obferved that one of his

iifterS, who had inarried unfortunately, was

abieut ; and found, upon enquiry, that dif^

trefs had iiiade her thought unworthy of

Spenee.

invitation*
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Invitatioii* As fhe was at no great diftancej

h^ refufed to fit at the table till flie was called,

^nd, when {Ke had taken her place, was

careful to fhew her particular atteatioii.

His colledion of poerhs is now to be con-^

fidered. The ode to the Sun is written upon

3L common plan, without unGomroon fenti-

ments
J

but its greatefl: fault is its length*

No poem fhould be long of which xht pur-*

pdfe is only to ftrike the fancy^ without

enlightening the underftanding by preceptj,

ratiocination, or narrative. A blaze firft

pleafes, and then tires the fight.

Of Florelio it is fufficient to fay that it is

an occafional paftoral^ which implies fome-

thing neither natural n©r artificial, neither

comick nor ferious^

The next ode is irregular, and therefore

defedive. As the fentiments are piolis, they

cannot eafily be new ; for What can be added

to topicks on which fucc^fJiVe ages have beeti

Employed I

Of the Paraphrajh m Ifdiah nothing: v^tf

favourable can be faid. Sublime and folemn
* profe
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profe gains little by a change to blank verfe ;

and the paraphrafl has deferted his original,

by admitting images not Afiatick, at leaft not

Judaical

:

Returning Peace,

Dove-eyed, and rob'd in white—
iiv. . -

Of his petty poems fome are very trifling,

without any thing to be praifed either in the

thought or expreffion. He is unlucky in

his competitions ; he tells the fame idle tale

with Congreve, and does not tell it fo welL

He tranflates from Ovid the fame epilllc

as Pope ; but I am afraid not with equal

happinefs.

' To examine his performances one by one

would be tedious. His tranflation from Ho-
mer into blank verfe will find few readers

while another can be had. in rhyme. The

piece addrefled to Lambardeis no difagreeable

ipecimen of epiftolary poetry ; and his ode to

the lord Gower was pronounced by Pope th^

next ode in the Englifh language to jDryden'^

Cecilia. Fenton may be juftly ftyled an ex-«

eellent verfifyer and a good poet.
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WHATEVER i have faid of Fentonis

confirmed by Pope in a Letter, by which he

Communicated to Broome an account of his

death.

T o

The Rev'. Mr. BROOME
At PuLHAMj near Harlestoni;

Nor
,

suffolke

By BeccIes Bag;

T Intended to write to yoii on this melan«

choly fiibje^lj the death of Mr. Fenton^

before y'^ came ; but ftay'd to have in-

formd myfelf & you of y* circumftances of

it. All I hear isj that he felt a Gradual De-

fcay^ tho fo early in Life^ & was declining

for 5 or 6 months; It was not, as I appre-*

hendedi the Gout in his Stomach, but I be-

lieve rather a Complication firft of Grofs Hu-
mors, as he was naturally corpulent, not dif^

charging themfelves, as heufed no fort ofEx-

ercife. No man better bore y^ approaches of

VoLi llli * H 7 his
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his DiiTolution (as I am told] or with lefs

oftentation yielded up his Being. The great

Modefty w''^ von know was natural to him,

and y^ great Contempt- he had for all Sorts of

Vanity & Parade, never appeared more than

in his lad moments : He had a confcious Sa-

tisfaiStion (no doubt) in afting right, in feel-

ing himfelf honeft, true, & un-pretending to

more than was his own. So he dyed, as he

lived, with that fecret, yet fufficient, Con-

tentm,ent.

As to any Papers left behind him, I dare

fg-y they can be but few ; for this reafon. He
never -wrote out of Vanity, or thought much

of the Applaufe of Men. I knovv^ an Inilance

where he did his utmoft to conceal his own
merit that w^ay ; and if we join to this his na-

tural Love of Eafe, I fancy we mull expe^

little of this fort : at leaft I hear of none ex-

cept fome fevf further remarks on Waller

{yj^^ his cautious integrity made him leave an

order to be given to Mr. Tonfon) and per-

haps, the tis many years fmce I fiw it, a:

Tranflation .- of y" firfl Book of Oppian, He
± '

. had
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had begun a Tragedy of Dion, but made

fmall progrefs in it.

As to his other Affairs, he dyed poor, but

honeft, leaving no Debts, or Legacies; ex-

cept of a few p'^^ to Mr. Trumbull and my
Lady, in token of refped:, Gratefulnefs, &
mutual Efteem.

I fhall with pleafure take upon me to draw

this amiable, quiet, deferving, unpretending,

Chriftian and Phiiofophical charadier, in His

Epitaph. I'aei'e Truth may be fpoken in a

few words : as for Flouriih, &. Oratory^ &
Poetry, I leave them to younger and more

lively Writers, fuch as love writing for writ-

ing fake, & w'^ rather fl-iow their own Fine

Parts, y° Report the valuable ones of any

other man. So the Elegy I renounce,

I condole Vv^ith you from my heart, on the

iofs of fo worthy a man, and a Friend to us

both. Now he is gone, I muft fell you he

has done you many a good oflice, & fet

your charaQer in y" fkireil light, to forae

who
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tvrho either rtilftook you, or knew you noi*

I doubt not he has done the fame for me^

Adieu : Let us love his Memory, and pro*

fit by his example. I am very fmcerely

D^ S I R

Your affeclionate

& real Servant

Ave 2g*^ i736«
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JOHN GAY, defcended from an old fa-

mily that had been long in pofleflion of

the manour of * Goldworthy in Devonfhire,

was born in 1688, at or near Barnftaple,

where he was educated by Mr. Luck, who
taught the fchool of that town with good re-

putation, and, a little before he retired from

it, publifhed a volume of Latin and Englifh

verfes. Under fuch a mailer he was likely to

form a tafte for poetry. Being bom without

profpedl of hereditary riches, he was fent to

London in his youth, and placed apprentice

with a filk-mercer.

How long he continued behind the counter,

or with what degree of foftnefs and dexterity

he received and accommodated the Ladies, as

he probably took no delight in telling it, is

* Coldivorthj does not appear in the Fillare»
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not known. The report is, that he was fooh

weary of either the teftraint or ferviHty of his

occupation, and eafily perfaaded his mafter to

difcharge him»

The dtttchefs of Morirnoutli^ remark-*

able for inflexible perfeverance in her de-

mand to be treated as a princefs, in 17121

took Gay into her fervice as fecretary: by

quitting a fhop for fuch fervice, he might gaipt

leifure, but he certainly advanced little in th0

boaft of independence. Of his leifure h.0

made fo good ufe, that he publiflied next yea^

a poem on Rural Spoj-ts^ and infcribed it to

^r. Pope, who v^rai^ then rifing fail: into repu^

tation. Pope was pleafed with the honour
5

^nd when he became acquainted with Gay,

found luch attradions in his manners and con*

verfation, that he feems to have received hin^

into his inmoil confidence ; and a friendfhip

was formed between them which lifted tO

their feparation by death, without any known

abatement on either part. Gay was the ge^

iieral favourite of the whole alTociation of

wits ; but they regarded him as a play^fellow

rather than a partner, and treated him with

more fou^^gfs thaij j^^fp^Q:*

Next
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Next year he publiihed T/je ^hepherd^s

Week^Ciyi Eiiglifh Paftorals, in which the images

are drawn from real life, fueh as it appears'

among the rufticks in parts of England remote

from London. Steele, in fome papers of the

Guardian, had praifed Ambrofe Philips, as the

Paftoral writer that yielded only to Theocritus,

Virgil, and Spenfer. Pope, who had alfo

publifhed Paftorals, not pleafed to be over-

looked, drew up a comparifon of his own
cpmpofuions with thofe of ' Philips, in which

he covertly gave himfelf the preference, while

he feemed to difown it. Not content with

this, he is fuppofed to have incited Gay to

write the Shepherd^s Week, to fhew, that if it

be necelTary to cppy nature with niinutenefs,

rural life muft be exhibited fuch as grolTnefs

and ignorance have made it. So far the plan

was reafonable; but the Paftorals are intro-

duced by a Froeme, written w^ith fuch imita-

tion as they could attain of obfolete language,

and by confequence in a ftyle that was never

^3oken nor written in any age or in any place.

But the efFed of reality and truth became
confpicuous, even when the intention was to

fhew them groveling and degraded. Thefe

Paftorals.
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Paftorals became popular, and were read with

delight, as juft reprefentations of rural man-
ners and occupations, by thofe who had no in-

tereft in the rivalry of the poets, nor know-
ledge of the critical difpute.

In 1 71 3 he brought a comedy called The

Wife of Bath upon the ftage, but it received no
applaufe; he printed it, however; and feven-

teen years after, having altered it, and, as he

thought, adapted it more to the publick tafte,

he offered it again to the town ; but, though

he was flufhed with the fuccefs of the Beggar s

Operay had the mortification to fee it again

rejected.

In the laft year of queen Anne'^s life. Gay

was made fecretary to the earl of Clarendon,

ambaffador to the court of Hanover. This

was a ftation that naturally gave him hopes

of kindnefs from every party; but the Queen's

death put an end to her favours, and he had

dedicated his Shepherd*s Week to Bolingbroke,

which Swift confidered as the crime that ob-

ftruded all kindnefs from the houfe of Ha-

nover.

He
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tie did not, however, omit to improve the

right which his office had given him to the

notice of the royal family. On the arrival of

the princefs of Wales, he wrote a poem, and

obtained fo milch favour, that both the Prince

and Princefs went to fee his M^bat d^ye call /V,
* ...

a kind of mock-tragedy, in which the nnages

were comick, and the adion grave ; fo that,

as Pope relates, Mr. Cromwell, who could not

hear what was faid, was at a lofs how to re-

concile the laughter of the audience with the

folemnity of the fcene.

Of this performance the value certainly is

but little ; but it was one of the lucky trifles

that give pleafijre by novelty, and was fo

much favoured by the audience, that envy

appeared againft it in the form of criticifm
;

and Griffin a player, in conjundion with Mr.

Theobald, a man afterwards more remark-

able, produced a pamphlet called the Key to

the What d^ye call it ; which, fays Gay, calls

me a blockhead^ and Mr. Pope a knave.

But Fortune has always been inconftant.

Not long afterwards (171 7) he endeavoured

to entertain the town with Three Hours after

Vol. hi. I Mar-
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Marriage; a ccmedy written, as there is

fufFicient reafon for believing, by the joint

affiftance -of Pope and Arbuthnot. One pur-

pofe of it was to bring into contempt Dr.

Woodward the Foffiliil, a man not really or

juftly contemptible. It had the fate which
' fuch outrages deferve : the fcene in which

Woodward was direcfily and apparently ridi-

culed, by the intrcdiwSlion of a mum^my and

a crocodile, difgufted the audience, and the

performance was driven off the ftage with

general condemnation.

Gay is reprefented as a man eafily incited

to hope, and deeply deprefled when his hopes

were difappointed. This is not the character

of a hero ; but it may naturally imply fomc-

thing more generally welcome, a foft and civil

com.panion. Whoever is apt to hope good

from others is diligent to pleafe them ; but he

that believes his powders itrong enough to force

their own way, commonly tries only to pleafe

himxfeif.

He had been fimple enough to im-agine that

thofe w^ho laughed at the What d^ye call it

would raife the fortune of its author; and

fmd"
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finding nothing done, funk into dejediou^

His friends endea.voured to divert him. The

earl of Burlington fent him ( 1
7 1 6) into De-

vonlhire ; the year after, Mr. Pulteney took

him to Aix ; and in the following year lord

Harcourt invited him to his featj where, dur-

ing his vifit, the two rural lovers were killed

with lightning, as is particularly told in Pope's

Letters.

Being now generally known, he publifhed

(1720) his Poems by fubfcription with fuch

fuccefs, that he raifed a thoufand pounds ; and

called his friends to a confultation, what ufe

might be bed made of it. Lewis, the fteward

of lord Oxford, advifed him to intruil it to the

funds, and live upon the intereft ; Arbuthnot

bad him intruft it to Providence, and live upon

the principal ; Pope direded him, and was

feconded by Swift, to purchafe an annuity*

Gay in that difaftrous year * had a prefent

from young Craggs of fome South-fea-ftoek^

and once fuppofed himfelftobemafter oftwenty

thoufand pounds. His friends perfuaded hira

10 fell his iliare ; but he dreamed of dignity

* Spence.

I 2
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and fplendour, and could not bear to obftrud

his own fortune. He waS then importuned

to fell as much as would purchafe an hundred

a year for life, which ^ fays Fenton, 'will make

yoiifure ofa cleanJldirt and ajhoidder ofmiittoii

every day. This counfel was rejed;ed ; the

profit and principal were loft, and Gay funk

under the calamity fo lovv^ that his life became

in danger.

By the care of his friends, among whom
Pope appears to have fhewn particular tender-

nefs, his health was reftored ; and, returning

to his ftudies, he WTOte a tragedy called The

Captives^ which he was invited to read before

the princefs of Wales. When the hour came,

he faw the princefs and her ladies all in ex-

pectation, and advancing w^th reverence, too

great for any other attention, ftumbled at a

ftool, and falling forwards, threw down a

weighty Japan fcreen. The princefs ftarted,

the ladies fcreamed, and poor Gay after all

the difturbance was ftill to read his play.

The fate of The Captives^ which was ad:ed

at Drury-Lane in 1723, I knov/ not ; but he

now thought himfelf in favour, and ^under-

tock
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took (1726) to write a volume of Fables for

the improvement of the young duke of Cum-
berland. For this he is faid to have been

promifed a rev^ard, which he had doubtlefs

magnified with all the wild exped:ations of

indigence and vanity.

Next year the Prince and Princefs became

King and Queen, and Gay was to be great

and happy ; but upon the fettlement of the

houfehold he found himfelf appointed gen-

tleman ufher to the princefs Louifa. By this

ojTer he thought himfelf infulted, and fent a

meiTage to the Queen, that he was too old

for the place. There feem to have been

many machinations employed afterwards in

his favour ; and diligent court was paid to

Mrs. Howard, afterwards countefs of Suffolk^

who was much beloved by the King and

Queen, to engage her interefl for his promo-

tion ; but folicitations, verfes, and flatteries

were thrown away ; the lady heard them,

and did nothing.

All the pain which he fufFered from the

negled, or, as he perhaps termed it, the in-

gratitude of the court, may be fuppofed to

I 3 have
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have been driven away by the unexampled

fuccefs of the Beggar s Opera. This play,

written in ridicule of the mufical Italian

Drama, was firfi: offered to Gibber and his

brethren at Drury-Lane, and rejected ; it

being then carried to Rich, had the effed:, as

was ludicroufly faidj oti making Qdcj rich ^ and

Rich gay.

Of this lucky piece, as the reader cannot

but wifh to know the original and progrefs,

I have inferted the relation which Spence has

given in Pope's words,

.

'' Dr. Swift had been obferving once to

-** Mr. Gay, what an odd pretty fort of a
*' thing a Newgate Paftoral might make.

" Gay was inclined to try at fuch a thing

*' for fome time ; but afterwards thoiaght it

" would be better to write a comedy on the

" fame plan. This Vi^as v/hat gave rife to

" the Beggar s Opera, He began on it

;

** and when firft he mentioned it to Swift,

*' the Doctor did not much like the projedi.

^^ As he carried it on, he fhewed what he
*' wrote to both of us, and we novi^-and

*' then gave a .corre6:ionj or a v/ord or two

7 " of
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" of advice ; but it was wholly of his own
" writing.—When it was done, neither of

" us thought it would fucceed.—We fhewed
*'

it to Congreve ; who, after reading it over,

*^ faid, It would either take greatly, or be

" damned confoundedly.—-We were all, at

" the firfl night of it, in great uncertainty

*' of the event ; till v/e were very much en-

" couraged by overhearing the duke of Ar-
" gyle, Vv^ho fat in the next box to us, fay,

" ' It v/ill do—it mufi; do ! I fee it in the eyes

" of them.' This was a good while before

" the firft Acl was over, and fo gave us eafe

'* foon ; for that duke (befides his own good
" tafte) has a particular knack, as any one

" now living, in difcovering the tafte of the

*' publick. He was quite right in this, as

" ufual ; the good nature of the audience ap-

" peared ftronger and flronger every adt, and
*^ ended in a clamour of applaufe."

Its reception is thus recorded in the notes

to the Diiiiciad

:

*' This piece was received with greater ap-
^' plaufe than was ever known. Befides be-
^' ing aded in London fixty-three days

I 4 " without
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" %vithoat interruption, and renevNred the

^' next feafon with equal applaufe, it fpread

*' into all the great towns of England ; was
*' played in many places to the thirtieth and
*' fortieth time ; at Bath and Briilol fifty, &Co
" It made its progrefs into Wales, Scotland,

** and Ireland, where it was performed twen-

" ty-four days liicceffively. The ladies car-

" ried about with them the favourite fongs

" of it in fans, and houfes were furnifhed

" with it in fcreens. The fam.e of it waa
*' not confined to the author only. The
" perfon who aded Polly, till then obfcure,

" became all at once the favourite of the

" town ; her pidures were engraved, and

" fold in great numbers ; her Life written,

" books of letters and verfes to her pub-

^' lifhed, and pamphlets made even of her

"' fayings and jeils. Furthermore, it drove

^' out of England (for that feafon) the Italian

^^ Opera, which had carried all before it for

^- itn. years."

Of this performance, when it was printed,

the reception was different, according to the

different opinion of its readers. Swift com-

mended it for the excellence of its morality.
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as a piece that placed all kinds of vice in the

Jlrongejl and mojl odious light ; but others, and

among them Dr. Herring, afterwards arch-

biihop of Canterbury, cenfured it as giving

encouragement not only to vice but to crimeSj,

by making a highwayman the hero, and

difmilTmg him at laft unpunilhed. It has

been even faid, that after the exhibition

of the Beggar s Opera the gangs of robbers

were evidently multiplied.

Both thefe decifions are furely exaggerated.

The play, like many others, was plainly

written only to divert, without any moral

purpofe, and is therefore not likely to do
good 5 nor can it be conceived, without more
fpeculation than life requires or admits, to

be produdive of much evil. Highwaymen
and houfe-breakers feldom frequent the play-

houfe, or mingle in any elegant diverfion

;

nor is it poffible for any one to imagine that

he may rob with fafety, becaufe he fees Mac-
heath reprieved upon the ftage.

This objection however, or fome other

irather political than moral, obtained fuch

prevalence, that when Gay produced a fe-

cond
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cond part under the name of Polly, it was
prohibited by the Lord Chamberlain ; and he

was forced to recompenfe his repulfe by a

fubfcription, which is faid to have been fo

liberally bellowed, that what he called op-

prelTion ended in proiit. The '' publication

was fo much favoured, that though, the firft

part gained him four hundred pounds, near

thrice as much was the profit of the fecond.

He received yet another recompenfe for'

this fuppofed hardfhip, in the affedionate at-

tention of the duke and dutchefs of Queenf-

berryy into Vv'-hofe houfe he v.' as taken, and

wath whom he pafled the remaining part of

his life. The "^ duke, confiderins; his v/ant of

oeconomy, undertook the manaeement of his

money, and gave it to him as he v;anted it.

But it is fuppofed that the difcountenance of

the Court funk deep into his heart, and gave

him more difcontent than the applaufes or

tendernefs of his friends could overpoy/er.

He foon fell into his old diftemper, aQ

habitual colick, and languifhed, though with

many intervals of eafe and cheerfulnefs, till

a violent fit at lafl feized him, and hurried

* SpencCo

Mm



G A Y. J23

him to the grave, as Arbuthnot reported,

with more precipitance than he had ever

known. He died on the fourth of Decem-

ber 1732, and was buried in Weftminfter

Abbey. The letter which brought an account

of his death to Swift was laid by for fome

days unopened, becaufe when he received it

he was imprell with the preconception of

fome misfortune.

After his death was publifhed a fecond vo-

lume of Fables more political than the former.

His opera of Achilles was afhed, and the pro-

fits were given to two widow fifters, who
inherited what he left, as his lawful heirs ;

for he died without a will, though he had ga-

thered * three thoufand pounds. There have

appeared iikewife under his name a comedy

called the DiJIrefi Wife, and the Rebear/al at

Gotham, a piece of humour.

The charader given him by Pope * is this,

that he zvas a natural man, without dejtgn,

'who /poke "what he thought, and jitfl as he

thought it
I and that he was of a timid temper^

* Spence,
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and fearful of giving offence to the great;

which caution however, fays Pope, was of

no avail.

As a poet, he cannot be rated very high.

He v/as, as I once heard a female critick

remark, ofa lower order. He had not in any

great degree the mens divinior^ the dignity

of genius. Much however muft be allowed

to the author of a new fpecies of compofi-

tion, though it be not of the higheft kind.

We owe to Gay the Ballad Opera ; a mode

of comedy which at firft was fuppofed to

delight only by its novelty, but has now by

the experience of half a- century been found

fo vv^ell accommodated to the difpofition of

a popular audience, that it is likely to keep

long poffeilion of the ftage. Whether this

new drama was the produdt of judgement or

of luck, the praife of it mufl be given tq

the inventor ; and there are many vfriters

read with more reverence, to whom fuch rne-

rit of originalty cannot be attributed.

His firfl performance, the Rural Sports^

is fuch as was eafily planned and executed

;

it is never contemptible, nor ever excellent.

The
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The "Fan is one of thofe mythological fidions

which antiquity delivers ready to the hand

;

but Vv'^hich, like other things that lie open to

every one's ufe, are of little value. The at-

tention naturally retires from a new tale of

Venus, Diana, and Minerva.

His Fables feem to have been a favourite

work ; for, having publiflied one volume, he

left another behind him. Of this kind of

Fables, the authors do not appear to have

formed any diftindt or fettled notion. Phse-

drus evidently confounds them with Tales, and

Gay both with Tales and Allegorical P^^ofopO"

poeias, A Fable or Apologue, fach as is now^

under confidera.tion, feems to be, in its genuine

ftate, a narrative in v\^hich beings irrational,

and fometimes inanimate, arhores loqiitmtii7\

7ion tajitumfera , are, for the purpofe of moral

infl;rud:ion, feigned to ad: and fpeak ivith hu-

man interefts and paiiions.. To this defcrip-

tion the com-pofiiions of Gay do not always

conform. For a Fable he gives nov/ and then

a Tale or an abftrafted- Allegory ; and from

fome, by whatever name they may be called,

it will be difficult to extract any moral prin-

ciple. They are, however, told with live-

linefs

;
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linefs ; the verfification is fmootli, and tlie

didlon, though now-and-then a little con-^

ftrained by the meafure or the rhyme, is ge^

nerally happy.

To Trivia may be allowed all that it claims J

It is fpritely, various, and pleafant. The

fubjed: is of that kind which Gay was by

nature qualified to adorn
;

yet fome of his

decorations may be juftly wifhed away. An
honeft blackfmith might have done for Patty

what is performed by Vulcan. The appear-

ance of Cloacina is naufeous and fuperfluous
;

a fhoeboy could have been produced by the

cafual cohabitation of mere mortals. Horace's

rule is broken in both cafes ; there is no dig-

nus vindice nodus^ no difficulty that required

any fupernatural interpofition. A patten may

be made by the hammer of a mortal, and a

baftard may be dropped by a human ftrum-

pet. On great occafions, and on fmall, the

mind is repelled by ufelefs and apparent

falfehood.

Of his little Poems the publick judgement

feems to be right ; they are neither much

elleemed, nor totally defpifed. The ftory of

the



GAY, 127

the Apparition is borrowed from one of the

tales of Poggio. Thofe that pleafe leaft are

the pieces to which Gulliver gave occafion ;

for who can much delight in the echo of an

unnatural fi^ion \

Dione is a counterpart to Amynta^ and

JPaJlor F'ldo^ and other trifles of the fame

kind, eafily imitated, and unworthj of imi-

tation. What the Italians call com^edies from

a happy conclufion. Gay calls a tragedy from.

a mournful event; but the ftyle of the Italians

and of Gay is equally tragical. There is

fomething in the poetical Arcadia fo remote

from known reality and fpeculative poffibility,

that we can never fupport its reprefentation

through a long work. A Palloral of an hun-

dred lines may be endured; but who will

hear of Iheep and goats, and myrtle bowers

and purling rivulets, through five a6ls ? Such

fcenes pleafe Barbarians in the dawn of lite-

rature, and children in the dawn pf life 5 but

will be for the mofh part thrown away, as

men grow vvife, and nations grow learned.

GRAN-
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QF GEORGE GRANVILLE, or as
^^^ others write Greenville, or Grenv'ille, af-

terwards lord Landfdown of Biddeford in the

county of Devon, lefs is known than his

name and rank might give reafon to expe<5l:.

He was born about 1667, the fon of Ber-

nard Greenville, who was entrufted by Monk
with the moft private tranfadions of the

Reftoration, and the grandfon of Sir Bevil

Greenville, who died in the King's caufe, at

the battle of Lanfdowne.

His early education was fuperintended ^^y

Sir William Ellis ; and his progrefs was fuch,

that before the age of twelve he was fent to

Cambridge, where he pronounced a copy of

his own verfes to the princefs Mary d'Efte of

Modena, then dutchefs of York, when fhe

vifited the univerfity.

5 At
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At the acceffion of king JameSj being now
at eighteen, he again exerted his poetical

powers, and addreffed the new monarch in

three fhort pieces, of which the firft is pro-

fane, and the two others fuch as a hoy might

be expected to produce ; but he was com-

mended by old Waller, who perhaps was

pleafed to find himfelf imitatedj in fix lines,

v/hich, though they begin with nonfenfe anii

end with dulnefs, excited in the youhg author

a rapture of acknowledgement^ m iiumberi

fuch as ^dXltr sfclf might ufe.

It was probably about this time that he

wrote the poem to the earl of Peterborough^

upon his atcomplijldment of the duke of York's

marriage with the princefs of Modena, whofe

charms appear to have gained a ftrong pre^

valence over his imagination^ and upon whom
nothing ever has been charged but imprudent

piety, an intemperate and mifguided zeal for

the propagation of popery*

However faithful Granville mieht liaveO

been to the King, or however enamoured of

the Queen, he has left no reafon for fup-

pofmg that he approved either the artifices 01*

Vol. Ill, . K the
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the violence with which the King's religion

was infniuated or obtruded. He endeavour-

ed to be true at once to the King and to the

Church,

Of this regulated loyalty he has tranfmit-

ted to poilerity a fufficient proof, in the letter

which he wrote to his father about a month

before the prince of Orange landed.

" Mar, near Doncafter, Od. 6, 1688.

" To the honourable Mr. Barnard Granville,

" at the earl of Bathe's, St. James's.

"SIR,
" Your having no profpe<St of obtaining a

*' commiffion for me, can no way alter or

" cool my defire at this important jundture

" to venture my life, in fome manner or

" other, for my King and my» Country,

" I cannot bear living under the reproach

" o£ lying obfcure and idle in a country re-

*' tirement, w^hen every man who has the

" leaft fenfe of honour iliould be preparing

*' for the field.

'' You
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*' You may remember, Sir, with what re-

" lu<2:ance I fubmitted to your commands
*' upon Monmouth's rebellion, when no im-
*' portunity could prevail with you to permit

" me to leave the Academy : I was too young
" to be hazarded ; but, give me leave to

" fay, it is glorious at any age to die for

" one's country, and the fooner the nobler

" the facrifice,

" I am now older by three years. My
*' uncle Bathe was not fo old when he was
" left among the flain at the battle of New-
" bury ; nor y6u yourfelf, Sir, when you
" made your efcape from your tutor's, to join

" your brother at the defence of Scilly.

" The fame caufe is now come round about

" again. The King has been milled; let thofe

" who have milled him be anfwerable for it.

** Nobody can deny but he is facred in his own
" perfon, and it is every honeft man's duty tg

*' defend it.

" You are pleafed to fay, it is yet doubt-

" ful if the Hollanders are rafh enough to

" make fuch an attempt ; but, be that as it

K 2 ** wlll^
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"

will, I beg leave to iiififi: upon it, that I may
" be prefented to his majefly, as one whofe
" utmoft ambition it is to devote his life to his

" fervice, and my country's, after the example
'' of all my anceilors.

" The gentry affembled at York, to agree

" upon the choice' of reprefentatives for the

" country, have prepared an addrefs, to afTure

*' his majefty they are ready to facrifice their

" lives and fortunes for him upon this and all

" other occafions ; but at the fame time they

" humbly befeech him to give them fuch ma-
" giftrates as may be agreeable to the lavv^s

" of the land ; for, at prefent, there is no au-

*' thority to which they can legally fubmit.

" They have oeen beating up for volun-

^' teers at York, and the towns adjacent, to

" fupply the regiments at Hull ; but nobody

" will lift.

'* By what I can hear, every body wilhes

*' well to the King ; but they would be glad

*' his minifters were hanged.

" The winds continue fo contrary, that no
" landing can be fo foon as was apprehended •.

^' there-
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*' therefore I may hope, with your leave and
"

afliilance, to be in readinefs before anyadica
''' can begin. I befeech you, Sir, moil humbly
" and moft eaniefcly, to add this one ad: of

" indulgence more to lb many other tefti-

^' monies which I have conilantly received of
" your goodnefs ; and be pleafed to believe

^' me always with the utmoft duty and ilib-

^' miffion, Sir,

" Your mofl dutiful fon,

" and moil obedient fervant,

" Geo. Granville."

Through the whole reign of king William

he is fuppofed to have lived in literary retire-

ment, and indeed had for fome time few other

pleafures but thofe of ftudy in his power. He
was, as the biographers obferve, the younger

fon of a younger brother ; a denomination by

which our anceilors proverbially expreiTed the

loweil flate of penury and dependance. He
is faid, however, to have preferved himfelf at

this time from difgrace and diihculties by

economy, which he forgot or negledied in

life more advanced, and in better fortune.

K 3 About
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About this time he became enamoured of

the countefs of Newburgh, whom he has

celebrated with fo much ardour by the name

of Mira. He wrote verfes to her before he

was three and twenty, and may be forgiven

if he regarded the face more than the mind.

Poets are fometimes in too much hafte to praife.

In the time of his retirement it is probable

that he compofed his dramatick pieces, the

She-Gallants (aded 1696), which he revifed,

and called Once a Lover and always a Lover

;

T'he yew of Venice^ altered from Shakefpeare's

Heroick Lovc^ a tragedy (1698); Merchant of

Venice ( 1
70

1 ) ; The Briti/Jj Knchanters ( 1 706),

a dramatick poem ; and Peleus and Thetis^ a

mafque, written to accompany The yew of

Venice^

The comedies, which he has not printed

in his own edition of his works, I never faw
;

Once a Lover and al'ways a Lover^ is faid to

be in a great degree indecent and grofs.

Granville could not admire without bigotry
5

he copied the wrong as well as the right from

his mafters, and may be fuppofed to have

learned obfcenity from Wycherley , as he learned

mythology from Waller,

In
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In his JcuD of Venice^ as Rowe remarks, the

charadler of Shilock is made comick, and we

are prompted to laughter inftead of deteftation.

It is evident that Herp'ick Love was written,

and prefented on the ftage, before the death

of Dryden. It is a mythological tragedy,

upon the love of Agamemnon and Chryfeis,

and therefore eafily funk into negled, though

praifed in verfe by Dryden, and in profe by

pope.

It is concluded by the wife UlyfTes with this

fpe.ech :

Fate holds the firings, and men like children

move

But as they're ledj fuccefs is from above.

At the acceffion of queen Anne, having his

fortune improved by bequefts from his father,

and his uncle the earl of Bathe, he was chofen

into parliament for Fowey. He foon after

engaged in a joint tranilation of the InveBives

againji Philips with a defign, furely weak and

puerile, of turning the thunder of Demofthe-^

nes upon the head of Lewis,

K 4 He
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He afterwards (in 1706) had his eftate

again augmented by an inheritance from his

elder brother, Sir Bevii Granville, who, as he

returned from the government of Barbados,

died at jfea. He continued to ferve in parlia,-

inent ; and in the ninth year of queen Anne
was chofen knight of tfe ihire for Cornwall.

At the memorable change of the miniflry

{1710), he was made fecretary at War, in the

place of Mr. Robert Walpole,

Next year, when the violence of party

made twelve peers in a day, Mr Granville

became Lord Lanfdown Baron Biddeford, by

a promotion juftly remarked to be not invi-

dious, becaufe he was the heir of a family in

which two peerages, that of the earl of Bathe-

and lord Granville of Potheridge, had lately

become extind:. Being now high in the

Queen's favour, he (1712) was appointed

comptroller of the houfehold, and a privy

counfelior ; and to liis other honours was

added the dedication of Pope's Windjor Foreft,

^

He v/as advanced next year to be treafurer of

the houfehold*

Of
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Of thefe favours he foon loft all but his
'

title ; for at the acceffion of king George his

place was given to the earl Cholmondeley, and

he was perfecuted with the reft of his party.

Having protefted againft the bill for attainting

Ormond and Bolingbroke, he was, after the

infurred;ion in Scotland, feized Sept. 26, 1715,

as a fufpeded man, and confined in the Tower
till Feb. 8, 1717, when he was at laft releafed,

and reftored to his feat in parliament ; where

(171 9) he made a very ardent and animated

fpeech againft the repeal of the bill to prevent

Occaiional Conformity,which, however,though

it was then printed, he has not inferted into

his works.

Some time afterwards (about 1722), being

perhaps embarrafled by his profufion, he went

into foreign countries, with the ufual pretence

of recovering his health. In this ftate of

leifure and retirement, he received the firft

volume of Burnet's Hiftory, of which he can-

not be fuppofed to have approved the genera],

tendency, and where he thought himfelf able

to detect fome particular falfehoods. He
therefore undertook the vindication of gene-

iral Monk from fome calumnies of Dr. Bur-

net.
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net, and fome mifreprefentations of Mn
Echard. This was anfwered civilly by Mr.

Thomas Burnet and Oldmixon, and move

roughly by Dr. Colbatch.

His other hiftorical performance is a de-

fence of his relation Sir Richard Greenville,

whom lord Clarendon has fhewn in a form

very unamiable. So much is urged in this

apology, to juftify many actions that have

been reprefented as culpable, and to palliate

the reft, that the reader is reconciled for the

greater part ; and it is made very probable

that Clarendon v/as by perfonal enmity djf-

pofed to think the word of Greenville, as

Greenville was alfo very willing to think the

worfl of Clarendon. Thefe pieces were pub-^

iifhed at his return to England.

Being now defirous to conclude his la-

bours, and enjoy his reputation, he pubiifhed

(1732) a very beautiful and fplendid edition

of his works, in which he omitted what he

difapproved, and enlarged what feemed de~

Hcient.

He now went to Court, and was kindly

received by queen Caroline j to whon:i and

to
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to the princefs Anne he prefented his works,

with verfes on the blank leaves, with which

he concluded his poetical labours.

He died in Hanover-fquare, Jan, 30, 1735,
having a few days before buried his wife,

the lady Anne Villiers, widow to Mr.

Thynne, by whom he had four daughters,

but no fon.

Writers commonly derive their reputation

from their works ; but there are works which

owe their reputation to the character of the

writer. The publick fometimes has its fa-

vourites, whom it rewards for one fpecies of

excellence with the honours due to another.

From him whom we reverence for his bene-

ficence we do not willingly withhold the

praife of genius ; a man of exalted merit

becomes at once an accompliihed writer, as a

beauty finds no great difficulty in pafling for

a wit.

Granville was a man illuftrious by his birth,

and therefore attradled notice : fmce he is by

Pope ftyled the polite^ he mull be fuppofed

elegant in his manners, and generally loved

:

7 he
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he- was in times of conteil and turbulence

fteady to his party, and obtained that efteem

which is always conferred upon firmnefs and

confiftency. With thofe advantages, having

learned the art of verfifying, he declared

Iiimfelf a poet ; and his claim to the laurel

was allowed.

But by a critick of a later generation wha
takes up his book without any favourable

prejudices, the praife already received will

be thoug-ht fufficient : for his works do not

Ihew him. to have had much comprehenfion'

from nature, or illimiination from learning.

He feems to have had no ambition above

the imitation of Waller, of whom he has

copied the faults, and very little more.

He is for ever amufing himfelf vv-ith the pue-

rilities of mythology ; his King is Jupiter,

who, if the Queen brings no children, has

a barren Juno. The Queen is compound-

ed of Juno, Venus, and Minerva. His

poem on the dutchefs of Grafton's law-fuit,

after having rattled a v/hile with Juno and

Fa-Has, Mars and Alcides, Caffiope, Niobe,

and the Propetides, Hercules, Minos, and

Rhadamanthus, at la.ft concludes its folly v/ith

profanenefs..

His
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His verfes to MIraj which are moft fre-

quently mentioned, have little in them of

either art or nature, of the fentiments of a

lover, or the language of a poet : there may
be found, now-and-then, a happier effort •

but they are commonly feeble and unaSedlin"-

or forced and extravagant.

His little pieces are feldom either foritelv

or elegant, either keen or v/eighty. They
are trifles v^^rltten by idlenefs, and publifhed

by vanity. But his Prologues and Epilogues

have a juft claim to praife.

The Progrefs of Beauty feerns one of his

moil elaborate pieces, and is not deficient in

fplendor and gaiety ; but the merit of ori-

ginal thought is wanting. Its higheft praife

is the fpirit with which he celebrates king

James's confort, when flie was a queen no
longer.

The EJfay on unnatural Flights m Poetry is

not inelegant nor injudicious, and has fome-

thing of vigour beyond moft of his other

performances : his precepts are juft, and Lis

cautions proper ; they are indeed not new,

5 but
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but In a didadtick poem novelty is to be ex-

pected only in the ornaments and illuftrations.

His poetical precepts are accompanied with

agreeable and inftrudlive notes.

The Mafque of Peleus and 'Thetis has here

and there a pretty line ; but it is not always

melodious, and the conclufion is wretched.

In his Britlfh F.nchanters he has bidden de-

fiance to all chronology, by confounding the

inconfiftent manners of different ages ; but

the dialogue has often the air of Dryden's

rhyming plays ; and the fongs are lively,

though not very corred. This is, I think,

far the heft of his works ; for if it has many
faults, it has likewife palTages which are at

leaft pretty, though they do not rife to any

high degree of excellence.

YAL-
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Y A L D E N,

^HOMAS YALDEN, the fixth fon of

Mr. John Yalden of SuiTex, was bom
in the city of Exeter in 1671. Having been

educated in the grammar-fchool belonging to

Magdalen College in Oxford, he was in 1 690,

at the age of nineteen, admitted commoner

of Magdalen Hall, under the tuition of Jo-
Jiab Pullen^ a man whofe name is ftill re-

membered in the univerfity. He became

next year one of the fcholars of Magdalen

College, where he was diftinguilhed by a

lucky accident.

It was his turn, one day, to pronounce a

declamation ; and Dr. Hough, the prefident,

happening to attend, thought the compolition

too good to be the fpeaker's. Some time

after, the doctor finding him a little irregu-

larly bufy in the librarvj fet him an exercife

for
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for punifhment ; and, that he might not be

deceived by any artifice, locked the doon

Yalden, as it happened, had been lately read-

ing on the fubje^t given, and produced v/ith

little difficulty a compofition which fo pleafed

the prefident, that he told him his former

fufpicions, and promifed to favour him.

Among his contemporaries in the college

were Addifon and Sacheverell, men who
were in thofe times friends, and who both

adopted Yalden to their intimacy. Yalden

continued, throughout his life, to think as

probably he thought at firft, yet did not lofg

the friendfhip of Addifon.

When Namur was taken by king Williamj

Yalden made an ode. There was never any

reign more celebrated by the poets than that

of William, who had very little regard for

fong himfelf, but happened to employ mini-

Hers who pleafed themfelves v/ith the praife of

patronage.

Of this ode mention is made in an humor-*

ous poem of that time, called I'he Oxford

Laiireut\ in which, after many claims had

been
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been made and rejeded, Yalden is reprefent-

ed as demanding the laurel, and as being

called to his trial, iiiilead of receiving a re-

ward.

His crime was for being a felon in verfe.

And prefenting his theft to the king i

The firft was a trick not uncommon or fcarce.

But the lafl: was an impudent thing :

Yet what he had ftol'n was fo little worth ftealing^

They forgave him the damage and coft j

Had he ta'en the whole ode, as he took it

piece-mealing.

They had fin'd him but ten pence at mofl*

The poet whom he was charged with robbing

was Congreve*

He wrote another poem on the death of

the duke of Gloucefter.

In 1 710 he became fellow of the college;

and next year, entering into orders, was

prefented by the fociety with a living in War-
wickfliire, confiftent with his feliowfhip, and

chofen lecturer of moral philofopby, a very

honourable office.

Vol. III. h Oi^
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On tlie acceiiion of queen Anne he wrote-

another poem ; and is faid, by the author of

the B'lographia^ to have declared himfelf of

the party who had the honourable diftindion

of High-churchmen.

In 1706 he was received into the family of

the duke of Beaufort. Next year he became

dodor in divinity, and loon after refigned

his fellowfhip and lecture ; and, as a token

of his gratitude, gave the college a picture

of their founder.

He was made redcr of Cbaltoti and Cleaji-

ville^ two adjoining towns and benefices m.

Hertfordfhire \ and had the prebends, or

iinecures, of Deans ^ Hams, and Pcndles in;

Devonfnire. He had before been chofen, in

1698, preacher of Bridewell Hofpital, upoa

the refignation of Dr, Atterbury.

From this time he feems to have led a

quiet and inolTenfive life, till the clamour

was raifed about Atterbury's plot, ^.very

loyal eye was on the watch for abettors or

partakers erf the horrid confpiracy ; and Dr.

Yalden, having fome acquaintance with the

biihop,
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blfhop, and being familiarly converfant with

Kelly his fecretary, fell under fafpicion, and

was taken into cuftody.

Upon his examination he was charged

with a dangerous correfpondence with Kelly.

The correfpondence he acknowledged ; but

maintained, that it had no treafonable tend-

ency. His papers were feized ; but nothing

was found that could fix a crime upon him,

except two words in his pocket-book, tho-

rough-paced doctrine. This expreffion the

imagination of his examiners had impreg-

nated with treafon, and the doctor was en-

joined to explain them.. Thus prefled, he

told them that the w^ords had lain unheeded

in his pocket-book from the time of queen

Anne, and that he was afhamed to give an

account of them ; but the truth was, that he

had gratified his curiofity one day, by hear-

ing Daniel Biirgefs in the pulpit, and thofe

words was a memorial hint of a remarkable

fentence by which he warned his congrega-

tion to beivare of thorough-paced doctrine,

that doclrlne^ which, coming in at one ear^

paces through the head, and goes out at the

other.

L 2 Nothinsr
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Nothing worfe than this appearing in his

papers, and no evidence arifing againft him,

he was fet at hberty.

It will not be fuppofed that a man of this

charader attained high dignities in the church

;

but he ftill retained the friendfhip, and fre-

quented the converfation, of a very nume-

rous and fplendid fet of acquaintance. He
died July 16, 1736, in the 66th year of his

age.

Of his poems, many are of that irregular

kind, w^hich, when he formed his poetical

charadter, was fuppofed to be Pindarick.

Having fixed his attention on Cowley as a

model, he has attempted in fome fort to rival

him, and has written a Hymn to Darktiefs^

evidently as a counter-part to Cowley's Hytnn

to Light,

This hymn feems to be his bell perform-

ance, and is, for the moil part, imagined

with great vigour, and exprelTed with great

propriety. I will not tranfcribe it. The

feven firft ftanzas are good ; but the third,

fourth, and feventh are the bed : the eighth

feem?
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feems to involve a contradidlion ; the tenth

is exquifitely beautiful ; the thirteenth, four-

teenth, and fifteenth, are partly mythological,

and partly religious, and therefore not fuit-

able to each other : he might better have

made the whole merely philofophical^

There are two ftanzas in this poem w^here

Yalden may be fufped:ed, though hardly con-

victed, of having confulted the Hymnus ad

TJmh'-am of IVoisjerus^ in the fixth ftanza,

yvrhich anfwers in fome fort to thefe lines ;

Ilia fuo prseft no6lurnis numine facrls

—

Perque vias errare novis dat fpeftra figuris,

Manefque excitos medics ululare per agros

Sub noClem, et queftu notos complere penates,

Aud agaiug at the conclufion

:

Jlla fuo fenium fecludit corpore toto

Haud Rumerans jugi fugientia fecula lapfu.

Ergo ubi poftremum mundi compage foluta

Hanc rerum molem fuprema abfumpferit hora

Ipfa leves cineres nube ampleftetur opaca,

Ec prifco iiTiperio rurfus dominabitur umbra.

His Hymn to Light is not equal to the other.

He feems to think that there is an Eafl abfo-

liite and pofitive where the Morning rifes.

i* 3 la
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In the laft ftanza, having mentioned the

fudden eruption of new created Light, he

fays.

Awhile th'AhTiighty wondering flood.

He ought to have remembered that Infinite

Knowledge can never wonder. All wonder

is the effed: of novelty upon Ignorance.

Of his other poems it is fufficient to fay that

they deferveperufal, though they are not always

exactly polifhed, though the rhymes are fomc-

times very ill forted, and though his faults

feem rather the omiffions of idlenefs than th^

negligences of enthufiafm.

TICKELL,
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^HOMAS TICKELL, the fon of the

reverend Richard Tickell, was born in

1686 at Bridekirk in Cumberland ; and in

April 1 70 1 became a member of Queen's

College in Oxfoi'd ; in 1 708 he was made

Mafter of Arts, and two years afterwards

was cholen Fellow ; for v/hich, as he did not

comply with the Piatutes by taking orders, he

obtained a difpenfation from the Crown. He
held his Fellowfhip till 1726, and then vacated

it, by marrying, in that year, at Dublin.

Tickell was not one of thofe fcholars who
wear away their lives in clofets ; he entered

early into the world, and was long bufy in

publick affairs ; in which he was initiated

under the patronage of z^ddifon^ whofe no^

tice he is faid to have gained by his verfes in

praife of Rofamond,

L 4 To
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To thofe verfes it would not have beeri

juft to deny regard; for they contain fonie

of the mofl: elegant encomiaftick ftrains ; and,

among the innumerable poems of the fame

kind, it will be hard to find one with which

they need to fear a comparifon. It may de-

ferve obfervation, that when Pope wrote long

afterwards in p.raife of Addifon, he has co-

jpied, at leail has refembled, TjckelL

Let joy falute fair Rofamonda's fhade.

And wreaths of myrtle crown the lovely maid.

While now perhaps with Dido's ghoft Ihe roves.

And hears and tells the ftory of their loves.

Alike they mourn, alike they blefs their fate,

Since Love, which made therji wretched, made
them great.

Nor longer that relentlefs doom bem.oan,

"Which gain'd a Virgil and an Addifon.

TiCKELL.

Then future ages Vv'ith delight fhall fee

How Plato's, Bacon's, Newton's, looks agree j

Or in fair feries laurei'd bards be fhown,

A Virgil there, and here an Addifon. Pope.

He produced another piece of the fame kind

at the appearance of Catq^ with equal fkillj

but not equal happinefs*

Whea
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When the minifters of queen Anne were

negotiating with France, Tickell pubHlhed

T^he ProfpeB of Peace^ a poem, of which the

tendency was to reclaim the nation from the

pride of conqueft to the pleafures of tran-

quilhty. How far Tickell, whom Swift

afterwards mentioned as Whiggijfimus^ had

then connedted himfelf with any party, I

know not ; this poem certainly did not flatter

the pradices, or promote the opinions, of the

men by whom he was afterwards befriended.

Mr. Addifon, however he hated the men
then in power, fufFered his friendlhip to pre-

vail over his publick fpirit, and gave in the

Spectator fuch praifes of Tickell's poem, that

when, after having long wifhed to perufe it,

I laid hold on it at laft, I thought it unequal

to the honours which it had received, and

found it a piece to be approved rather than

admired. But the hope excited by a work
of genius, being general and indefinite, is

rarely gratified. It was read at that time

with fo much favour, that iix editions were

fold.

At
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At the arrival of king George he flinp-

^he Royal Progrefs ; which being inferted in

the SpeElator is well known, and of which

it isjull to fay, that it is neither high nor

low.

The poetical incident of moft importance

in Tickell's life was his publication of the firft

book of the Iliad^ as tranllated by himfelf,

an apparent oppofition to Pope's Horner^ of

which the firil part made its entrance into the

world at the fame time.

Addifon declared that the rival verfions

w^ere both good ; but that Tickell's was the

beil that ever was made ; and with Addifon

the wits, his adherents and followers, were

certain to concur. Pope does not appear to

have been much difmayed
; for^ fays he, /

have the town^ that is^ the moh^ on my fide.

But he remarks, that it is common for the

fmaller party to make up in diligence what they

'want in numbers ; he appeals to the people as

his proper judges ; and if they are not inclined

to condemn him^ he is in little care about the

highfyers at Buttotis^

Pope
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Pope did not long think Addifon an im-

partial judge; for he confidered him as the

v/riter of Tickell's verfion. The reafons for

his fufpicion I v^^ill literally tranfcribe from

Mr. Spence's Golledion.

" There had been a coldnefs (faid Mr. Pope)
" between Mr. Addifon and me for fome time

;

*' and we had not been in company together,

" for a good while, any where but at Button's
*' cofFee-houfe, where I ufed to fee him al-

*' moil every day.—On his meeting me there,

*' one day in particular, he took me alide,

" and faid he fhould be glad to dine with
" me, at fuch a tavern, if I ftaid till thofe
" people were gone (Budgel and Philips).

" We v/ent accordingly ; and after dinner
'^ Mr. Addifon faid, ' That he had wanted
"

for fome time to talk with me ; that his
" friend Tickell had formerly, whilfi: at Ox-
*^ ford, tranflated the firll book of the Iliad

;

" that he defigned to print it, and had de-
*"

fn*ed him to look it over ; that he muft
" therefore beg that I vv/'ould not defire him
"

to look over my firfl book, becaufe, if

" he did, it would have the air of double-

^* dealing.' I aifured him that I did not

t at
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" at all take it ill of Mr. Tickell that he was
" going to publifh his tranflation ; that he
*' certainly had as much right to tranflate

" any author as myfelf ; and that publifhing

" both was entering on a fair ftage. I then

" added, that I would not defire him to look

" over my firft book of the Iliad^ becaufe

" he had looked oyer Mr. TickeiFs
j but

'^ could vdfh to have the benefit of his ob-

" fervations on my fecond, which I had
" then finifhed, and which Mr. Tickell had

" not touched upon. Accordingly I fen^

" him the fecond bool^ the next morning

;

'? and Mr, Addifon a few days after returned

*' it, wjth very high commendations.—Soon
^^ after it was generally known that Mn
^' Tickell was publifning the firft book of the

*' Iliad^ I met Dr. Young in the ftreet ; and,

*' upon our falling into that fubjed:, the

" Doctor expreffed a great deal of fjrprize

*' atTickell's having had fuch a cranflation

*' fo long by him. He faid, that it was in-

" conceivable to him, and that there mufl

*' be fome miftake in the matter ; that each

" ufed to communicate to the other M^hat-

" ever verfes they wrote, even
. to the leaft

c« things ; that Tickell could not have \iQ^n

7 " bufied
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*' bufied in fo long a work there without his

" knowing fomething of the matter 5 and

" that he had never heard a fingle word of

" it till on this occafion. This furprife of

" Dr. Young, together with what Steele has

" faid againft Tickell in relation to this af-

*' fair, make it highly probable that there

" was fome underhand dealing in that bufi-

" nefs ; and indeed Tickell himfelf, who is

" a very fair worthy man, has fince, in a

" manner, as good as owned it to me,
« [When it was introduced into a converfation

" between Mr. Tickell and Mr, Pope by a

" third perfon, Tickell did not deny it

;

*' which, confidering his honour and zeal for

" his departed friend, was the fame as owning
" it.]"

Upon thefe fufpicions, with which Dr.

Warburton hints that other circumftances

concurred, Pope always in his Art of Sinking

quotes this book as the work of Addifon.

To compare the two tranflations would be

tedious ; the palm is now given univerfally

to Pope ; but I think the firil lines of Tic-

kell's
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kell's were rather to be preferred, and Pope

feems to have fmce borrowed fomething from

them in the corredion of his own.

When the Hanover fucceffion was difputed^

Tickell gave what affiftance his pen would

fupply« His Letter to Avignon ftands high

among party-poems ; it expreffes contempt

without coarfenefs, and fuperiority without

infolence. It had the fuccefs which it de-

ferved, being five times printed*

He was now intimately united to Mn Ad-

difon, who, when he went into Ireland as

fecretary to the lord Sunderland, took him

thither, and employed him in publick bufmels \

and when (171 7) afterwards he rcfe to be

fecretary of ftate, made him under-fecretary.

Their friendfhip feems to have continued

without abatement ; for when Addifon died,

he left him the charge of publiihing his

works, with a folemn recommendation to the

patronage of Craggs.

To thefe works he prefixed an elegy on

the autlior, which could owe none of its

6 beauties
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beauties to the affiftance which might be fuf-

pedled to have ftrengthened or embellifhed

his earlier compofitions ; but neither he nor

Addifon ever produced nobler lines than are

contained in the third and fourth paragraphs,

nor is a more lublime or more elegant funeral

poem to be found in the whole compafs of

Englifli literature.

He was afterwards (about 1725) made fe-

cretary to the Lords juftices of Ireland, a

place of great honour ; in which he continued

till 1 740, when he died on the twenty-third of

April at Bath.

Of the poems yet unmentioned the long-

eft is Kenfmgton Gai'dens^ of which the ver-

iification is fmooth and elegant, but the fiction

unfkilfuliy compounded of Grecian Deities

and Gothick Fairies-. Neither fpecies of thofe

exploded Beings could have done mucli ; and

when they are brought together, they only

make each other contemptible. To Tickell

hov^rever, cannot be refufed a high place

among the minor poets ; nor ihould it be
forgotten that he was one of the contributors

to
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to the Spe&ator* With refped: to his perfonaj

charader, he is faid to have been a man of gay

converfation, at leaft a temperate lover ofwine

and company, and in his domeflick relations

without cenfure.

HAMMOND.
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jF Mr. HAMMOND, though he be well

remembered as a man efteemed and ca-

relTed by the elegant and great, I was at firll

able to obtain no other memorials than fuch

as are fupplied by a book called Gibbers Lives

of the Poets ; of which I take this opportunity

to teftify that it was not written, nor, I believe,

ever feen, by either of the Gibbers ; but was

the work of Robert Shiels, a native of Scot-

land, a man of very acute underftanding,

though with little fcholailick education, who,

not long after the publication of his work,

died in London of a confumption. His life

was virtuous, and his end was pious. Theo-
philus Gibber, then a prifoner for debt, im-

parted, as I was told, his name for ten guineas.

The manufcript of Shiels is now in my pof-

feffion.

Vol. III. M I have
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I have fmce found that Mr. Shiels, though

he was no negligent enquirer, has been mifled

by falfe accounts ; for he relates that James

Hammond, the author of the following Ele-

gies, was the fon of a Turkey merchant, and

had fome office at the prince of Wales's court,

till love of a lady, whofe name was Dafh-

wood, for a time difordered his underftand-

ing. He was unextinguifhably amorous, and

his miftrefs inexorably crueh

Of this narrative, part is true, and part falfe*

He was the fecond fon of Anthony Ham-
naond, a man of note among the wits, poets,

and parliamentary orators in the beginning

of this century, who was allied to Sir Robert

Walpole by marrying his filler. He was

born about 1710, and educated at Weilmin-

fiier-fchool ; but it does not appear that he was

cf any univerfity. He V\^as equerry to the

prince of Wales, and feems to have come

very early into publick notice, and to have

been diftinguilhed by thofe whofe friend-

fnip prejudiced mankind at that time in

favour cf the man on whom they were

bellowed ; for he was the companion of Cob-

ham, Lyttelton, and Chefcerfield. He is faid

9 to
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to have divided his life between pleafure and

books ; in his retirement forgetting the town,

and in his gaiety lofmg the Undent. Of his

literary hours all the effeds are here exhi-

bited, of which the elegies were written very

early, and the Prologue not long before his

death.

In 1 741, he waschofen into parliament for

Truro in Cornwall, probably one ofthofe who
were eleded by the Prince's influence ; and

died next year in June at Stowe, the famous

feat of the lord Cobham. His miftrefs long

outlived him, and in 1779 died unmarried.

The character which her lover bequeathed

her was, indeed, not likely to attrad court-

fhip.

%

The Elegies were publifhed after his death ;

and while the writer's name was remembered

with fondnefs, they were read with a refolu-

tion to admire them. The recommendatory

preface of the editor, who was then believed,

and is now affirmed by Dr. Maty, to be the

earl of Chefterfield, raifed flrong prejudices in

their favour.

M ;s But



164- H A M M O N Di

But of the prefacer, whoever he was, it may
be reafoiiably fufpeded that he never read

the poems ; for he profefTes to value them for

a very high fpecies of excellence, and recom-

mends them as the genuine effufions of the

mind, which exprefles a real paffion in the lan-

guage of nature. But the truth is, thefe.

elegies have neither paffion, nature, nor man-
ners. Where there is fid:ion, there is no paf-

fion ; he that defcribes himfelf as a fhepherd,

and his Nesera or Delia as a fhepherdefs, and

talks of goats and lambs, feels no paffion.

He that courts his miftrefs with Roman ima-

gery deferves to lofe her ; for fhe may with

good reafon fufped: his fincerity, Hammond
has few fentiments drawn from nature, and

few images from modern life. He produces

nothing but frigid pedantry. It would be

hard to find in all his productions three ftanzas

that deferve to be remembered.

Like other lovers, he threatens the lady

with dying ; and what then ihall follow ?

Wilt thou in tears thy lover's corfe attend ;

With.eyes averted light the folemn pyre.

Till all around the doleful flames afcend.

Then, flowly fmking, by degrees expire ?

To
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To footh the hovering foul be thine the care.

With plaintive cries to lead the nnournful band.

In fable weeds the golden vafe to bear,

And cull my afhes with thy trembling hand :

Panchaia's odours be their coflly feaft.

And all the pride of Afia'^ fragrant year.

Give them thp treafures of the fartheft Eaft,

And, what is dill more precious, give thy tear.

Surely no blame can fall upon the nymph
who rejeded a fvv^ain of fo little meaning.

His verfes are not rugged, but they have

no fweetnefs ; they never glide in a ftream of

melody. Why Hammond or other writers

have thought the quatrain of ten fyllables

elegiac, it is difficult to tell. The character

of the Elegy is gentlenefs and tenuity, but

this ilanza has been pronounced by Dryden,

whofe knovv^lege of Englifh metre was not

inconfiderable, to be the moil magnificent of all

the meafures which our language affords.

M 3 SOMER^
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SOMERVILE.
,F Mr. SOMERVILE's life I am not

able to fay any thing that can fatisfy

curiofity.

He was a gentleman whofe ellate was In

Warwickfhire ; his houfe, where h? was born

in 1692, is called Edfton, a feat inherited from

a long line of anceftors ; for he was faid to be

of the firft family in his county. He tells of

hirafelf, that he was born near the Avon's

banks. He was bred at Winchefter-fchool,

and was ele<3:ed fellow of New College. It

does not appear that in the places of his edu-

cation, he exhibited any uncommon proofs of

genius or literature. His powers were firft

difplayed in the country, where he was diftin-

guifhed as a poet, a gentleman, and a ikilful

and ufeful Jullice of the Peace.

Of
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Of the clofe of his life, thofe whom his

poems have delighted will read with pain the

following account, copied from the Letters

of his friend Shenilone, by whom he was

too much refembled.

*' —Our old friend Somervile is dead ! I

did not imagine I could have been fo forry

as I find myfelf on this occafion.

—

Subla-

tum quarimus* I can now excufe all his

foibles ; impute them to age, and to dif-

trefs of circumflances : the laft of thefe

confiderations wrings my very foul to

think on. For a man of high fpirit, con-

fcious of having (at leaft in one produc-

tion) generally pleafed the world, to be

plagued and threatened by wretches that

are low in every fenfe ; to be forced to

drink himfelf into pains of the body, in

order to get rid of the pains of the mind,

is a mifery."—He died July 19, 1742,

and was buried at Wotton, near Henley on

Arden.

His diftrefTes need not be much pitied

:

his eftate is faid to be fifteen hundred a year,

which by his death has devolved to lord So-

M 4 V mervile
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mervile of Scotland. His tnotlier indeed, who
lived till ninety, had a jointure of fix hun-

dred.

It is with regret that I find myfelf not

better enabled to exhibit memorials of a

v/riter, who at leaft muft be allowed to have

fet a good example to men of his own clafs,

by devoting part of his time to elegant know-

lege ; and who has fhewn, by the fubjeds

which his poetry has adorned, that it is prac-

ticable to be at once a fliiiful fportfman and a

i'nan of letters.

Somervile has tried many modes of poetry

;

and though perhaps he has not in any reached

fucli excellence as to raiie much envy, it

may conifiaonly be faid at leaf!:, that be writes

very wellfor a gentleman. His ferious pieces

are fometimes elevated, and his trifles are

fometimes elegant. In his verfes to Addifon

the couplet which mentions Clio is written

with the moft exquifite delicacy of praife ; it

exhibits one of thofe happy firokes that are

feldom attained. In his Odes to Marlborough

there are beautiful lines ; but in the fecorid

Ode he iliews that he knew little of his

hero.



S 6 M E R V I L E. 169

hero, when he talks of his private virtues.

His.fubjeds are commonly fuch as require no

great depth of thought or energy of expref-

'

Hon. His Fables are generally ftale, and

therefore excite no curiofity. Of his favou-

rite, The Two Springs^ the fiilion is unna-

tural, and the moral inconfequential. In

his Tales there is too much coarfenefs, with

too little care of language, and not fuffiqient

rapidity of narration,

His great work is his Chace^ which he

undertook in his maturer age, v/hen his ear

was improved to the approbation of blank

verfe, of which however his two firft lines

give a bad fpecimen. To this poem praife

i:annGt be totally denied. He is allowed by

fportfmen to write with great intelligence of

his fubjed, vv^hich is the firft requifite to ex-

cellence ; and though it is impoffible to inte-

reft the common readers of verfe in the dan-

gers or pieafures of the chafe, he has done all

that tranfition and variety could eafily effed;

;

and has, v/ith great propriety, enlarged his

plan by the modes of hunting ufed in other

fcountriesg

With
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With ftill lefs judgement did he chufe blank

verfe as the vehicle of RuralSports, Ifblank

verfe be not tumid and gorgeous, it is crip-

pled profe ; and familiar images in laboured

language have nothing to recommend them

but abfurd novelty, which, wanting the at-

tractions of Nature, cannot pleafe long. One
excellence of the Splendid Shilling is, that it

is ihort. Difguife can gratify no longer than

it deceives.

SAVAGE,



[ '71 3

A G

TT has been obferved in all ages, that the

advantages of nature or of fortune have

contributed very little to the promotion of

happinefs ; and that thofe whom the fplendour

of their rank, or the extent of their capacity,

have placed upon the fummits of human life,

have not often given any juft occafion to envy

in thofe who look up to them from a lower

llation : whether it be that apparent fuperi-

ority incites great defigns, and great deligns

are naturally liable to fatal mifcarriages ; or

that the general lot of mankind is mifery, and

the misfortunes of thofe whofe eminence

drew upon them an univerfal attention, have

been more carefully recorded, becaufe they

were more generally obferved, and have in

reality been only more confpicuous than

thofe
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tliofe of others, not more frequent, or more

fevere.

That affluence and powerj advantages ex-

trlnfic and adventitious, and therefore eafily

. feparable from thofe by whom they are ppf-

feffed, iliould very often flatter the mind

with expe6tations of fehcity vv^hich they can-

not give, raifes no alloniihment ; but it feems

rational to hope, that intelledual greatnefs

Should produce better effeds : that minds

quahfied for great attainments ihould firil

endeavour their own benefit ; and that they

who are moil able to teach others the way to

happinefs, fhould v/ith moil certainty follow

it themfelves.

But this expedation, however plaufible,

has been very frequently difappointed. The

heroes of literary as well as civil hiftory have

been very often no lefs remarkable for what

they have atchieved ; and volumes have been

written only to enumerate the miferies of the

learned, and relate their unhappy lives, and

untimely deaths.

To tliefe mournful narratives, I am about

to add .the Life of P^ichard Savage, a man
whofe
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whofe writings entitle him to an eminent rank >

in the clafies of learning, and whofe misfor-

tunes claim a degree of compaffion, not always

due to the unhappy, as they w^ere often the

confequences of the crimes of others, rather

than his own.

In the year 1697, Anne Countefs of Mac-

clesfield, having lived for fome time upon

very uneafy terms with her hufoand, thought

a public confeiTion of adultery the moft ob-

vious and expeditious method of obtaining

her liberty ; and therefore declared, that the

child, with which ihe was then great, was

begotten by the Earl Rivers. This, as may
be imagined, made her hufband no lefs de-

firous of a feparation than herfelf, and he

profecuted his defign in the moil eiFedual

manner ; for he applied net to the eccleii-

aftical courts for a divorce, but to the parlia-

ment for an adl:, by which his marriage

might be diflblved, the nuptial contrad: to-

tally annulled, and the children of his wife

illegitimated. This a^t, after the ufual de-

liberation, he obtained, though without the

approbation of fome, who confidered mar-

riage as an affair only cognizable by ecclefiaf-

tical

6
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tical judges * ; and on March 3d was fepa-

rated from his wife, whofe fortune, whicli

was very great, was repaid her, and who
having, as well as her hufband, the liberty of

making another choice, was in a fhort time

married to Colonel Brett.

While the Earl of Macclesfield was profe-

€Uting this affair, his wife was, on the loth

of January 1697-8, delivered of a fon, and

the Earl Rivers, by appearing to confider him

as his own, left none any reafon to doubt of

the fmcerity of her declaration ; for he was

his godfather, and gave him his own name,

which was by his diredtion inferted in the

regifler of St. Andrew's parifh in Holbof-n,

but unfortunately left him to the care of his

• This year was made remarkable by the diflblution of a

marriage folemnized in the face of the church. Salmon's

Review.
The following protell Is reglftered in the books of the

Houfe of Lords.

Diffentient.

Becaufe we conceive that this is the firft bill of that nature

that hath paiTed, where there was not a divorce firft obtained

in the Spiritual Court ; which we look upon as an ill prece-

dent, and may be of dangerous confequence in the future.

Halifax. Rochester.

jnotherj
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mother, whom, as flie was now fet free from

lier hufband, he probably imagined likely to

treat with great tendernefs the child that had

contributed to fo pleafing an event. It is

not indeed eafy to difcover what motives

could be found to over-balance that natural

affedion of a parent, or what interell could

be promoted by negled or cruelty. The

dread of Ihame or of poverty, by which

fome wretches have been incited to abandon

or to murder their children, cannot be fup-

pofed to have afFeded a woman who had

proclaimed her crimes and folicited reproach,

and on whom the clemency of the legiflature

had undefervedly bellowed a fortune, which

would have been very little diminifhed by

the expences which the care of her child

could have brought upon her. It was there-

fore not likely that fhe would be wicked

without temptation, that fhe would look upon

her fon from his birth with a kind of refent-

ment and abhorrence ; and, inftead of fup-

porting, affifling, and defending him, de-

light to fee him ftruggling with mifery, or

that fhe would take every opportunity of ag-

gravating his misfortunes, and obflruding

his refources, and with an implacable and

reltlefs
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reftlefs cruelty continue her perfecutlon from

the firft hour of his life to the iaft.

But whatever were her iTiCtives, no fooner

was her fon born, than fhe difccvered a refo-

lution of difowning him ; and in a very fhort

time removed him from her fight, by com-

mitting him to the care of a poor woman,

whom ihe directed to educate him as her

own, and injoined never to inform him of

his true parents.

Such was the beginning of the life of Ri-*

chard Savage. Born with a legal claim to ho-

nour and to affluence, he was in two months

illegitimated by the parliament, and difowned

by his mother, doomed to poverty and ob-

fcurity, and launched upon the ocean of life,

only that he might be fwallowed by its quick-

fands, or dalhed upon its rocks.

His mother could not indeed infed others

with the fame cruelty. As it was impoffible

to avoid the inquiries which the curiofity or

tendernefs of her relations made after her

child, j[he was obliged to give fome account

of
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t>^ the meafures that Hie had taken ; and her

mother, the Lady Mafon, whether in ap-

probation of her defign, or to prevent more

criminal contrivances, engaged to tranfad with

the hurfe, to pay her for her care, and to fu-

perintend the education of the child.

In this charitable office fhe was ailifted by

his godmother Mrs. Lloyd, who, while fhe

lived, always looked upon him wdth that

tendernefs, which the barbarity of his mc-^

ther made peculiarly neceffary ; but her death,

which happened in his tenth year, was an-

other of the misfortunes of his childhood ; for

though fhe kindly endeavoured to alleviate

his lofs by a legacy of three hundred pounds;

yet, as he had none to profecute his claim,

to fhelter him from oppreflion, or call-in law

to the affiftance of juftice, her will was elud-

ed by the executors, and no part of the mo-

ney was ever paid.

He was, however, not yet w^holly aban-

doned. The Lady Mafon ftill continued her

care, and diredted him to be placed at a

fmall grammar-fchool near St. Alban's, where

he was called by the name of his nurfe, w^ith-

VoL. in. N out
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out the leaft intimation that he had a claim to

any other.

Here he was initiated in literature, and

pafTed through feveral of the claffes, with

what rapidity or what applaufe cannot now
be known. As he always fpoke with refped:

of his mafter, it is probable that the mean

rank, in w^hich he then appeared, did net

hinder his genius from being diftinguifhed,

or his induftry from being rewarded ; and if

in fo low a ftate he obtained diftindion and

rewards, it is not likely that they were gained

but by genius and induftry.

It is very reafonable to conjedure, that

his application was equal to his abilities, be-

caufe his improvement was more than pro-

portioned to, the opportunities which he en-

joyed ; nor can it be doubted, that if his

earlieft produdions had been preferved, hke

thofe of happier ftudents, we might in fome

have found vigorous fallies of that fprightly

humour which diilinguifhes T^he Author to

he let
J
and in others ftrong touches of that

ardent imagination which painted the folemn

fcenes of The Wanderer^

While
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While he was thus cultivating his genius,

his father, the Earl Rivers was feized with a

diftemper^ which in a ihort time put an end

to his life. He had frequently inquired after

his fon, and had always been amufed with

fallacious and evafive anfwers ; but, being

now in his own opinion oil his death-bed,

he thought it his duty to provide for him
among his other natural children, and there-

fore demanded a pofitive account of him,

with an importunity not to be diverted or

denied. His mother, who could no longer

refufe an anfwer, determined at leaft to give

fuch as fhould cut him off for ever from that

happinefs which competence affords, and

therefore declared that he was dead ; which

is perhaps the firft inftance of a lye invented

by a mother to deprive her fon of a provi-

fion which was defigned him by another, and

which Ihe could not exped: herfelf, though

he fhould lofe it.

This was therefore an ad: of wickednefs

which could not be defeated, becaufe it could

not be fufpeded ; the Earl did not imagine

there there could exift in a human form a

mother that would ruin her fon without en-

N 2 riching
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riching herfelf, and therefore beftowed upon

fome other perfon fix thoufand pounds^ which

he had in his will bequeathed to Savage.

The fame cruelty which incited his mother

to intercept this provifion which had been

intended him, prompted her in a fhort time

to ariother project, a projed; worthy of fuch

a difpofition. She endeavoured to rid herfelf

from the danger of being at any tirhe made

known to him, by fending him fecretly to

the American plantations *^.

By whofe kindnefs this fcheme was coun-

teracSed, or by what interpofition fhe was

induced to lay afide her defign, I know not

;

it is not improbable that the Lady Mafon

might perfuade or compel her to defift, or

perhaps ihe could not eafily find accomplices

wicked enough to concur in fo criiel an

action ; for it may be conceived, that thofe

who had by a long gradation of guilt harden-

ed their hearts againft the fenfe of common
wickednefs, would yet be fhocked at the de-

fign of a mother to expofe her fon to flavery

and want, to expofe him without intereft, and

* Savage's Preface to his Mifcellany.

Without
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without provocation ; and Savage might on

this occafion find protedors and advocates

among thofe who had long traded in crimes,

and whom compafTion had never touched

before.

Being hindered, by whatever means, from

banilhing him into another country, fhe form-

ed foon after a fcheme for burying him in po-

verty and obfcurity in his own ; and, that his

ftation of hfe, if not the place of his refidence,

might keep him for ever at a diftance from

her, fhe ordered him to be placed with a flioe^

maker in Holborn, that, after the ufual time

of trial, he might become his apprentice *.

It is generally reported, that this project was

for fome time fuccefsful, and that Savage was

employed at the awl longer than he was wil-

ling to confefs ; nor was it perhaps any great

advantage to him, that an luiexpeded dif-

covery determined him to quit his occupation.

About this time his nurfe, who had always

treated him as her own fon, died ; and it was

natural for him to take care of thofe effeds^

* Preface to Savage's Mifcellanies.

N 3 -, which



i82 SAVAGE.
which by her death were, as he imagmed,

become his own ; he therefore went to her

houfe, opened her boxes, and examined her

papers, among which he found fome letters

written to her by the Lady Mafon, which in-

formed him of his birth, and the reafons for

which it was concealed.

He was no longer fatisfied with the em-

ployment which had been allotted him, but

thought he had a right tc ihare the affluence

of his mother ; and therefore without fcruple

applied to her as her fon, and made ufe of

every art to awaken her tendernefs, and attract

her regard. But neither his letters, nor the

interpofition of tliofe friends which his, merit

or his diftrefs procured him, made any impref-

fion upon her I'nind, She ftill refolved to ne-

gled, though flie could no longer difown him.

It was to no purpofe that he frequently foli-

eited her to admit him to fee her ; fhe avoided

him with the moft vigilant precaution, and or-

dered him to be excluded from her houfe, by

whomfoever he might be introduced, and what

reafon foever he might give for entering it.

Savage
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Savage was at the fame time fo touched with

the difcovery of his real mother, that it was

his frequent pra6bice to walk in the dark even-

ings * for feveral hours before her door, in

hopes of feeing her as fhe might come by ac-

cident to the window, or crofs her apartment

with a candle in her hand.

But all his affiduity and tendemefs'--were

without effed:, for he could neither foften het

heart, nor open her hand, and was reduced to

the utmoft miferies of want, while he "was

endeavouring to awaken the affection of a

mother : He was therefore obliged to feek

fome other means of fupport ; and, having np

profeffion, became by neceflity an author.

At this time the attention of all the literary

world was engrofled by the Bangorian contro-

verfy, which filled the prefs v/ith pamphlets,

and the cofFee-houfes with difputants. Of

this fubjed:, as moft popular, he made choic^

for his firft attempt, and, without any other

knowledge of the queftion than he had ca-

fually colleded from converfation, publifhed a

poem againft the Bifhop.

* See the Plain Dealer,

'
- . N 4 What
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What was the fuccefs or merit of this per-

formance, I know not ; it was probably loft

among the innumerable pamphlets to which

that difpute gave occafion. Mr. Savage v;as

himfelf in a little time afhamed of it, and en--

deavoured to fupprefs it, by deflroying all the

copies that he could colie6t.

. . He then attempted a more gainful kind of

writing *, and in his eighteenth year offered

to the ftage a comedy borrowed from a Spanifh

plot, which was refufed by the players, and

\vls therefore given by him to Mr. Bullock,

who, haying more intereft, made fome flight

alterations, and brought it upon the flage, un-

der the title of f Woman's a Riddle, but

allowed the unhappy author no part of the

profit,
I

.
:Not difcouraged however at his repulfe, he

wrotetwo years afterwards LoyE in a Veil,

another comedy, borrowed likewife from the

Spanifh, but with little better fuccefs than

before 5 for though it was received and a6led3

* Jacob's Lives of Drama.tic Poets.

f This play was printed iirft in 8vo ; and afterwards in

r2mo^ the fifth cditiori.

yet
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yet it appeared fo late in the year, that the

author obtained no other advantage from it,

than the acquaintance of Sir Richard Steele,

and Mr. Wilks, by whom he was pitied, ca-

relTed, and relieved.

Sir Richard Steele, having declared in his

favom- wdth all the ardour of benevolence

which conftituted his charader, promoted his

intereft v^rith the utmoft zeal, related his mil-

fortunes, applauded his merit, took all the op-

portunities of recommending him, and affert-

ed, that "^ " the inhumanity of his mother had
" given him a right to find every good man
^' his father.'*

Nor was Mr. Savage admitted to his ac-

quaintance only, but to his confidence, of

which he fometimes related an inftance too

extraordinary to be omitted, as it affords a

very jufl idea of his patron's charader.

He was once defired by Sir Richard, wath

an air of the utmofl importance, to come very

early to his houfe the next morning. Mr.
Savage came as he had promifed, found the

* Plain Dealer.

chariot
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chariot at the door, and Sir Richard waitincr

for him, and ready to go out. V/hat was in-

tended, and whither they were to go, Savage

could not conjedure, and was not wilhng to

enquire ; but immediately feated himfelf with

Sir Richard ; the coachman was ordered to

drive, and they hurried with the utmoft expe-

dition to Hyde-Park Corner, where they flop-

ped at a petty tavern, and retired to a private

room. Sir Richard then informed him, that

he intended to publifh a pamphlet, and that he

had defn*ed him to come thither that he might

Vv^rite for him. They foon fat down to the

work. Sir Richard didated, and Savage

wrote, till the dinner that had been ordered

was put upon the table. Savage v/as fur^

prized at the meannefs of the entertainment,

and after fome hefitation ventured to afk for

wine, which Sir Richard, not without re-

ludiance, ordered to be brought. They then

finifhed their dinner, and proceeded in their

pamphlet, which they concluded in the after-

noon.

Mr. Savage then imagined his tafk over, and

expeded that Sir Richard would call for the

reckoning, and return home ; but his expedta-

tions
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iions deceived him, for Sir Richard told him,

that he was without money, and that the pam-

phlet muft be fold before the dinner could be

mid for ; and Savage was therefore obliged to

go and offer their new produdion to fale for

two guineas, which with fome difficulty he

obtained. Sir Richard then returned home,

having retired that day only to avoid his cre-

ditors, a'nd compofed the pamphlet only to dis-

charge his reckoning.

Mr. Savage related another fact equally un-

common, which, though it has no relation to

his life, ought to be preferved. Sir Richard

Steele having one day invited to his houfe a

great number of perfons of the firft quality,

they were furprized at the number of liveries

which furrounded the table ; and after dinner,

when wine and mirth had fet them free from

the obfervation of rigid ceremony, one of them

enquired of Sir Richard, how fach an expen-

five train of domeilics could be confiftent with

his fortune. Sir Richard very frankly con-

fefied, that they were fellov/s of whom he

would very willingly be rid. And being then

afked, why he did not difcharge them, de-

clared that they were bailiffs who had intro-

duced



s88 SAVAGE.
duced themfelves with an execution, and whom,

fmce he could not fend them away, he had

thought it convenient to embelHfh withhverieSj

that they might do him credit while they ftaid.

His friends were diverted with the expedi-

ent, and, by paying the debt, difcharged their

attendance, having obliged Sir Richard to pro-

jnife that they fhould never again find hirq

graced with a retinue of the fame kind.

Under fuch a tutor, Mr. Savage was not

likely to learn prudence or frugality ; and per-

haps many of the misfortunes, which the want

of thofe virtues brought upon him in the fol-

lowing, parts of his life, might be jufily im-?

puted to fo unimproving an example.

Nor did the kindnefs of Sir Richard end in

common favours. He propofed to have efta-

blifhed him in fome fettled fcheme of life, and

to have contracted a kind of alliance with

him, by niarrying him to a natural daughter,

on whom he intended to beftow a thoufand

pounds. But though he was always lavifh

of future bounties, he conduced his affairs in

fuch a manner, that he was very feldom able

to
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to keep his promifes, or execute his own in-

tentions ; and, as he was never able to raife

the fum which he had oiFered, the marriage

was delayed. In the mean time he was offi-

cioully informicd, that Mr. Savage had ridi-

culed him ; by which he was fo much exafpe-

rated, that he withdrew the allowance which

he had paid him, and never afterwards ad-

mitted him to his houfe.

It is not indeed .unlikely that Savage might

by his imprudence, expofe himfelf to the

malice of a tale-bearer ; for his patron had

many follies, which, as his difcernment eafily

difcovered, his imagination might fometimxCS

incite him to mention too ludicroufly. A
little knowledge of the world is fufficient to

difcover that fuch weaknefs is very common,

and that there are few who do not fometimes,

in the wantonnefs of thoughtlefs mirth, or

the heat of tranfient refentment, fpeak of

their friends and benefactors with levity and

contempt, though in their cooler moments

they want neither fenfe of their kindnefs,

nor reverence for their virtue. The fault

therefore of Mr. Savage was rather negligence

than ingratitude ; but Sir Richard muft like-

vvife
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wife be acquitted of feverity, for who is ther^

that can patiently bear contempt from one

whom he has relieved and fupported, whofe

eftablifhment he has laboured, and whofe in-*

tereft he has promoted ^

He was now again abandoned to fortune,

without any other friend than Mr. Wilks
j

a maUj who, whatever were his abilities

or fkill as an adtor, deferves at leail to be

femembered for his virtues*, which are not

* As it is a lofs to mankind when any good aelion is for-

gotten, I fhall infert another inftance of Mr. Wilks's genero-

lity, very little known. Mr. Smith, a gentleman educated

at Dublin, being hindered by an i^mpediment in his pronun-

ciation from engaging in orders, for which his friends deligned

him, left his own country, and came to London in quefi: of

employment, but found his felicitations fruitlefs, and his

neceflities every day more prefling. In this diftrefs he wrote

a tragedy, and offered it to the players, by whom it vvas re-

jeded. Thus were his laft hopes defeated, and he had no

other profped: than of the moft deplorable poverty. Bat Mr.-

Wilks thought his performance, though not perfeft, at leafi:

worthy of fome reward, and therefore offered him a benefit.

This favour he improved with fo much diligence, that the

houfe afforded him a conliderable fum, with which he went

to Leyden, applied himfelf to the ftudy of phyfic ; and pro-

fecuted his defign with fo much diligence and fuccefs, that^

when Dr Boerhaave was defired by the Czarina to recommend

proper perfons to introduce into Ruffia the praftice and ftudy

of phyfiC; Dr. Smith was one of thofe v.'hom he felefted.

He had a confiderable penfion fettled on him at his arrival,

jind vvas one of the chief phyficians at the Ruffian court.

often



S A V ^ A G E. 191

often to be found in the world, and perhaps

lefs often in his profeffion than in others. To

be humane, generous, and candid, is a very-

high degree of merit in any cafe ; but thofe

qualities deferve ftill greater praife, when

they are found in that condition, which makes

ahnoft every other man, for whatever reafon,

contemptuous, infolent, petulant, felfilh, and

brutal.

As Mr. Wilks was one of thofe to whom
calamity feldom complained without relief, he

naturally took an unfortunate wit into his

protection, and not only aflifted him in any

cafual diftrefles, but continued an equal and

fteady kindnefs to the time of his death.

By his interpofition Mr. Savage once ob-

tained from his mother * fifty pounds, and a

promife of one hundred and fifty more ; but

it was the fate of this unhappy man, that

few promifes of any advantage to him were

performed. His mother was infedled among

others with the general madnefs of' the South

* This I write upon the credit pf the author of his life,

which was publifhed 1727.

6 Seji
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Sea traffic ; and, having been difappointed iil

her expe£iations, refufed to pay v/hat perhaps

nothing but the profped; of fudden afHuence

prompted her to promife.

Being thus obliged td depend upon the

friendfhip of Mr. Wilks, he was confequently

an affiduous frequenter of the theatres ; and iii

a fhort time the amufem.ents of the Itage took

fuch poffeffion of his mind, that he never

was abfent from a play in feveral years.

This conftant attendance naturally procured

hhn the acquaintance of the players, and,

among others, of Mrs. Oldfield, who was fo

much pleafed with his converfation, and

touched with his misfortunes, that £he allowed

him a fettled penfion of fifty pounds a year,

which was during her life regularly paid.

That this ad: of genercfity may receive its

due praife, and that the good addons of Mrs.

Oldfield may not be fullied by her general

charader, it is proper to mention what Mr.

Savage often declared in the ftrongeft terms,

that he never faw her alone, or in any othet

place than behind the fcenes,

n At
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At her death he endeavoured to fhew his

gratitude in the moil decent manner, by-

wearing mourning as for a mother ; but did

not celebrate her in elegies, becaufe he knew

that too great profufion of praife would only

have revived thofe faults which his natural

equity did not allow him to think lefs, be-*-

caufe they v/ere committed by one who fa-

voured him ; but of which, though Ills virtue

would not endeavour to palliate them, his

gratitude would not fufFer him to prolong the

memory, or difFiile the cenfure.

In his Wanderer^ he has indeed takeii an

opportunity of mentioning her, but celebrates

her not for her virtue, but her beauty, an

excellence v/hich none ever denied her : this

is the only encomium with which he has re-

warded her liberality, and perhaps he has

even in this been too lavifh of his praife. He
feems to have thought, that never to mention

his benefad:refs would have an appearance of

ingratitude, though to have dedicated any

particular performance to her memory would

have only betrayed an officious partiality, that,

without exalting her charad:er, would have de-

preffed his own.

Vol. Ill, O ' He
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He had fometimes, by the kindnefs of Mr.

Wilks, the advantage of a benefit, on which

occafions he often received uncommon marks

of regard and corapaffion ; and was once told

by the Duke of Dorfet, that it was juft to

confider him as an injured noblernan, and

that in his opinion the nobility ought to

think themfel-ves obliged, without folicitation,

to take every opportunity of fupporting him

by their countenance and patronage. But he

had generally the mortification to hear that

the whole intereft of his mother was em-^

ployed to fruftrate his applications, and that

fhe never left any expedient untried, by

which he might be cut off from the poffi-

bility of fupporting life. The fame difpo-

fition fhe endeavoured to diffufe among all

thofe over whom nature or fortune gave her

any influence, and indeed fucceeded too well

in her defign ; but could not always propa-

gate her effrontery with her cruelty, for fome

of thofe, whom fhe incited againft him, were

aihamed of their ov^n condud, and boafted of

that relief which they never gave him.

In this cenfure I do not indifcriminately

involve all his relations ; for he has mentioned

^ S with
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\vith gratitude the humanity of one Lady,

whole name I am now unable to recolledtj

and to whoni therefore I cannot pay the

praifes which Ihe deferves for having ad;ed

well in oppofition to influence, precept, and

example;

The punilhmetit which our laws Inflid:

upon thofe parehts who murder their infants

is well knowuj nor has its juflice ever been

contefted ; but if they defervfe death who de-

ftroy a child in its birth, what pains can be

fevere enough for her who forbears to deftroy

him only to infii£t iharpfer miferies upon him |

who prolongs his life only to make him mi-

ferable ; and who expofes him, without care

and without pity, to the itialice of oppreffion,

the caprices of chanccj and the temptations

of poverty ; who rejoices to fee him over-

whelmed with calamities ; alld, when his

own induftry, or the charity of others, has

enabled him to rife for a fhort time above

his miferies, plunges him again into his

former diftrefs ?

The kindnfefs of his friends hbt affording

him any conftant fypply^ and the profped of

O a improving
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improving his fortune by enlarging his ac-

quaintance neceflarily leading him to places

of expence, he found it neceflary to * endea-

vour once more at dramatic poetry, for which

he was now better qualified by a m^ore exten-

five knowledge, and longer obfervation. But

having been unfuccefsful in comedy, though

rather for want of opportunities than genius,

he refolved now to try whether he fhould

not be more fortunate in exhibiting a tra-

gedy.

The ftory which he chofe for the fubjedt,

was that of Sir Thomas Overbury, a ftory well

adapted to the ftage, though perhaps not far

enough removed from the prefent age, to ad-

mit properly the fidions neceffary to com-

plete the plan : for the mind, which naturally

loves truth, is always moft offended with the

violation of thofe truths of which we are

mCil certain ; and we of courfe conceive thofe

fa.G:s moft certain, which approach neareft to

our own time.

Out of this ftory he formed a tragedy,

which, if the circumftances in which he wrote

* In 17:4.

it
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it be coniidered, will afford at once an un-

common proof of ftrength of genius, and

cvennefs of mind, of a ferenity not to be

ruffled, and an imagination not to be fup-

preifed.

During a confiderable part of the time in

which he v/as employed upon this perform-

ance, 'he was without lodging, and often

without meat ; nor had he any other conve-

niences for ftudy than the fields or the fcreet

allowed him ; there he ufed to walk and form

Jiis fpeeches, and afterwards ftep into a fhop,

beg for a few moments the ufe of the pen

and ink, and and write down what he had

compofed, upon paper which he had picked up

by accident.

If the performance of a writer thus diflrefT-

ed is not perfed:, its faults ought furely to be

imputed to a caufe very different from want

of genius, and mufl rather excite pity than

provoke cenfure.

' But when under thefe difcouragements the

tragedy was finiihed, there yet remained the

labour of introducing it on the ftage, an un-

O 3 dertaking,
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dertaking, which, to an ingenuous mind, was

in a very high degree vexatious and difguft-

mg ; for, having little intereft or reputation,

he wfts obliged to fubmit himfelf wholly to

the players, and admit, with whatever reluc=

tance, the emendations of Mr. Gibber, which

he always confidered as the difgrace of his per-

formance.

He had indeed in Mr. Hill another critic,

of a very different clafs, from whofe friend-

fliip he received great affiftance on many oc-

cafions, and whom he never mentioned but

with the utmoft tendernefs and regard. He
had been for fome time diftinguiihed by him

with very particular kindnefs, and on this

occafion it was natural to apply to him. as an

author of an eftabliilied character. He there-

fore fent this tragedy to him, with 51 fhort

copy of * verfes, in which he defired his

correftipn. Mr. Hill, whofe humanity and

politenefs are generally known, readily com-

plied Vv'ith his requeil: ; but as he is remark-

able - for fmgularity of fentiment, and bold

ex|>eriments in language, Mr. Savage did not

* Printed in the late colleftion of his poems.

think
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think his play much improved by his inno-

vation, and had even at jthat time the cou-

rage to reject feveral paiTages which he could

not approve ; and, what is Hill more laudable,

Mr. Hill had the generofity got to refent the

neglect of his alterations, but wrote the pro-

logue and epilogue, in which he touches on

the circumilances of the author with great

tendernefs.

After all thefe obilrudions and compli-

ances, he was only able to bring his play

upon the ftage in the fummer, when the chief

ad:ors had retired, and the reft were in pof-

feffion of the houfe for their own advantage.

Among thefe, Mr. Savage was admitted to

play the part of Sir Thomas Overbury, by

which he gained no great reputation, the

theatre being a province for which nature

feemed not to have deligned him ; for neither

his voice, look, nor gefture, Were fuch as

were expeded^bn th,e ft&ge ; an^ he was fo

much aihamed of haying been reduced to

appear as a player, tliat he always blotted

put his name from the lift, when a copy of

his tragedy was to be fhown to his friends.

P 4 li\



^oo S A V A G E.

In the publication of his performance he

was mere fuccefsful, for the rays of genius

"that glimmered in it, that glimmered through

all the mifts which poverty and Gibber had

been able to fpread over it, procured him the

notice and eileem of many perfons eminent

for their rank, their virtue, and their wit.

Of this play, a6led, printed, and dedicated,

the accumulated profits arofe to an hundred

pounds, v/hich he thought at that tim^e a very

large flim, having been never mafter of fo

much beforCo

In the Dedication *, for v/hich he received

ten guineas, there is nothing remarkable.

The Preface contains a very liberal encomium

on the blooming excellences of Mr. Theo-

philus Gibber, which Mr. Savage could not

in the latter part of his life fee his friends

about to read^ without fnatching the play out

of their hands. The generofity of Mr. Hill

did not end on this occafion ; for afterwards,

when Mr. Savage's neceffities returned, he

jEncouraged a fubfcription to a Mifcellany of

* To Herbert Tryfl, Efq. of Kerefordfnire.

Poems
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Poems in a very extraordinary manner, by

pubiifhing his I'tory in the Plain Dealer *,

with fome affecting Hnes, which he alTerts to

have been written by Mr. Savage upon the

treatment received by him from his mother,

but of which he was himfelf the author, as

Mr. Savage afterwards declared. Thefe Unes,

and the paper in which they were inferted,

had a very powerful effed: upon all but his

mother, whom, by making her cruelty more

public, they only hardened in her averiion.

Mr. Hill not only promoted the fubfcrip-

tion to the Mifcellany, but furniihed iikewife

the greateft part of the Poems of Vvrhich it is

compofed, and particularly 'J'he Happy Man,
which he publifhed as a fpecimen.

The fubfcriptions of thofe whom thefe

papers fhould influence to patronize merit

in diftrefs, without any other felicitation,

were direded to be left at Button's cofFee-

* The Plahi Dealer was a periodical paper, written by

Mr. Hill and Mr. Bond, whom Mr. Savage called the two

contending powers of light and darknefs. They wrote by

turns each fix Effays ; and the charafter of the work was

pbferved regularly to rife in Mr. Kill's weeks, and fall in

Mr. Bond's.

hoi^fe
5
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houfe ; and Mr. Savage going thither a few

days afterwards, without expedation of any

etfed from his propofal, found to his furprife

feventy guineas *, which had been fent hira

in confequence of the compaffion excited by

Mr. Hill's pathetic reprefentation.

To this Mifcellany he wrote a Preface, in

which he gives an account of his mother's

cruelty in a very uncommon ftrain of hu-

mour, and with a gaiety of imagination,

which the f^ccefs of his fubfcription probably

produced.

The Dedication is addrefTed to the Lady

Mary Wortley Montague, w^hom he flatters

without referve, and, to confefs the truth,

with very little f art. The fame obfervation

may

* The names of thofe who fo generoully contributed to his

relief, having been mentioned in a former account, ought not

to be omitted here. They were the Duchefs of Cleveland,

Lady Cheyney, Lady Cafderaain, Lady Gower, Lady Leca-

mere, the Dutchefs Dowager and Dutchefs of Rutland, Lady

Strafford, the Countefs Dowager of Warwick, Mrs. Mary

Flover, Mrs. Sofuel Noel, Duke of Rutland, Lord Gain f-

borough. Lord Milfington, Mr. John Savage.

f This the following extrafl from it will prove.

— " Since our country has been honoured with the glory

" of your wit, as elevated and immortal as your foul, it no

.
** longer
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mav be extended to all his Dedications : his

compliments are conftrained and violent,

heaped together' without the grace of order,

br the decency of introdudion : he feems to

have written his panegyrics for the perufal

only of bis patrons^ and to have imagined

that he had no other tafk than to pamper

them with praifes however grofs, and that

flattery v^^ould make its way to the heart,

nvithout the affiftance of elegance or invention.

Soon afterwards, the death of the king fur-

niflied a general fiibjed: for a poetical conteft,

in which Mr. Savage engaged, and is allowed

to have carried the prize of honour from his

competitors; but I know not whether he gained

^' longer remains a doabt whether your fex have flrength of
*' mind in proportion to their fvveetnefs. There is fomething
*' in your verfes as diftinguifhed as your air.—They are as

" ftrong as truth, as deep as reafon, as clear as innocence,
" and as fmooth as beauty.—They contain jl jiamelefs and
*' peculiar mixture of force ahd grace, which is at once fo
'* movingly ferene, and fo majeflically lovely, that it is too

f amiable to appear any where but in your eyes and in your
*' writings.

" As fortune is not more my enemy than I am the enemy
*' of flattery, I know not how I can forbear this apolicaticn
** to your Ladyfhip, becaufe there is fcarce a poffibility that
" I fhould fay more than I believe, when I am fpeaking of
'* your Excellence."

,

by
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by his performance any other advantr.ge than

the increafe of his reputation 3 though it

mufi: certainly have been vfith farther views

that he prevailed upon himfelf to attempt a

ipecies of writing, of which ail the topics

had been long before exhaufted, and which

was made at once difhcult by the multitudes

that had failed in it, and thofe that had fuc-

ceeded.

He was now advancing in reputation, and

though frequently involved in very diftrefsful

perplexities, appeared how^ever to be gaining

upon mankind, v/hen both his fame and his

life were endangered by an event, of which

it is not yet determined, whether it ought to

be mentioned as a crime or a calamity.

On the 20th of November 1727, Mr. Sa-

vage came from Richmond, where he then

lodged, that he might purfue his ftudies with

lefs interruption, with an intent to difcharge

another lodging which he had in Weftmin-

Her ; and accidentally meeting tvvo gentlemen

his acquaintances, whofe names v.^ere Mer-

chant and Gregory, he went in with them

to a neighbouring coffee-houfe, and fat

drinking
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driaking till it vv^as late, it being in no time

of Mr. Savage's life any part of his charac-

ter to be the firft of the company that de-

fired to feparate. He would willingly have

gone to bed in the fame houfe ; but there

was not room for the vv^hole company, and

therefore they agreed to ramble about the

llreetp, and divert themfelves v/ith fuch

amufements as Hiould offer themfelves till

morning.

In this walk they happened unluckily to

difcover a light in Robinfon's coifee-houfe,

near Charing-crofs, and therefore went in.

Merchant, with fome rudenefs, demanded a

room, and was told that there was a good

fire in the next parlour, which the company

were about to leave, being then paying their

reckoning. Merchant, not fatisfied with this

anfwer, rufhed into the room, and was fol-

lowed by his companions. He then petu-

lantly placed himfelf between the company
and the fire, and foon after kicked down the

table. This produced a quarrel, fwords were

drawn on both fides, and one Mr. James
Sinclair v\^as killed. Savage, having wound-
ed likevvdfe a maid that held him, forced

4 his
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his v/ay with Merchant out of the" hoiife

j

but being intimidated and confufed, without

refokition either to fly or ftay, they were

taken in a back-court by one of the company

and fome foldiers, tvhom he had called to his

alTiftance.

Being fecured and guarded that night, they

were in the morning carried before three

juftices, who committed them to the Gate-

houfe, from vv'hence, upon thb death of Mr.

Sinclair, which happened the fame day, they

were removed in the night to Newgate, where

they were however treated with fome dif-

tinciion, exem.pted froiii the ignominy of

chains, and confined, not among the common
criminalSj but in the Prefs-yard.

When the day of trial came^ the court was

crov/ded in a very unufual manner, and the

public appeared to intereft itfdf as in a caufe

of general concern. The %itnefres againft

Mr. Savage and his friends were, the wornan

who kept the houfe, which was a houfe of

ill fame, and her maid, the men who were

in the room with Mr. Sinclair, and a woman

of the town, who had been drinking with

X theiii.
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them, arid with whom one of them had

been feen in bed. They fwore in general^

that Merchant gave the provocation, which

Savage and Gregory drew their fwords to

juftify ; that Savage drew firft, and that he

ftaibbed Sinclair when he was not in a pofture

of defence, or while Gregory commanded

his fword ; that after he had given the thruft

he turned pale, and would have retired, but

that the maid clung round him, and one of

the company endeavoured to detain^ kim,

from whom he broke, by cutting the maid

on the head, but was afterwards taken in a

court*

There was fome diiFer^nce in their depofi-^

tions ; one did not fee Savage give the wound,

another faw; it given when Sinclair held his

point towards the ground ; and the woman of

the town afferted, that fhe did. not fee Sin--

clair's fword at all : this difference however

was very far from amounting to inconfift-

ency ; . but it was fufficient to ~ fliew, that the

hurry of the difpi^te was fuch, that it was
not eafy to difcover the truth with relation to

particular circumftances, and that therefore

,r. fome
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fome dedudlons were to be made from the

credibility of the teftimonies.

Sinclair had declared feveral times before

his death, that he received his wound from

Savage, nor did Savage at his trial deny the

fa6t, but endeavoured partly to extenuate it,

by urging the fuddennefs of the whole adion,

and the impoffibility of any ill defign, or

premeditated malice, and partly to juftify it

by the neceffity of felf-defence, and the ha-

zard of his own life, if he had loft that op-

portunity of giving the thruft : he obferved,

that neither reafon nor law obliged a man

to wait for the blow which was threatened,

and which, if he Ihould fuffer it, he might

never be able to return ; that it was always

allowable to prevent an affault, and to pre-

ferve life by taking away that of the adver-

fary, by vvhom it was endangered.

With regard to the violence with which he

endeavoured to efcape, he declared, that it

was not his deiign to fly from juftice, or

decline a trial, but to avoid the expences and

feverities of a prifon ; and that he intended to

have appeared at the bar without compulfion.

This
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This defence, which took up more than an

liour, was heard by the multitude that throng-^

fed the court with the moft attentive and re-

fpedful fiknce : thofe who thiolight he ought

not to be acquitted, owned that applaufe

could not be refufed him ; and thofe who

before pitied his misfortuneSj now reverenced

his abihties*

The witnefTes which appeared againft him

were proved to be perfons of characters which

did not entitle them to much credit ; a common
ilrumpet, a woman by whom ftrumpets were

entertained, and a man by whom they werg

fupported ; and the charader of Savage was

by feveral perfons of diftindion afferted to be

that of a Hiodeft inoffenfive man^ not inclin-

ed to broils, or to infolence, and who hadj

to that time, been only known for his mis-

fortunes and his wit..

Had his audience been his judges^ he had

tmdoubtedly been accquitted ; but Mr. Page,

who was then upon the bench, treated him

with his lifual infolence and feverity, and when
he had fummed up the evidence, endeavoured

Vol. III. P to
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to exafperate the jiiry^ as Mr. Savage ufed tO

relate it, with this eloquent harangue ;

' Gentlemen of the jury^ you are to con-
* fider that Mr. Savage is a very great man, a

' much greater man than you or I, gentlemen
' of the jury ; that he wears very fine clothes,

' much finer clothes than you or I, gentle-

* men of the jury ; that he has abundance

* of money in his pocket, much more money
' than you or I, gentlemen of the jury ; but,

' gentlemen of the jury, is it not a very hard

' cafe, gentlemen of the jury, that Mr. Savage

* fhould therefore kill you or me, gentlemen

* of the jury V

Mr. Savage, hearing his defence thus mifre-

prefented, and the men who were to decide

his fate incited againft him by invidious com-

parifons, refolutely afTerted, that his caufe was

not candidly explained, and began to reca-

pitulate what he had before faid with regard to

his condition, and the neceffity of endeavour-

ing to efcape the expences of imprifonment y

but the judge having ordered him to be filent,

and repeated his orders without efFed, com-

9 manded
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marided that he fhould be taken from the bar

by force.

The jury then heard the opinion of the

judge, that good characters were of no weight

againfl pofitive evidence, though they might

turn the fcale where it was doubtful ; and that

though, when two men attack each other,

the death of either is only manflaughter ; but

where one is the aggreflbr, as in the cafe be-

fore them, and, in purfuance of his iirft at-

tack, kills the other, the law fuppofes the

adion, however fudden,. to be malicious.

They then deliberated upon their verdidt,

and determined that Mr. Savage and Mr.

Gregory were guilty of murder, and Mr.

Merchant, who had no fword, only of mau^
flaughter.

Thus ended this memorable trial, which

lafted eight hours. Mr. Savage and Mr. Gre-

gory were condu£bed back to prifon, where

they were more clofely confined, and loaded

with irons of fifty pounds vv^eight : four days

afterwards they were fent back to the court

to receive fentence ; on which occafion Mr.

V z Savage
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Savage made, as far as it cotild be retained In

memory, the following fpeech.

*' It is now, my Lord, too late to offer any
*' thing by way of defence or vindication

;

" nor can we exped from your Lordfhips, in

*' this court, but the fentence which the law
*' requires you, as judges, to pronounce againfl

" men of our calamitous condition.—But we
" are alfo perfuaded, that as mere men, and

" out of this feat of rigorous juftice, you arc

*' fufceptive of the tender paffions, and too

" humane, not to commiferate the unhappy
" fituation of thofe, whom the law fometimes

" perhaps—exads-—from you to pronounce

" upon. No doubt you diftinguilh between
" offences, which arife out of premeditation,

" and a difpofition habituated to vice or im-

^' morality, and tranfgreffions, which are the

" unhappy and unforefeen effects of cafaal

" abfence of reafon, and fudden impulfe of

" palTion : we therefore hope you will contri-

" bute all you can to an extenfion of tliat

'^ mercy, which the gentlemen of the jury

" have been pleafed to fliew Mr. Merchant,

" who (allowing fadts as fworn againft u& by

6 " the
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** the evidence) has led us into this our cala-

" mity. I hope this will not be conftrued^

" as if we meant to reflect upon that gentle-

** man, or remove any thing from us upon
" him, or that we repine the more at our fate,

" becaufe he has no participation of it : No,
" my Lord ! For my part, I declare nothing

" could more foften my grief, than to be

" without any companion in fo great a mis-

" fortune V
Mr. Savage had now no hopes of life,

but from the mercy of the crown, which

was very earneftly folicited by his friends,

and which, with whatever difficulty the flory

may obtain belief, w^as obilru6ted only by his

mother.

To prejudice the Queen againfl him, fhe

made ufe of an incident, which was omitted

in the order of time, that it might be men-

tioned together with the purpofe which it was

made to ferve. Mr. Savage, when he had

difcovered his birth, had an incefTant defire

to Ipeak to his mother, w^ho always avoided

* Mr. Savage's Life,

P 3 him
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him in publick, and refufed him admiffion into

her houfe. One evening walking, as it was

his cuftom, in the ftreet that fhe inhabited,

he faw the door of her houfe by accident

open ; he entered it, and, finding no perfon

in the pafiage to hinder him, went up ftairs

to falute her. She difcovered him before he

could enter her chamber, alarmed the family

with the moft diftrefsful outcries, and when

flie had by her fcreams gathered them about

her, ordered them to drive out of the houfe

that villain, who had forced himfelf in upon

her, and endeavoured to murder her. Savage,

who had attempted with the moft fubmiffive

tendernefs to foften her rage, hearing her utter

fo deteftable an accufation, thought it prudent

to retire ; and, I believe, never attempted af-*

terwards to fpeak to her.

But, fhocked as he w^as with her falfehood

and her cruelty, he imagined that Ihe intended

no other ufe of her lye, than to fet herfelf

free from his embraces and folicitations, and

was very far from fufpeding that fhe would

treafure it in her memory, as an inftrument

of future wickednefsj or that fhe would en-

deavour
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deavour for this fiditious aflault to deprive hitn

of his hfe.

But when the Queen was folicited for his

pardon, and informed of the fevere treatment

which he had fuffered from his judge, fhe an-

fwered, that, however unjuftifiable might be

the manner of his trial, or whatever extenua-

tion the action for which he was condemned

might admit, fhe could not think that man a

proper object of the King's mercy, who had

been capable of entering his mother's houfe in

the night, with an intent to murder her.

By whom this atrocious calumny had been

tranfmitted to the Queen ; whether fhe that

invented had the front to relate it ; whether

fhe found any one weak enough to credit it,

or corrupt enough to concur with her in her

hateful 4eiign, I know not : but methods had

been taken to perfuade the Queen fo flrongly

of the truth of it, that fhe for a long time

refufed to hear any of thofe who petitioned

for his life.

Thus had Savage perifhed by the evidence

of a bawd, a flrumpet, and his mother, had

P 4 not
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not juilice and compaffion procured hiin an

advocate of rank too great to be rejected un-^

fieard, and of virtue too eminent to be heard

without being believed. His merit and his

calamities happened to reach the ear of the

Countefs of Hertford, who engaged in his

fupport with all the tendernefs that is excited

by pity, and all the zeal which is kindled by

generoiity ; and, demanding an audience of the

Queen, laid before her the Vs''hole feries of his

mother's cruelty, expofed the improbability

of an accufation by which he was charged

with an intent to commit a murder that

could produce no advantage, and foon con-

vinced her how little his former condu(51: could

deferve to be menticmed as, a reafon for extra-?

ordinary feverity.

~ The mterpofition of this Lady was fo fuc«?.

cefsful, that he was fpon after admitted to bail,

and, en the 9th of March 1728, pleaded the

King's pardon.

It is natural to enquire upon what motives

his mother could profecute him in a man-

jQer fo outrageous and implacable ; for what

reafon jlie could employ all the arts of ma-?

lice.
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lice, and all the fnares of calumny, to take

away the life of her own fon, of a fon who
never injured her, who was never fupported

by her expence, nor obflruded any profpe<ft

of pleafure or advantage ; why Ihe Ihould

endeavour to deftroy him by a lye—a lye

which could not gain credit, but muft vanifh

of itfelf at the firft moment of examination,

and of which only this can be faid to make

it probable, that it may be obferved from her

conduct, that the moft execrable crimes

are fometimes committed without apparent

teniptation.

This mother is ftill alive^ and may per-

haps even yet, though her malke was fo of-

ten defeated, enjoy the pleafure of reflecting,

that the life, which fhe often endeavoured to

deftroy, was at leaft fhortened by her mater-

nal offices ; that though Ihe could not tranf^

port her fon to the plantations, bury him iri

the ihop of a mechanic, or haften the hand

of the public executioner, ihe has yet had

the fatisfadion of imbittering all his hours,

and forcing him into exigences that hurried

pa his death.

It
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It is by no means neceflary to aggravate

the enormity of this woman's condud, by
placing it in oppofition to that of the Coun-

tefs of Hertford ; no one can fail to obferve

how much more amiable it is to relieve, than

to opprefs, and to refcue innocence from de-'

Itrudion, than to deftroy without an injury.

Mr. Savage, during his imprifonment, his

trial, and the time in which he lay under

fbntence of death, behaved with great firm-

nefs and equality of mind, and confirmed by

his fortitude the efteem of thofe who before

admired him for his abilities. The peculiar

circumllances of his life were made more

generally known by a fhort account *, which

was then publifhed, and of which feveral

thoufands were in a few weeks difperfed over

the nation ; and the compaffion of mankind

operated fo powerfully in his favour, that he

was enabled, by frequent prefents, not only

to fupport himfelf, but to afTift Mr. Gregory

in prifon ; and, when he was pardoned and

releafed, he found the number of his friends

not lefTened.

* Written by Mr, Beckingham and another gentleman.

The
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The nature of the a6t for which he had

been tried was in itfelf doubtful ; of the evi-

dences which appeared againft him, the cha-

racter of the man was not unexceptionable,

that of the woman notorioully infamous : ihe,

whofe teftimony chiefly influenced the jury

to condemn him, afterwards retracted her af-

fertions. He always himfelf denied that he

was drunk, as had been generally reported.

Mr. Gregory, who is now Colledor of An-
tigua, is faid to declare him far lefs criminal

than he was imagined, even by fome who
favoured him : and Page himfelf afterwards

confefl^ed, that he had treated him with un-

common rigour. When all thefe particulars

are rated together, perhaps the memory of

Savage may not be much fullied by his triaU

Some time after he had obtained his li-

berty, he met in the ftreet the woman that

had fworn with fo much malignity againft

him. She informed him, that fhe was in

diftrefs, and, with a degree of confidence

not eafily attainable, defired him to relieve

her. He, infl:ead of infulting her mifery,

and taking pleafure in the calamities of one

who had brought his life into danger, reprov-

- ed
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ed lier gently for her perjury ; and changing

the only guinea that he had, divided it equally

between her and himfelf.

This is an adlion which in fome ages

would have made a faint, and perhaps in

others a hero, and which, without any hy-

perbolical encomiums, muft be allowed to

be an inilance of uncommon generofity, an

slQl of complicated virtue ; by which he at

once relieved the poor, corrected the vicious,

and forgave an enemy; by which he at once

remitted the ftrongeft provocations, and exer-^

cifed the moll ardent charity.

Gompafficn w^as indeed the diflinguifhing

quality of Savage ; he never appeared in-

clined to take advantage of weaknefs, to at-

tack . the defencelefs, or to prefs upon the

falling : whoever was diftrefTed was certain

at leaft of his good wifhes ; and when he

could give no affiftance to extricate them

from misfortunes, he endeavoured to footh

tliem by fympathy and tendernefs.

But when his heart was not foftened by

the frglit of mifery, he was fometimes ob-

ftinate in his refentment, aud did not quickly

lofe
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lofe the remembrance of an injury. He al-

ways continued to fpeak with anger of the

infolence and partiahty of Page, and a fhort

time before his death revenged it by a fatire %

It is natural to enquire in what terms Mr.

Savage fpoke of this fatal adion, when the

danger was over, and he was under no ne-

ceffity of ufmg any art to fet his condud: in

the faireft light* He was not willing to

dwell upon it 5 and, if he tranfiently men-

tioned it, appeared neither to confider him-

felf as a murderer, nor as a man wholly free*

from the guilt of blood f . How much and

how long he regretted it, appeared in a

poem which he publifhed many years after-

wards. On oecalion of a copy of verfes, in,

which the failings of good men were re-

counted, and in which the author had en-

deavoured to illuftrate his pofition, that " the

" befl may fometimes deviate from virtue,""

by an inftance of murder committed by Sa-*

vage -m the heat of wine. Savage remarked,

"that it was- no very jufl reprefentation of a

good man, to fuppofe him liable to drunken=-

nefs, and diipefed in his riots to cut throats.

* Printed in the late colledion.

• f In one of his letters he ftyles it " a fatal quarrel, buE

too-well known."

He
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He was now indeed at liberty, but was, as

before, without any other fupport than acci-

dental favours and uncertain patronage af-

forded him ; fources by which he was fome-

times very liberally fupplied, and which at

other times were fuddenly flopped ; fo that

he fpent his life between want and plenty

;

or, what was yet worfe, between beggary

and extravagance ; for as whatever he re-

ceived was the gift of chance, which might

as well favour him at one time as another,

he was tempted to fquander what he had,

becaufe he always hoped to be immediately

fupplied.

Another caufe of his profufion was the ab-

furd kindnefs of his friends, who at once re-

warded and enjoyed his abilities, by treating

him at taverns, and habituating him to plea-

fures which he could not afford to enjoy,

and which he was not able to deny himfelf,

though he purchafed the luxury of a fmgle

night by the anguifh of cold and hunger for

a week.

The experience of thefe inconveniences

deterniined him to endeavour after fome fet-

tled
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tied income, which, having long found fub-

miffion and intreaties fruitlefs, he attempted

to extort from his mother by rougher me-

thods. He had now, as he acknowledged,

loll that tendernefs for her, which the whole

feries of her cruelty had not been able wholly

to reprefs, till he found, by the efforts which

ihe made for his deftrudlion, that fhe was

not content with refuling to affift him, and

being neutral in his ftruggles with poverty,

but was as ready to fnatch every opportunity

of adding to his misfortunes, and that fhe

was to be confidered as an enemy implacably

malicious, whom nothing but his blood could

fatisfy. He therefore threatened to harafs

her with lampoons, and to publifh a copious

narrative of her conduct, unlefs flie confented

to purchafe an exemption from infamy, by

allowing him a penfion.

This expedient proved fuccefsful. Whether

fhame flill furvived, though virtue was ex-

tin£t, or whether her relations had more de-

licacy than herfelf, and imagined that fome

of the darts which fatire might point at her

would glance upon them ; Lord Tyrconnel,

whatever were his motives, upon his promife

to
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to lay afide his defign of expofiPxg the cru^

elty of his mother, received him into his fa-

mily, treated him as his equal, and engaged

to allow him a penfion of two hundred pounds

a year.

This was the golden part of Mr. Savage's

life ; and for fome time he had no reafon to

complain of fortune ; his appearance was

fplendid, his expences large, and his ac-

quaintance extenfive. He was courted by

all who endeavoured to be thought men of

genius, and carelTed by all who valued them-

felves upon a refined tafte. To admire Mr»

Savage, was a proof of difcernment ; and to

be acquainted with him, was a title to poe-

tical reputation. His prefence was fuffi-

cient to make any place of pubiick entertain-

ment popular ; and his approbation and ex-

ample conftituted the faihion. So powerful

is genius, when it is invefled with the glitter

of affluence ! Men willingly pay to fortune

that regard which they owe to merit, and are

pleafed when they have an opportunity at

©nee of gratifying their vanityj and pra^ifmg

^eir duty*

This
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Tills interval of profperlty furniilied him

with opportunities of enlarging his knowledge

of human nature, by contemplating life from

its higheft gradations to its loweil ; and, had

he afterwards applied to dramatick poetry, he

would perhaps not have had many fuperiors;

for as he never fufFered any fcene to pafs be-

fore his eyes 'without notice, he had treafored

in his mind all the different combinations of

paflions, and the innumerable mixtures of

vice and virtue, which diftinguifli one cha-

racter from another ; and, as his conception

was ftrong, his expreffions were clear, he eafily

received impreifions from objeds, and very

forcibly tranfmitted them to others.

Of his exad obfervations on human life he

has left a proof, which would do honour to

the greateft names, in a fmall pamphlet,

called, T^he Author to he let ^^ where he in-

troduces Ifcariot Hackney^ a proftitute fcrib-

bier, giving an account of his birth, his edu-

cation, his difpofition and morals, habits of

life, and maxims of condu<ft. In the intro-

dudion are related many fecret hiftories of

* Printed in his Works, vol. II, p. 231.

Vol. ITI, Q^ the
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the petty writers of that time, but fome-

times mixed with ungenerous relledions on

their birth, their circumftances, or thofe of

their relations ; nor can it be denied, that

fome paffages are fuch as Ifcariot Hackney

might himfelf have produced.

He was accufed hkewife of living in an

appearance of friendihip with fome whom he

fatirifed, and of making ufe of the confi-

dence which he gained by a feeming kind-

nefs to difcover failings and expofe them : it

muft be confeffed, that Mr. Savage's efteem

was no very certain poiTeffion, and that he

would lampoon at one time thofe whom he

had praifed at another.

It may be alleged, that the fame man may

change his principles, and that he, who was

once defervedly commended, may be after-

wards fatirifed with equal juftice, or that tiie

poet was dazzled with the appearance of vir-^

tue, and found the man whom he had cele-

brated, when he had an opportunity of ex-

amining him more narrowly, unworthy of

the panegyrick which he ha.d too haftily be-

ftowed } and that, as a falfe fatire ought to be

2 xecantedj
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recanted, for the fake of him whofe repu-

tation may be injm-ed, falfe praife ought

likewife to be obviated, left the diftindioa

between vice and virtue fhould be loft, left a

bad man ihould be trufted upon the credit of

his encoraiaft, or left others Ihould endeavour to

obtain the like praifes by the fame means.

But though thefe excufes may be often

piaufible, and fometimes juft, they are very

feldom fatisfad:ory to mankind ; and the v/ri-'

terj who is not conftant to his fubjed:, quick-

ly fnlks into eonten^pt, his fatire lofes its

forcej and his panegyrick its value, and he is

only confidered at one time as a flatterer, and

as a calumniator at another.

To avoid thefe imputations, it is only uq-^

ceflary to follow the rules of virtue, and to

preferve an unvaried regard to truth. For

though it is undoubtedly poilible, that a man^

however cautious, may be fometimes deceiv-

ed by an artful appearance of virtue, or by

falfe evidences of guilt, fuch errors will not

be frequent ; and it vrill be ailov^^ed, that the

name ,of an author would never have been

made contemptible, had no man ever faid

0^2 what
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what he did not think, or mifled others but

when he was himfelf deceived.

If The Author to be let was firft piiblifh-

cd in a lingle pamphlet, and afterv^^ards in-

ierted in a colledlion of pieces relating to the

Dunciad, which were addreffed by Mr. Sa--

vage to the Earl of Middlefex, in a * dedi-

cation which he was prevailed upon to fign,

though he did not Write it, and in which

there are fome pofitions, that the true author

would perhaps not have publilhed under his

own name, and on which Mr. Savage after-

wards reflected with no great. fatisfacStion ;

the enumeration of the bad efFeds of the

uncontroled freedom of the prefs, and the

aflertion that the " liberties taken by the

^^ writers of Journals with their fuperiors

" were exorbitant and unjuftifiable," very ill

became men, who have themfelves not al-

wavs fhewn the exad:eft regard to the laws

of fubordination in their writings, and who

have- often fatirifed thofe that at leaft thought

themfelves their fuperiors, as they were emi-

nent for their hereditary rank, and employed

* See his Works, vol. II. p. 233.,
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;lii the highefl offices of the kingdom. But

this is- only an inftance of that partiality

which almoft every man indulges with rc:-

gard to himfelf ; the liberty of the prefs is a

bleffing when we are inclined to write againft

others, and a calamity when we find ourfelves

overborne by the multitude of our affailants i

as the power of the crown is always thought

too great by thofe who fuffer by its influence,

and too little by thofe in whofe favour it is

exerted ; and a ftanding army is generally ac-

counted neceflary by thofe who command,

and dangerous and appreffive by thofe who
fupport it,

Mr. Savage was likewife very far from be-^

iieving, that the letters annexed to each fpe-

cies of bad poets in the Bathos, were, as he

was diredied to affert, " fet down at ran-

*' dom;" for when he was charged by one of

his friends with putting his name to fuch an

improbability, he had no other anfwer to

make, than that " he did not think of it ;
'*

^md his friend had too much tendernefs to

reply, that next to the crime of writing con-

;rrary to what he thought, was that of wpt-'

pg without thinking.

Ql After
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After having remarked what is falfe in this

dedication, it is proper that I obferve the im-r

partiality which I recommend, by declaring

what Savage afferted, that the account of the

circumftances which attended the publication

of the Dunciad, however ftrange and impro-r

bable, was exadlly true.

The publication of this piece at this time

raifed Mr. Savage a great number of enemies

among thofe that v>rere attacked by Mr. Pope^

with w^hom he was confidered as a kind of

confederate, and v/hom he was fufped:ed of

fupplying with private intelligence and fecret

incidents : fo that the ignominy of an mr
former v/as added to the terror of a fatirift.

That he was not altogether free from lite-

rary hypocrify, and that he fometimes fpoke

one thing, s,nd wrote another, cannot be

denied ; becaufe he himfelf confeffed, thatj

when he lived in great familiarity with Den-

nis, he wrote an epigram * againft him.

Mr.

* This epigram was, I believe^ never publiilied.

Sliould Dennis publiih you had ftabb'd your brother,

LampDon'd your monarch, or debauch'd your mother

;

SayJ
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Mr. Savage however fet all the malice of

all the pigmy writers at defiance, and thought

the friendfliip of Mr. Pope cheaply purchafed

by being expofed to their cenfure and their

hatred ; nor had he any reafon to repent of

the preference, for he found Mr. Pope a

fteady and unalienable friend almoll to the

end of his life.

About this time, notwithfxanding his avow-

ed neutrality with regard to party, he pub-

iiihed a panegyrick on Sir Robert Walpole, for

which he was rewarded by him with twenty

guineas, a fum not very large, if either the

excellence of the performance, or the afflu-

ence of the patron be confidered ; but great-

er than he afterwards obtained from a perfon

of yet higher rank, and more defirous in ap-

pearance of being diftinguilhed as a patron of

literature.

Say, what revenge on Dennis can be had.

Too dull for laughter, for reply too mad ?

On one fo poor you cannot take the law.

On one fo old your fword you fcorn to draw.

Uncag'd. then, let the hannlefs monfter rage^

Secure in diilnefs, madnefs, want, and age,,



232 SAVAGE.
As he was very far from approving th^

condud of Sir Robert Walpole, and in con^

verfation mentioned him fometimes with acri-

mony, and generally wich contempt ; as he

was one of thofe who were always zealous

in their affertions of the juftice of the late

oppofition, jealous of the rights of the peo-

ple, and alarmed by the long-continued tri-

umph of the court ; it was natural to afk him

what could induce him to employ his poetry

in praife of that man who was, in his opi-

nion, an enemy to liberty, and an oppreifor

of his country ? He alleged, that he was

then dependent upon the Lord Tyrconnel,

who was an implicit follower of the miniftry
;

and that being enjoined by him, not without

menaces, to write in praife of his leader, he

had not refolution fufficient to facrifice the

pleafure of affluence to that of integrity.

On this, and on many other occafions, he

was ready to lament the mifery of living at

the tables of other men, which was his fate

from the beginning to the end of his life
;

for I know not whether he ever had, for

three months together, a fettled habitation,

in
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in which he could claim a right of refi-

dence.

To this unhappy ftate it is juft to impute

much of the inconftancy of his condud: ; for

though a readinefs to comply with the incli-

nation of others was no part of his natural

characSter, yet he was fometimes obliged to

relax his obftinacy, arid fubmit his own judge-

rrient, and even his virtue, to the government

of thofe by whom he was fupported : fo that,

if his miferies were fometimes the confe-

quence^ of his faults, he ought not yet to be

wholly excluded from compaffion, becaufe his

faults were very often the efFed:s of his mif-

fortunes.

In this gay period * of his life, while he

was furrounded by affluence and pleafure, he

publifhed T^he Wanderer^ a moral poem, of

which the defign is comprifed in thefe lines :

I fly all public care, all venal flrife.

To try the ftill compared with adive life j

To prove, by thefe the fons of men may owe

'fhe fruits of blifs to burfting clouds of woe j

1729.

That
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That ev'n calamity, by thought refin'd,

Infpirits and adorns the thinking n:iind.

And more diflind;Iy in the follovv^ing paf-

fage:

By woe, the foul to daring adlon fwelisi

By woe, in plaintlefs patience it excels 3

From patience, prudent clear experience fprings.

And traces knowledge thro' the conrfe of things!

Thence hope is form'd, thence fortitude, fuccefs.

Renown :—whatever men covet and carefs.

This performance was always confidered by

himfelf as his mafter-piece ; and Mr. Pope,

when he afked his opinion of it, told him,

that he read it once over, and was not dif-

pieafed with it, that it gave him more plea-

fure at the fecond perufa], and delighted hin^

ftill more at the third.

It has hcen generally objedled to Th/^ Wan-

derer^ that the difpofition of the parts is irre-

gular ; that the defign is obfcure, and the

plan perplexed • that the images, hovv'ever

beautiful, fucceed each other without order

;

and that the whole performance is not fo

much a regular fabrick, as a heap of fhining

materials
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materials thrown together by accident, which

Urikes rather with the folemn magnificence of

a ftupendous ruin, than the elegant grandeur

,«9f a finifhed pile.

This criticifm is univerfal, and therefore it

is reafonable to believe it at leail in a great

degree juft ; but Mr, Savage was always of a

contrary opinion, and thought his drift could

only be miffed by negligence or ftupidity,

and that the whole plan was regular, and the

parts difti.niSI:.

It was n€Ter denied to abound with ilrong

reprefentations of nature, and juft obferva-

tions upon life ; and it may eafily be obferv-

ed, that moft of his pidures have an evi-

dent tendency to illuftrate his firft great por-

tion, " that good is the confequence of evil."

The fun that burns up the mountains, frudi-

fies the vales ; the deluge that rufhes down
the; broken rocks with dreadful impetuofity^

is feparated into purling brooks ; and the

rage of the hurricane purifies the air.

Even in this poem he has not been able to

forbear one touch upon the cruelty of his mo-

then
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tlier, which, though remarkably delicate and

tender, is a proof how deep an impreffion it

bad upon his mind.

This mufl be at leaft acknowledged, which

ought to be thought equivalent to many other

excellences, that this poem can promote no

other purpofes than thofe of virtue, and that

it is written with a very ftrpng fenfe of the

efficacy of religion.

But my province is rather to give the hif-

tory of Mr. Savage's performances, than to

difplay their beauties, or to obviate the criti-

cifms which they have oceafioned ; and there-

fore I fhall not dwell upon the particular paf-

iages which deferve applaufe : I fhall neither

fliew the excellence of his defcriptions, nor

expatiate on the terrifick portrait of fuicide,

oor point out the artful touches, by which he

has diftinguifhed the intellectual features of

the rebels, who fuffered death in his lall

canto. It is, however, proper to obferve,

that Mr. Savage always declared the charac«

ters wholly fiditious, and without the leafl

alluHon to any real perfons or actions.

Froni
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From a poem fo diligently laboured, and

fo fuccefsfully finifhed, it might be reafon-

ably exped:ed that he fhoiild have gained con-

fiderable advantage ; nor can it, without fome

degree of indignation and concern, be told,,

that he fold the copy for ten guineas, of

which he afterwards returned two, that the

two laft fheets of the w^ork might be reprint-

ed, of which he had in his abfence intrufled

the corredion to a friend, who was too indo-

lent to perform it with accuracy.

A fuperflitious regard to the correction of

his fheets - was one of Mr. Savage's peculiari-

ties : he often altered, revifed, recurred to

his firft reading or punctuation, and again

adopted the alteration; he was dubious and

irrefolute without end, as on a queftion of

the laft importance, and at laft was feldom

fatisfied : the intrufion or omiffion of a

comma was fufficient to difcompofe him,

and he would lament an error of a lingle

letter as a heavy calamity. In one of his

letters relating to an impreftion of fome verfes,

he remarks, that he had, with regard to the

corredion of the proof, " a fpell upon him ;"

and indeed -the anxiety with v/hich he dwelt

S upon
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upon the minuteft and moft trifling niceties,

deferved no other name than that of fafcina-

tlon.

That he fold fo valuable a performance for

fo fmall a price, was not to be imputed either

to neceffity, by which the learned and inge-

nious are often obliged to fubmit to very hard

conditions ; or to avarice, by vfhich the book^

fellers are frequently incited to opprefs that

genius by which they are fupported ; but to

that intemperate defire of pleafure, and ha-

bitual flavery to his pallions, which involved

him in many perplexities. He happened at

that time to be engaged in the purfuit of

fome trifling gratification, and, being with-

out money for the prefent oecafion^ fold his

poem to the firft bidder, and perhaps for the

firfl: price that was propofed, and would pro-

bably have been content v/ith lefs, if lefs had

been oflFered him.

This poem was addreiTed to tne Lord Tyr-

connel, not only in the firft lines, but in a

formal dedication filled with the higheft ftrains

of panegyrick, and the warmeft profefllons

of gratitude, but by no means rem-arkable

for delicacy of connedion or elegance of ftyle.

. Thefe
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Thefe praifes in a fliort time he found him-

felf inclined to retrad, being difcarded by

the man on whom he had bellowed them,

and whom he then immediately difcovered

not to have deferved them. Of this quarrel,

w^iich every day made more bitter, Lord

Tyrconnel and Mr. Savage afligned very dif-

ferent reafons, which might perhaps all in

reaUty concur, though they were not all con-

venient to be alleged by either party. Lord

Tyrconnel affirmed, that it was the conftant

pradice of Mr. Savage to enter a tavern

with any company that propofed it, drink

the moft expenfive wines wdth great profu-

fioo, and when the reckoning was demand-

ed, to be without money : If, as it often

happened, his company were Vvillinp- to de-

fray his part, the affair ended, without any

ill confequences ; but, if they v/ere refrac-

tory, and expeded that the w^ine fliould be

paid for by him that drank it, his method of

compofition was, to take them with him to

his own apartn;ient, afTume the government

of the houfe, and order the butler in an
imperious manner to fet the bell v^ine in the

cellar before his company, who often drank

till they forgot the refpect due to the houfe

in
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in which they were entertained, indulgecl

themfelves in the utmoft extravagance of

merriment, pradiifed the moft licentious fro-

licks, and committed all the outrages of

drunkennefs.

Nor was this the only charge which Lord

Tyrconnel brought againft him ; Having

given him a colledion of valuable books,

ftamped with his own arms, he had the mor-

tification to fee them in a fhort time expofed

to fale upon the ftalls, it being ufual with Mr.

Savage, when he wanted a fmall fum, to take

his books to the pawnbroker.

Whoever was acquainted v/ith Mr. Savage

eafily credited both thefe accufations : for,

having been obliged, from his firft entrance

into the world, to fubfift upon expedients,

affluence was not able to exalt him above

them ; and fo much was he delighted with

wine and converfation, and fo long had he

been accuftomed to live by chance, that he

would at any time go to the tavern without

fcruple, and truft for the reckoning to the li-

berality of his company, and frequently of

company to whom he was very little knowui

This condu<^ indeed very feldom drew upon

himp
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nirii thofe inconveniences that might be fear-

ed by any other peribn ; for his convcrfation

was fo entertairiingj and his addrefs fo pleaf^

ing,' that few thought the pleafiire which

they received from him dearly purchafed, by

paying for his wine. It was his peculiar hap-^

pinefs, that he fcarcely ever found a ilranger,

whom he did not leave a friend ; but it muft

likewife be addedj that he had not often a

friend long, without obliging him to become

a ftranger.

Mr. Savage, on the other hand, declared,

that Lord Tyfconnel '•^ quarrelled with him,,

becaufe he would fubftrad: from his own lux-

ury and extravagance what he had promifed

to allow him, and that his refentment was

only a plea for the violation of his promife

:

He aflerted^ that he had doriQ nothing that

ought to exclude him from that fubfiftence

which he thought not fo much a favour, as

a debt, fmce it was offered him upon con-

ditions, which he Iiad never broken ; and that

liis only fault was, that he could not be fup-

ported v/ith nothing.

* His exprfeflion in one of his Ifetters was, "that Lor4
" Tyrconnel had involved his eftate, and therefore poorly'
*' fought an occafion t<? quarrel with him."

Vol. III. R He
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He acknowledged, that Lord Tyrconnel

often exhorted him to regulate his riiethod of

life, and not to fpend all his nights in taverns,

and that he appeared very defirous, that he

would pafs thofe hours with him, which he

fo freely bellowed upon others. This de-

mand Mr. Savage confidered as a cenfure of

his conduft, which he could never patiently

bear ; and which, in the latter and cooler

part of his life, was fo ofFenfive to him, that

}ie declared it as his refolution, " to fpurn

*' that friend who fhould prefume to dictate

'* to him ;" and it is not likely, that in his

earlier years he received admonitions with

mor« calmnefs*

He was likewife inclined to refent fuch

expectations, as tending to infringe his li-

berty, of which he was very jealous, when
it was neceflary to the gratification of his

paffions ; and declared, that the requeft w^as

ftiil more unreafonable, as the company to

which he was to have been confined was in-

fupportably difagreeable. This affertion af-

fords another inftance of that inconfillency

of his writings with his converfation, which

w^B fo often to be obferved. He forgot how

g lavifhly
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lavifhly he had, in his Dedication to The

Wanderer^ extolled the delicacy and pene-

tration j the humanity and generofity, the

candour and politenefs, of the man, whom,

when he no longer loved him, he declared to

be a wretch without underftanding, without

good-nature, and without juftice; of whofe

name he thought himfelf obliged to leave

no trace in any future edition of his writ-

ings ; and accordingly blotted it out of that

copy of The Wanderer which was in his

hands.

During his continuance with the Lord

Tyrconnel, he wrote The Triumph of Health

and Mirth^ on the recovery of Lady Tyr-

connel from a languifhing illnefs. This per- -

formance is remarkable, not only for the

gaiety of the ideas, and the melody of the

numbers, but for the agreeable lid:ion upoa
which it is formed. Mirth, overwhelmed

with forrow for the licknefs of her favourite,

takes a flight in queft of her fifter Health,

whom ihe finds reclined upon the brow of a

lofty mountain, amidft the fragrance of per-

petual fpring, with the breezes of the morn-

ing fporting about her. Being folicited by

R 2 her
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her fifter Mirth, fhe readily promlfes her

affiftance, flies away in a cloud, and impreg-

nates the waters of Bath with new virtues:,

by which the ficknefs of Belinda is relieved.

As the reputation of his abilities, the par-

ticular circumftances of his birth and life, the

fplendour of his appearance, and the dif-

tindion which was for fome time paid him

by Lord Tyrconnel, intitled him to famili-

arity with, peribns of higher rank than thofe,

to whofe converfation he had been before ad-

mitted, he did not fail to gratify that curi-

ofity, which induced him to take a nearer

view of thofe whom their birth, their em-
ployments, or their fortunes, neceiTarily place

at a diftance from the greateft part of man-

kind, and to examine whether their merit

was magnified or diminifhed by the me-

dium through which it was cantemplated

;

whether the fplendour with which they daz-

zled their admirers was inherent in them-

felves, or only rejfiedted on them by the ob-

jetls that furrounded them ; and whether

great men %vere fel€d;ed for hi^h flations, or

high (lations made great men.

For
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For this purpofe he took all opportunities

of converfing familiarly with thofe who
were moft confpicuous at that time for their

power or their influence ; he watched their

loofer moments, and examined their domef-

tick behaviour, with that acutenefs which na-

ture had given him, and which the uncom-
mon variety of his life had contributed to

increafe, and that inquifitivenefs which muft

always be produced in a vigorous mind, by
^n abfolute freedom from all preffing or do-

meftick engagements. His difcernment was
quick, and therefore he foon found in every

. perfon, and in every affair, foraething that

deferved attention ; he was fupported by
others, without any care for himfelf, and was

therefore at leifure to purfue his Qbfer*

vations.

More circumflances to conftitute a crltick

on human life could not eafily concur ; nor

indeed could any man, who affumed fromi

accidental advantages more praife than he

could juftly claim from his real merit, admit

an acquaintance more dangerous than that

of Savage ; of whom likewife it muft be

fonfefTed, that abilities really exalted above

R 3 the
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the ccmmon level, or virtue refined from

paffion, or proof againft corruption, could

not eafily find an abler judge, or a warmer

advocate.

What v^^as the refult of Mr. Savage's en-

quiry, though he was not much accufiiomed

to conceal his difcoveries, it may not be en-

tirely fafe to relate, becaufe the perfons whofe

characters he criticifed are powerful ; and

power and refentment are feldom flirangers;

nor would it perhaps be wholly juft, becaufe

what he aiferted in converfation might, though

true in general, be heightened by fome mo-
mentary ardour of imagination, and, as it

can be delivered only from memory, may be

imperfedly reprefented ; fo that the pidure

at firft aggravated^ and then unfkilfully copi-

ed, may be juftly fiifpeded to retain no great

refemblance of the original.

It may however be obferved, that he did

not appear to have formed very elevated ideas

of thofe to whom the adminiftration of af-

fairs, or the condudt of parties, has been in-

truited ; who have been confidered as the ad-^

vocates of the crown, or the guardians of

the



SAVAGE. 247

the people ; and who have obtained the moft

implicit confidence, and the loudeft applaufes.

Of one particular perfon, who has been at

one time fo popular as to be generally ef^

teemed, and at another lo formidable as to

be univerfaliy detefted, he obferved, that his

.acquifitions had been linall, or that his ca-

pacity was narrow, and that the whole range

of his mind was from obfcenity to politicks,

and from politicks to obfcenity.

But the opportunity of indulging his fpe«

culations on great charaders was now at an

end. He was banifhed from the table of

Lord Tyrconnel, and turned again adrift

upon the world, without profpe(^ of finding

quickly any other harbour. As prudence

was not one of the virtues by which he was

diftinguiihed, he had made no proviiion

againft a misfortune like this. And thoiigh

it is not to be imagined but that the iepara-

tion mull for fome time have been preceded

by coldnefs, peevilhnefs, or negled:, though

it was undoubtedly the confequence of accu-

mulated provocations on both fides ; yet eveiy

one that knew Savage will readily believe, that

to him it was fudden as a ftroke of thunder |

R 4 thatj
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that, though he might have tranfiently fufr

peded it, he had never fufFered any thought

fo unpleafing to fink into his mind, but that

he had driven it away by amufements, or

dreams of future fehcity and affluence, and

had never taken any meafures by v^Uich he

might prevent a precipitation firom plenty to

indigence*

This quarrel and feparation, and the diffi-

culties to which Mr. Savage v/as expofed by

them, were foon known both to his friends

and enemies ; nox was it lojig before h^ per-

(jeived, from the behaviour of both, how
ipuch is added to the luftre of genius by thQ

©rnaments of wealth*

His condition did not appear to excite

much compaffion ; for he had not always

been careful to ufe the advantages he en-

joyed with that moderation which ought to

have been with more than ufqal caution pre-

ferved by him, who knew, if ]ie had re-

fieded, that he w^as only a dependant on the

bounty of another, whom he could ^xped: to

fupport him no longer than he endeavoured
'

to preferve his favour by complying with hig

jnclinationSa
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Kicllnations, and whom he neverthelefs fet at

defiance, and was continually irritating by

negligence or encroachments.

Examples need not be fought at any great

diftance to prove, that fuperiority of fortune

has a natural tendency to kindle pride, and

that pride feldom fails to exert itfelf in con-

tempt and infult ; and if this is often the

effect of hereditary wealth, and of honours

enjoyed only by the merit of others, it' is

fome extenuation of any indecent triumphs

to which this unhappy man may have been

betrayed, that his profperity was heightened

by the force of novelty, and made more in-"

toxicating by a fenfe of the mifery in which

he had fo long languifhed, and perhaps of

the infults which he had formerly borne, and

whfch he lyiight now think himfelf entitled

to revenge. It is too common for thofe who
have unjuftly fuffered pain, to inflid: it like-

wife in thejr turn with the fame injuftice, and

to imagine that they have a right to treat

Others as they have themfelves been treated.

That Mr. Savage was too much elevated

Pj ^^7 good fortune, is generally known; and

foiae
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fome paflages of his Introdudion to The Au-^

fber U he let fufficiently fhew, that he did

not wholly refrain from fuch fatire as he af-i

terwarda thought very UDJuft, when he was

expofed to it himfelf ; for when he was

afte^Y^ards ridiculed in the charad:er of a

diftreffed poet, he very eaniy difcovered, that

dlllrefs was not a proper fubje^l for raerri-*

meat, or topick of invedlive. He was thea

able to difcern, that, if mifery be the effed;

of virtue, it ought to be reverenced ; if of

ill-fortune, to be pitied ; and if of vice, not

to be infulted, becaufe it is perhaps itfelf a

puniihment adequate to the crime by which

£t was produced. And the humanity of that

man can deferve no panegyrick, who is capa-

ble of reproaching a criminal in the hands of

the executioner.

But thefe refiedliions, though they readily

occurred to him in the firft and laft parts of

his life, were, I am afraid, for a long time

forgotten ; at leaft they were, like many

other maxims, treafured up in his mind, ra-

ther for fhew than ufe, and operated very

little upon his conduct, however elegantly he

might fometimes explain, or however forci^

My he might inculcate, them.

His
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His degradation therefore from the condi-

tion which he had enjoyed with fuch wanton

thoughtleflhefs, was confidered by many as an

occafion of triumph. Thofe who had before

paid their court to him without fuccefs, foon

returned the contempt which they had fufFer-

ed ; and they who had received favours from

him, for of fuch favours as he could beftow

he was very Hberal, did not always remem-

ber them. So much more certain are the ef»

fed:s of refentment than of gratitude : it is

not only to many more pleafmg to recolledl

thofe faults which place others below them^

than thofe virtues by which they are them-

felves comparatively deprefTed ; but it is like-

wife more eafy to negled:, than to recom-

penfe ; and though there are few who will

pradlife a laborious virtue, there will never

be wanting multitudes that will indulge an

eafy vice.

Savage, however, was very little diflurbed at

the marks of contempt which his ill-fortune

brought upon him, from thofe whom he

never efteemed, and with whom he never

confidered himfelf as levelled by any calami-

ties j and though it was not without fome

uneafmefs
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tineafinefs that he faw fome, v/hofe friend-

fiiip he valued, change their behaviour ; he

yet obferved their coldnefs without much
emotion, confidered them as the flaves of

fortune and the v^orihippers of profperity,

and was more inclined to defpife them, than

to lament himfelf.

It does not appear that, after this return

of his wants, he found mankind equally fa-

vourable to him, as at his firft appearance in

the world. His ftory, though in reality not

iefs melancholy, was lefs affecting, becaufe

it was no longer new ; it therefore procured

iiim no nev\r friends ; and thofe that had for-

merly relieved him, thought they might now
confign him to others. He was now like-

wife confidered by many rather as criminal,

than as unhappy; for the friends of Lord

Tyrconnel, and of his mother, were fuffici-

ently induftrious to publiih his weaknefles,

.

which were indeed very numerous ; and no-

thing was forgotten, that might make him

either hateful or ridiculous.

It cannot but be imagined, that fuch repre-

fentations of his faults mull niake great num-

, b.rs
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bers lefs fenfible of his diftrefs ; many, who

had only an opportunity to hear one part,

made no icruple to propagate the account

which they received ; many aflifted their cir-

culatibn from maUce or revenge ; and per-

haps many pretended to credit them, that

they might with a better grace withdraw

their regard, or withhold their affifi:ance«

Savage however was not one of thofe, who
fuffered himfeif to be injured v/ithout reiili:-

ance, nor was lefs diligent in expofmg the

faults of Lord Tyrconnel, over whom he olv

tained at leaft this advantage, that he drove

him firft to the prad:ice of outrage and vio-

lence ; for he was fo much provoked by the

wit and virulence of »Savage, that he came

with a number of attendants, that did no ho-^

nour to his courage, to beat Iiim at a cciFee-

houfe. But it happened that he had left the

place a few minutes, and his lord(hip had^

without danger^ the pleafure of boafiing bi3vsr

he would have treated him. Mr. Savage

went next day to repay his viiit at his own
houf^-; but v/as prevailed on, by his doaai..'^

ticks, to retire without infilling lapon iceing

him/

hoi4
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Lord Tyrconnel was accufed by Mn Sa«»

vage of fome actions, which fcarcely any
provocations will be thought fufficient to juf-

tify ; fuch as feizing what he had in his

lodgings, and Other inftances of wanton cru-

elty, by which he increafed the diflrefs of

Savage, without any advantage to himfelf.

Thefe mutual accufations were retorted on

both fides, for many years, with the utmoft

degree of virulence and rage ; and time feem-

ed rather to augment than diminilh their re-

fentment. That the anger of Mr. Savage

Ihould be kept alive, is not ftrange, becaufe

he felt every day the confequences of the

quarrel ; but it might reafonably have been

hoped, that Lord Tyrconnel might have re-

lented, and at length have forgot thofe pro-

vocations, which, however they might have

once inflamed him, had not in reality much

hurt him.

The fpirit of Mr. Savage indeed never fuf-

fered him to folicit a reconciliation ; he re-

turned reproach for reproach, and infult for

infult ; his fuperiority of wit fupplied the dif=

advantages of his fortune, and enabled him to

form
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form a party, and prejudice great numbers in

Ms favour.

But tliough this might be fonie gratification

of his vanity, it afforded very little relief to

his neceilities ; and he was very frequently

reduced to uncommon hardfhips, of which,

however, he never made any mean or im-

portunate complaints, being formed rather to

bear mifery with fortitude, than enjoy pro-

fperity with moderation-

He now thought himfelf again at liberty to

expofe the cruelty of his mother^ and there-

fore, I believe, about this time, publilhed

'The Bafcctrd^ a poem remarkable for the vi-

vacious fallics of thought in the beginning,

where he makes a pompous enumeration of

the imaginary advantages of bafe birth ; and

the pathetick fentiments at the end, where he

recounts the real calamities which he fuifered

by the crime of his parents.

The vigour and fpirit of the verfes, the pe-

culiar circumftances of the author, the novel-

ty of the fubjed, and the notoriety of the

dory to which the aliufions are made, pr®-

cured
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cured this performance a very favourable re^

ception
;

great numbers were immediately

difperfed, and editions were multiplied with

unufual rapidity.

One cirqumftance attended the' publication,

which Savage ufed to relate with great fatis-

fadion. His mother, to \thom the poem

was with " due reverence" infcribed, happen-

ed then to be at Bath, where Ihe could not

conveniently retire from cenfure, or conceii.1

herfelf from obfervation ; and no fooner did

the reputation of the poem begin to fpread,

than fhe heard it repeated in all places of con-

courfe, nor could flie enter the affembly-rooms,

cr crofs the walks, without being faluted with

fome lines from l^he Bajiard^

This was perhaps the firil: time that ever

fhe difcovered a fenfe of fhame, and on this

occaiion the power of wit was very confpi-

cuous ; the wretch who had, without fcru-

pie, proclaimed herfelf an adulterefs, and who
had firft endeavoured to flarve her fon, then

to tranlport him, and afterwards to hang hinj,

was not able to bear the reprefentation of her

own cdnduti^i but fled from reproach, though

6 ihe



SAVAGE. 257

ihe felt ho pain from guilt, and left Bath v/ith

the utmoft hafte, to fhelter herfelf among the

crowds of London,

Thus Savage liad the fatisfa£lion of finding,

that, though he could not reform his mother^

he could punifh her, and that he did not al-

ways fufFer alone.

The pleafure which he received from this

increafe of his poetical reputation, was fuf-

iicient for fome time to overbalance the mi-

feries of want^ which this performance did

not much alleviate , for it was fold for a very

trivial fum to a bookfeller, who^ though the

fuccefs was fo uncommon that five impreffions

were fold, of which many were undoubtedly

Very numerous, had hot generofity fufficient

to admit the unhappy writer to any part of the

profit.

The fale of this poem \Vas alivays men-
tioned by Savage with the utmoft elevacion

of heart, and referred to by him as an in-

conteftable proof of a general acknov/ledge-

ment of his abilities. It was indeed the only

produdion of which he could juftly boaft a

general reception.

Vol. IIL S But
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But though he did not lofe the opportunitv

which fuccefs gave him, of fetting a high rate

on his abilities, but paid due deference to the

fufFrages of mankind when they were given

in his favour, he did not fuffer his efteem of

himfeif to depend upon others, nor found any

thing facred in the voice of the people when
they were inclined to cenfure him ; he then

readily fhewed the folly of expedling that the

publick fhould judge right, obferved how
ilowly poetical merit had often forced its way
into the world ; he contented himfeif with

the applaufe of men of judgement, and was

fomevv^hat difpofed to exclude all thofe from

th^ character of men of judgement who did

not applaud him.

But he was at other times more favourable

to mankind than to think them blind to the

bieauties of his works, and imputed the flow-

nefs of their fale to other caufes ; either they

were publifhed at a time when the town was

empty, or when the attention of the publick

was engroifed by fome ftruggle in the parlia-

.ment, or fome other objedt of general con-

cern ; or they were by the negled; ©f the

.pi^biiiher not diligently difperfed, or by his

"*
. avarice
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avarice not advertifed with fufficient frequency.

Addrefsj or induftry, or liberality, was always

wanting ; and the blame was laid rather on

any perfon than the author*

By arts like thefe, arts which every man
pra6:ifes in lome degree, and to which too

much of the little tranquillity of life is to be

afcribed. Savage was always able to live at

peace with himfelf. Had he indeed only

made ufe of thefe expedients to alleviate the

lofs or want of fortune or reputationj or any

other advantag;es, which it is not in man's

power to beftow upon himfelf, they might

have been juftly mentioned as inftances of a

philofophical mind, and very properly propo-

ded to the imitation of multitudes^ who, for

twant of diverting their imaginations with the

•fame dexterity, languifh under afflictions

which might be eafily removed*

It w^ere doubtlefs to be wifhed, that truth

and reafon were univerfally prevalent; that

every thing were efteemed according to its

real value ; and that meQ would fecure them-

felves from being difappointed in their en-

deavours after happinefs, by placing it only

S 2 in
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in virtue, which is always to be obtained ; but

if adventitious and foreign pleafures muft be

purfued, it would be perhaps of fome benefit^

fmce that purfuit muft frequently be fruitlefs,

if the pradice of Savage could be taught, that

folly might be an antidote to folly, and one

fallacy be obviated by another.

But the danger of this pleafmg intoxica-

tion muft not be concealed ; nor indeed can

ariy one, after having obferved the life of

Savage, need to be cautioned againft it. By
imputing none of his miferies to himfelf, he

continued to aOi upon the fame principles,

and to follow the fame path ; was never made

wifer by his fufferings^ nor preferved by one

misfortune from falling into another* He
proceeded throughout his life to tread the

fame fteps on the fame circle 5 always ap--

plauding his paft conduct, or at leaft forget--

ting it, to amufe himfelf with phantoms off

happinefs, which were dancing before him j;

and willingly turned his eyes from the lightl

of reafon, when it would have difcovered th©

illufion, and fhewn himj what he never wifhedj

to fee, his real ftate*

He
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He is even accufed, after having lulled his

imagination with thofe ideal opiates, of hav-

ing tried the fame experiment upon his con-

fcience ; and, having accuftomed himfelf to

impute all deviations from the right to fo-

reign caufes, it is certain that he was upon

every occafion too eafily reconciled to himfelf,

and that he appeared very little to regret thofe

pradiices which had impaired his reputation.

The reigning error of his life was, that he

miftook the love for the pra6:ice of virtue,

and was indeed not fo much a good man, as

the friend of goodnefs.

This at ieaft muft be allowed him, that he

always preferved a ftrong fenfe of the dignity,

the beauty, and the neceflity of virtue, and

that he never contributed deliberately to fpread

corruption amongft mankind. His anions,

which were generally precipitate, were ofi^n

blameable ; but his writings, being the pro-

ductions of ftudy, uniformly tended to the

exaltation of the mind, and the propagation

of morality and piety.

Thefe writings may improve mankind

j

lyhen his failings fhall be forgotten ; and

S 3 therefore
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therefore he muft be confidered, upon the

whole, as a benefactor to the world ; nor can

his perfonal example do any hurt, fmce,

whoever hears of his faults, will hear of the

miferies which they brought upon him, and

which would deferve lefs pity, had not his

condition been fuch as made his faults par-

donable. He may be confidered as a child

expofed to all the temptations of indigence,

at an age when refolution was not yet

ftrengthened by conviciion, nor virtue con-

firmed by habit ; a circumftance which in his

Bajlard he laments in a very afFeding man-

ner :

No Mother's care

Shielded my infant innocence with prayer

:

No Father's guardian-hand my youth maintain'd,

Cali'd forth my virtues, or from vice reftrain'd,

T^he Bajlard^ however it might provoke or

mortify his mother, could not be expeded to

melt her to compaffion, fo that he was ftill

under the fame want of the neceffities of life
;

and he therefore exerted all the intereft

which his wit, or his birth, or his misfor-

tunes, could procure, to obtain, upon the

death of Eufden, the place of Poet Laureat,

y and
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and profecuted his application with fo much

diligence, that the King publickly declared

it his intention to beftow it upon him ; but

fuch was the fate of Savage, that even the

King, when he intended his advantage, was

difappointed in his fchemes ; for the Lord

Chamberlain, who has the diipofal of the

laurel, as one of the appendages of his office,

either did not know the King's defign, or did

not approve it, or thought the nomination of

the Laureat an encroachment upon his rights,

and therefore beftowed the laurel upon CoUej

Gibber.

Ml'* Savage, thus difappointed, took a re-

folution of applying to the queen, that, hav-

ing once given him life, fhe would enable

him to fupport it, and therefore publifhed a

fhort poem on her birth-day, to which he

gave the odd title of Vohmteer Laureat. The

event of this effay he has himfelf related in

the following letter, which he prefixed to the

poem, when he afterwards reprinted it in

The Gentleman s- Magaz'me^ from whence I

have copied it intire *', as this was one of the

few attempts in which Mr. Savage fucceeded.

* The poem is inferted in the late colleftion.

S4 _ "Mr
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" Mr. Urban,
" In your Magazine for February you

*' publifJied the laft Volunteer Laureate writ-

*' ten on a very melancholy occafion, the

" death of the royal patronefs of arts and

*' literature in general, and of the author of

" that poem in particular ; I now fend you
*' the firft that Mr. Savage wrote under that

" title.—This gentleman, notwithftanding a

" very confiderable intereil, being, on the

" death of Mr. Eufden, difappointed of the

*' Laureates place, wrote the before-mention-

" ed poem ; which was no fooner publifhed,

" but the late Queen fent to a bookfeller for

^' it : the author had not at that time a friend

*' either to get him introduced, or his poem
" prefented at court

;
yet fuch was the un-

" fpeakable goodnefs of that Princefs, that

*' notwithftanding this ad: of ceremony was
" wanting, in a few days after publication,

** Mr» Savage received a Bank-bill of

.." fifty pounds, and a gracious meffage

" from her Majefty, by the Lord North and

'? Guilford, to this efFed ;
*' That her Ma-

^' jefty was highly pleafed with the verfets

;

^* th^t ihe tpok particwiarly kind his lines

" thers
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*^ there relating to the King ; tnat he had

" permiffion to write annually on the fame

" iiibjed: ; and that he fhould yearly receive

*' the like prefent, till fomething better

** (which was her Majefty's intention) could

^' be done for him," After this, he was
^' permitted to prefent one of his annual

^' poems to her Majefty, had the honour of

" killing her hand, and met with the moil

" gracious reception. Yours, &c,"

Such was the performance, and fuch its

reception ; a reception which, though by no

means unkind, was yet not in the higheft de-

gree generous : to chain down the genius of

a w^riter to an annual panegyric, ihewed i^

the Queen too much defire of hearing her

own praifes, and a greater regard to herfelf

than to him on whom her bounty was con-

ferred, It was a kind of avaricious genero^

fity, by which flattery was rather purchafed^

than genius rewarded,

Mrs. Oldfield had formerly given him the

fame allowance with much, more heroic in-

tention ; fhe had no other view than to en-

. able him to profecute his ftudies, and to fet

.... ...;.. .,....,.).
, . ; ,) . himf^lf



a66 S A .V A G E,'

liirafelf above the want of alTiilance, and was
contented v/itli doing good without ftipulating

for encomiums,

Mr. Savage however was not at libertj to

make exceptions, but was raviflied with the

favours which he had received, and probably

yet more vvith thofe which he was prcmifed •

he confidered himfelf now as a favourite of

the Queen, and did not doubt but a few an-

nual poems would eftabliih him in fome pro-

fitable employment.

He therefore afliimed the title of Volunteer

Laureate not without fome reprehenfions from

Cibber, who informed him, that the title of

hatireat was a mark of honour conferred by

the King, from whom all honour is derived,^

and which therefore no m.an has a right to-

ibellow upon himfelf; and added^ that he

mighty with equal propriety, ftyle himfelf a

Volunteer Lord, or Volunteer Baronet, It

cannot be denied that the remark was juft j

i>ut Savage did not think any title,, which was

conferred upon Mr. Gibber, fo honourable as

that the ufurpation of it could be imputed to

Mm as an inftance of very exorbitant vanity,

and
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and therefore continued to write under the

fame title, and received every, year the fame

reward.

He did not appear to confider thefe enco-

miums as tefts of his abilities, or as any thing;

more than annual hints to the Queen of her

promife, or ads of ceremony, by the per-

formance of which he was intitled to his

penfion, and therefore did not labour them

with great diligence, or print more than fifty

each year, except that for fome of the lafi

years he regularly inferted them in 'The Gen-

tleman s Maga'zine^ by which they were dif-

perfed over the kingdom.

Of fome of them he had himfeif fo low an

opinion, that he intended to omit them in the

colledion of poems, for which he printed

propofals, and folicited fubfcriptions
; nor

can it feem llrange, that, being confined to

the fame fubje<0:, he ihould be at fome times

indolent, and at others imfljccefsful ; that he

(hould fometimes delay a difagreeable tafk,

till it was too late to perform it well ; or that

he Ihould fometimes repeat the fame fentiment

on the fame occafion, or at others be milled

by
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by an attempt after novelty to forced concept

tions and far-fetched images.

He wrote indeed with a double intention,

which fupplied him with fome variety ; for

his bufmefs was to praife the Queen for the

favours which he had received, and to com'-

plain to her of the delay of thofe which fhe

had promifed : in fome of his pieces, there^

fore, gratitude is predominant, and in fome

difcontent ; in fome he reprefents himfelf as

happy in her patronage, and in others as dif-

confolate to find himfelf negled:ed.

Her promife, like other promifes made to

this unfortunate man, was never performed,

though he took fufficient care that it fhould

not be forgotten.. The publication of his

Volunteer Laiireat procured him no other

reward than a regular remittance of fifty

pounds,

He was not fo deprefled by his difappoint-

ments as to negled any opportunity that was

offered of advancing his intereft. When the

Princefs Anne was married, he wrote a

poem * upon her departure, only, as he der

* Printed in the late colleftion.

clared,
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dared, " becaufe it was expeded from him,^'

and he was not willing t© bar his own pro-

fpeds by any appearance of negledt.

He never Inentioned any advantage gained

by this poem, or any regard that was paid to

it ; and therefore it is likely that it was con-

fidered at court as an ad: of duty to which

he was obliged by his dependence, and which

it \vas therefore not neceflary to reward by

any new favour : or perhaps the Queen really

Intended his advancement, and therefore

thought it fuperfluous to lavifh prefents upon

a man whom ihe intended to eftablifb for

lifes

About this time not only his hopes were

in danger of being fruftrated, but his p^ri-*

fion likewife of being obfiruded^ by an

accidental calumny. The writer of Tbe
Bally Coura?it^ a paper then published under

the diredion of the miniftty, charged him
with a crime, which, though not very great

in itfelf, would have been remarkably irivi-

dious in him, and might very juftly have
incenfed the Queen againft him. . He was
accufed by name of influencing eledions

againft the court, by appearing at the head

5 of
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of a tory mob; nor did the accufer fail ta

aggravate his crime, by reprefenting it as

the effect of the moil atrocious ingratitude,

and a kind of rebelliorl againft the Queen,

who had firft preferved him from .an infa-

mous death, and afterwards diftinguifhed

him by her favourj and fupported him by

her charity. The charge, as it was open

and confident, was Hkewife by good fortune

very particular. The place of the tranfadion

was mentioned, and the whole feries of the

rioter's condud: related. This exactnefs made

Mr. Savage's vindication eafy ; for he never

had in his life feen the place which was de-

clared to be the fcene of his wickednefs, nor

ever had been prefent in any town when its

reprefentatives were chofen. This anfwer he

therefore made hafte to publilh, with all the

circumftances neceflary to make it credible

;

and very reafonably demanded, that the ac-

cufation ihould be retraced in the fame

paper, that he might no longer fuffer the

imputation of fedition and ingratitude. This

demand was likewife preffed by him in a

private letter to the author of the paper,

who, either trufiing to the protedicn of

thofe : whofe defence he had undertaken, or

having
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having entertained fome perfonal malice

againft Mr. Savage, or fearing, left, by re-

tracting fo confident an affertion, he fhould

impair the credit of his paper, refufed to give

him that fatisfadion.

Mr. Savage therefore thought it neceffary,

to his own vindication, to profecute him in

•the King's Bench ; but as he did not find

any ill efFed:s from the accufation, having

fufficiently cleared his innocence, he thought

any farther procedure would have the ap-

pearahce of revenge ; and therefore willingly

dropped it.

He fav/ foon afterwards a procefs com-

menced in the fame court agairift himfelf, on

an information in which he was accufed of

writing and publifhing an obfcene pamphlet.

It was always Mr. Savage's defire to be

diftinguifhed ; and, when any controverfy

became popular, he never vv'-anted fome reafon

for engaging in it with great ardour, and ap-

pearing at the head of the party which he

had chofen. As he was never celebrated for

his ^prudence^ he had no fooner taken his

fide^
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fide, and informed himfelf of the chief td-

picks of the difpute, than he took all oppoi"-

tunities of aiTerting and propagating his

principles, without much regard to his own
intereft, or any other vifible defign than

that of drawing upon himfelf the attention

of mankind.

The difpute between the bifhop of London

and the chancellor is well known to have been

for fome time the chief topick of political con-

verfation ; ahd therefore Mr. Savage^ in pur-

suance of his characSter, endeavoured to be^-

come confpicuous among the controvertifts

with which every coifee-houfe was filled on

that occafion. He was an indefatigable Op-

pofer of all the claims of ecclefiaftical power,

though he did not know on what they Were

founded ; and was therefore no friend to the

Biihop of London. But he had another rea-

fbn for appearing as a warm advocate for Dr.

Rundle ; for he was the friend of Mr. Fofter

and Mr. Thomfon, Vs^ho were the friends of

Mr. Savage.

Thus remote was his intereft in the quef-

tion, which however, as he imagined, con-

cerned
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cemed 'him' fo nearly, that *it was not fuf-

ficient to harangue and difpute, but neceflary

likewife to write upon it.

He therefore engaged with great ardour in

a new Poem, called by him, The Progrefs of

a Divine \ in which he conducts a profligate

prieft by all the gradations of wickednefs

from a poor curacy in the country, to the

higheft preferments of the church, and de-

fcribes with that humour which was natural

to him, and that knowledge which was ex-

tended to all the divernties of human li^e,

his behaviour in every ftation ; and infmu-

ates, that this prieft, thus accomplifhed, found

at laft a patron in the Bifhop of London.

When he was afked by one of his friends,

on what pretence he could charge the bifhop

with fuch an adion ? he had no more to fa;^,

than that he had only inverted the accufation,

and that he thought it reafonable to believe,

that he, who obftruO:ed the rife of a good

man without reafon, would for bad reafons

promote the exaltation of a villain.

The clergy were univerfally provoked by

this fatire ; and Savage, who, as was his

Vol. hi. T conftaut:
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conflaat pradice, had fet his name to Ms
performance, was cenfured in The Weekly

M'lfcellany * with feverky, which he did n'Ot

feein inclined to forget<^

But

* -A ihort fatire was likewife pablifiied in the fame- paper, itt

which were the following lines :

For cruel murder doom'd to Hempen death.

Savage, by royal grace, prolong'd iis breathe

Well might you think he fpent his future years

In prayer, and fading, and repentant tears.

— But, O vain hope !— the truly Savage cries,

*' Priefts, and their flavifli doctrines, I defpife.

*' Shall!

*' Who," by free-thinking to free adlion fir'd,

*' In midnight brawls a deathlefs name acquir'd,

*' Nowiloop to learn of ecclefiailic men ?

—

« —'No, arm'd with rhyme, at priefts I'll take my aim,

** Though prudence bids me murder but their fame."

Weekly Miscellany,

An anfwer was publifhed in '^he Gentleman^s Maguzim^

written by an unknown hand, from which the following

lines are feledled

:

Transform'd by thoughtlefs rage, anxl midnight wine.

From malice free, and pufh'^d without defign ;

In equal brawl if Savage lun-g'd a thraft.

And brought the youth a viftim to the dull j

So ftrong the hand of accident appears.

The royal hand from guilt and vengeance clears.
.

Inflead of wafting *' all thy future year^

** Savage, in prayer and vain repentant tears j"

. ^ .Exert
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'But a ireturn of in\tedive was not thought

a lufficient pUnifhrnent. ^he Court of King's

Bench was therefore-moved againft him, and

he was obliged to return an- anfwer to -a

charge of obfcenity. It v/as urged, in his

defence, that obfcenity was <;riminal when

it was intended to promote the pradti^e df

vice ; but that Mr. -Savage had only intro-

duced obfcene ideas, with the view of ex-

pofmg them to deteftation, and of amending

•the age, by jfhewing the deformity of wick-

-ednefs. This plea was admitted ; and -Sit

Exert thy pen to mend a vicious age.

To curb the prieft, and fink his high- church rage ;

Toflievv what frauds the holy veftments hide.

The nefts of av'rice, luil, and pedant pride ;

Then change the fcene^ let merit brightly fhine^

And round the patriot twift the wreath divine ;

The heavenly guide deliver down to'fame ;

In well-tun'd lays tranfmit a Eofter's name ;

Touch every paffion with harmonious art,

oExalt the genius, and correft the heart.

Thus future times Ihall royal grace extol ;

Thus polifliM lines thy prefen t fameenroL

' 'But grant——"•

—— Malicioufly that Savage plung'd the fteel.

And made the youth its fhining vengeance feel 3

My foul abhors the aft, the man detefts.

But more the bigotry in prieftly breafts,

^Gentleman's Magazine, May 1735.

Philip
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;
Philip Yorke, \A,'ho then prefided in that

court, dilir^ifled the information with enco-

miums upon the purity and excellence of Mr.

;,Sav^ge's writings.

The profecution, however, anfwered in

fome meafure the purpofe of thofe by whoih

• it was fet on foot ; for Mr. Savage was fo far

intimidated by it, that, when the edition of

•his poem was fold, he did not venture to rc-

- print it ; fo that it was in a (hort time forgot-

.ten, or forgotten by all but thofe whom it of-

fended.

It is faid, that fome endeavours were ufed

to incenfe the Queen againft him : but he

found advocates to obviate at leaft part of cheir

effed: ; for though he was never advanced, he

ftili continued to receive his penfion.

This poem drew more infamy upon him

than any incident of his life; and, as his

condud: cannot be vindicated, it is proper to

fecure his memory from reproach, by inform-

ing thofe whom he made his enemies, that he

never intended to repeat the provocation ; and

that, though, w^hen^ver he thought he had
' ^^ . , any
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ajny reafon to complain of the clergy, heiifed-

to threaten them with a new edition of The
\

Progrefs ofaDivine^ it was his calm and fet-.

tied refolution to fupprefs it for ever.

He once intended to have made a better

reparation for the folly or injullice with

which he might be charged, by writing an-

other poem, called The Progrefs of a Free-

thinker^ whom he intended to lead through

all the ftages of vice and folly, to convejt-

him from virtue to wickednefs, and from re-

-

ligion to infidelity, by all the modifh fophif-

try ufed for that purpofe ; and at lail to dif-

mifs him by his own hand into the other

world.

That he did not execute this defign is a

real iofs to mankind, for he was too well ac-

.

quainted with all the fcenes of debauchery to

have failed in his reprefentations of them,

and too zealous for virtue not to have repre-

fented them in fuch a manner as fliould ex-

pofe them either to ridicule or deteftation.

But this plan was, like others, formed and

laid alide, till the vigour of his imagination

T 3 w^as
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was fpent, and the efFervefcence of invention^

had fubfided ; but foon gave way to fome

other defign, which pleafed by its novelty for

a while, and^ then vs-as negleded like the

former,

He was ftill in his ufual exigencesj havings

no certain fupport but the penfion allowed'

liim by the Queen, which, though it might

have kept an exa(fi ceconomift^ from want,

was very far from being fufficient for Mr. Sa-

vage^ who had never been accuftomed to dif-^

mifs any of his appetites v\rithout'' the' gratifi-

pation which they folicited, and whom nothing-

but want of money M^thheld from partaking

of every pleafure that fell within his view^

His condud: with regard to his- pension was

very particular. No fooner had' h& changed

=

the bill, than he vanifhed from the fight of all

his acquaintances, and lay for fome time out*

pf th& reach of all the enquiries that friend'-

ihip or jGuriofity could niake after him ; at-

length he appeared again pennyleis as before^

but never inforrned even thofe whom he

fepined to regard molt, where he had |>een^

nor ^~as his retreat ever difcovered.
'

^ TOs
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This was his conftant pra6:ice during the

whole time that he received the perifion from

the Queen : He regularly difappeared and re-

turned. He indeed affirmed that he retired i

to fludy, and that the money fupported hirai)

in folitude for many months ; but his friends

declared, that' the ihort time in which it was

ipent fufficiently coafutejd his own account o£

his condud.

His politenefe and his wit ftill raifed himi

friends, who were defirous of fettiog him at

length free from that indigence by whicli he

had been hitherto oppreffed ; and therefore

folicited Sir Robert Walpole in his favour

with fo much earneftnefs, that they obtained

a promife of the next place that fhould be-

come vacant, not. exceeding two hundred

pounds a year. This promife was made

with an uncommon declaration, " that it was
** not the promife of a miniiler to a peti-

** tioner, but of a friend to his friend,"

Mr. Savage now concUided himfelf fet at

eafe for ever, and, as he obferves in a poem.

vri'.ten on that incident of his life, trufted

T 4 and
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and was trufled ; but foon found that his

confidence was ill-grounded, and this friend-

ly promife was not inviolable. He fpent a

long time in folicitations, and at laft defpair-

ed and defifted.

He did not indeed deny that he had given

the minifter fome reafon to believe that he

Ihould not ftrengthen his own intereft by ad-"

vancing him, for he had taken care to dlftin-

guiili himfelf in coffee-houfes as an advocate

for the miniftry of the laft years of Queen

Anne, and was always ready to juftify the

condud, and exalt the character of Lord Bo-

lingbroke, whom he mentions with great re-

gard in an epiftle upon authors, which he

wrote about that time, but was too wife to

publilh, and of which only foriie fragments

have appeared, inferted by him ill the Maga-

zine after his retirement.

To defpair was not, however, the charac-

ter of Savage ; when one patronage failed,

he had recourfe to another. The prince was

novsT extremely popular, and had very libe-

rally revv^arded the merit of fome writers

Y/hora
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"whom Mr. Savage did 'not think fuperior to
'

himfelf, and therefore he reiblved to addrefs

a poem to him.

For this pm'pofe he made choice of a fub-

jedt, which could regard only perfons of the

higheft rank and higheft aflBuence, and which

was therefore proper for a poem intended to

procure the patronage of a prince; and ha-

ving retired for fome time to Richmond, that

he might profecute his defign in full tranquil-

lity, without the temptations of pieafure, or

the folicitations of creditors, by which his.

meditations were in equal danger of being

difconcerted, he produced a poem O71 Public

Spirity with regard to Fublick Works,

The plan of this poem is very extenfive

and comprifes a multitude of topicks, each of

which' might furniih matter fuflicient for a
long performance, and of which fome have
already employed more eminent writers ; but
as he was perhaps not fully acquainted with
the whole extent of his own defign, and
vvras WTiting to obtain a fupply of wants too
prefhng to admit of long or accurate enqui-
ries, he paffes negligently over many publick

works,



282 SAVAGE.
works, which, even in his own opinion,

. de-.

ferved to be more elaborately treated.

But though he may fometimes difappoint

his reader by tranfient touches upon thefe

fubjeds, which have. often been oonfidered,

aipd therefore naturally, raife' expediations, h'e

muft> be allowed amply to compenfate his-

omiflions, by expatiating^ in the coneld'fion

of his worb, upon a kind'of beneficence not

yet cekbrated'by any eminent poet, though-

it now. appears more fufceptibl6 of' embellifh-

iBents, more adapted to exalt the ideas; and

affed: the paflions, than many of thofi^ whichr_

have hitherto been thought; moft worthy of

the ornaments of verfe. The fettlement' of

colonies in uninhabited countries, the efta-

blifhment of thofe in fecurity, whofe misfor-

tunes have made their own country no longer

pleafing or fafe, the acquiiition of property

without injury to any, the appropriation of

the. wafte and luxuriant bounties of nature^

and the enjoyment- of thofe gifts which hea-

ven has fcattered upon regions , uncultivated

and unoccupied, cannot be confidered with-

out giving rife to a great number of pleafmg

ideas, and bewildering the imagination in de*.
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Ughtful profpeds ; and; therefore, whatever'

fpeculations they may produce in thofe who
have confined themfelve& to political ftudies,

naturally fixed the attention^ and excited the

applaufe, of a poet. The politician, when

he confiders men driven into other countries'

for Ihelter, and obliged to retire to fbrejfts and

deferts, and pafs their lives and fix their po^
terity in the remoteft corners of the world,

to avoid thofe hardfliips which they fuifer or

fear in their native place, may very properly-

enquire, why the legiflature does not provide-

a remedy for thefe miferies, rather than en^

courage an efcape from them. He may con-—

elude, that the flight of every honefi; man is a

lofs to the community ; that thofe who are

unhappy without guilt ought to be relieved
;

and the life, which is overburthened by acci-'

dental calamities, fet at eafe by the care oP
thepublick; and that thofe, who have by mif*

conduct forfeited their claim to favour, ought'

rather to be made ufeful ' to th« fociety which-

they have injured, than driven from it. But
the poet is employed in a more pleafing

undertaking than that of propofing laws,

whichj however jufl: or expedient, vsrill never

]yp liiade, or ^deavourinrg to reduce- to* r^^*

t tional
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tional fchemes of government focieties which

were formed by chance, and are conducted

by the private pailions of thofe who prefide

in them. He guides the unhappy fugitive

from want and perfecution, to plenty, quiet,

and fecurity, and feats him in fcenes of

peaceful foHtude, and undifturbed repofe.

Savage has not forgotten, amidft the plea-

fing fentiments which this profpecSt of retire-

ment fuggefted to him, to cenfure thofe

crimes which have been generally committed

liy the difcoverers of new regions, and to ex-

Bofe the enormous wickednefs of making war

upon barbarous nations becaufe they cannot

reiift, and of invading countries becaufe they

are fruitful ; of extending navigation only to

propagate vice, and of vifiting diftant lands

only to lay them wafte. He has aflerted the

natural eauality of mankind, and endeavour-

^ to fupprefs that pride which inclines men.

to imagine that right is the confequence of

power.

His defcription of the . various ' miferies;

which force men to feek for refuge in diftant

countries J
aiibrds another ;nftaace of his pro-t,

.ficiency
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jidency in the important and extenfive ftudy

of human Hfe ; and the tendernefs with

which he recounts them, another proof of

his humanity and benevolence.

It is obfervable, that the clofe of this poem

difcovers a change which experience had made

in Mr. Savage's opinions. In a poem written

by him in his youth, and publi(hed in his

Mifcellanies, he declares his contempt of -the

contraded views and narrow profpects of the

middle Hate of life, and declares his refolution

either to tower like the cedar, or be trampled

like the fbrub ; but in this poem, though ad-

drelTed; to a prince, he mentions this ftate of

life as compriling thofe who ought moft to

attrad; reward, thofe who merit moil the

confidence of power, and the familiarity of

greatnefs ; and, accidentally mentioning this

paflage to one of his friends, declared, that

in his opinion all the virtue of mankind was

comprehended in that ftate.
#

In defcribing villas and gardens, he did not

omit to condemn that abfurd cuftom w^hich

prevails among the Engliih, of permitting

'fervants to receive money from ftrangers for

the



am SAVAGE.
the entertamment that they receive, and there-

fore inferted in his poem thefe lines ;

But what the fioweringprideof gardens rare,

jHowever royal, or however fair,

4f-gates, which to accefs fhould iliil give way,

Ope but, like Peter's paradife, for pay?

If perquifited varlets frequent ftand,

.And each new walk muft a new tax demand ?

What foreign eye but with contempt furveys?

What Mufe fnall from oblivion fnatch their

praife ?

But before the publication of his perform-

ance he recolledled, that the Queen allowed

her garden and cave at Richmond to be

fhewn for money, and that flie To openly

countenanced the pradice, that flie had 'be-

ilowed the privilege of fhewing them as a

place of profit on a man, whofe merit Ihe

valued herfelf upon rewarding, though fhe

gave him only the liberty of difgracing his

country. ^

,/He therefore thought, with more prudence

than was often exerted by him, that the pub-

lication of thefe lines might be officioully re-

pr.^fent€d ^ an infult upon the Queen, to

- whom
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whom he owed his life and his fubfiftence

;

and that the propriety of his obfervation

would be no fecurity againft the cenfures

which the unfeafonablenefs of it might draw

upon him ; he therefore fupprefled the pafTage

in the firft edition, but after the Queen's

death thought the fame caution no longer

neceflary, and reftored it to the proper

place.

The poem was therefore publlfhed with-

out any political faults, and infcribed to the

Prince,; but Mr. Savage, having no frlenid

upon whom he could prevail to prefent it tO'

him, had no other method of attrad:ing his^

obfervation than the publication of frequent

advertifements, and therefore received no re-

ward from his patron, however generous on
other occafions.

This difappointment he never mentioaed

without indignation, being by fome means or

other confident that the Prince was not igno-

rant of his addreis to him^ ; and infmuated,.

that, if any advances in popularity could

have been made by diftiHguiihing -him,- h&

had
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Iiad,,not written without notice, or ,jvitb$ut

reward. .
-,

_ .diaq ;>>-uiu

^:;He: was once Inclined /.to* harb '^refentetf

fe,:poem in perfon, and fent to the printei^

for. axopy with that defign ; but either hist

opinion changed, or his refolution deferted^

him, and he continued -to referif negle£k

without attempting to force himfelf into

regard.

Nor was thepublick much more favourable

than his patron, for only feventy-^two were

fold, though the performance was much

commended by fome whofe judgement in

that kind of writing is generally allowed.

But Savage eafily reconciled himfelf to man-^

jkind without imputing any defed: to his

work, by obferving that his poem was un-

luckily publilhed two days after the proro-

gation of the. parliament, and by confequence

at a time when all thofe 'who could be ex^?

pelted to regard it were in the hurry of pre-

paring for their departure, or engaged in

taking leave, of.'others upon their difmiffion

from publick' affairs. ^ .

^*"""'"'- '" "
.. ' It
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It miift be however allowed, in juftification

ofthe publick, that this performance is not the

moft excellent of Mr. Savage's works ; and

that, though it cannot be denied to contaia

many ftriking fentiments, majeftic lines, and

juft obfervations, it is in general not fyfiicient-

ly polifhed in the language, or enlivened in

the imagery, or digefted in the plan.

Thus his poem contributed nothing to the

alleviation of his poverty, which was fuch as

very few could have fupported with equal pa-

tience ; but to which it mull likewife be con-

fefled, that few would have been expofed who
received punctually fifty pounds a year ; a fa-

lary which, though by no means equal to the

demands of vanity and luxury, is yet found

fufficient to fupport families above want, and

was undoubtedly more than the neceffities of

life require.

But no fooner had he received his penfion,

than he withdrew to his darling privacy, from
which he returned in a fhort time to his for-

mer diftrefs, and for fome part of the year

generally lived by chance, eating only v>rhen

he was invited to the tables of his acquaint-

VoL. III. U ances.
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^nces, from wirich the meannefs of his drefs

often excluded him, when the poHtenefs and

variety of his converfation would have been

thought a fufficient recompence for his enter-

tainment..

He lodged as much by accident as he

dinedj and paffed the night fometimes in

mean houfes, which are fet open at night to

any cafual wanderers, fometimes in cellars,

among the riot and filth of the meaneft and

moft profligate of the rabble ; and fometimes,

when he had not money to fupport even the

expences of thefe receptacles, walked about

the ftreets till he was weary, and lay down

in the fummer upon a bulk, or in the winter,

with his affociates in poverty, among the

afhes of a glafs-houfe.

In this manner were paiTed thofe days and

thofe nights which nature had enabled him

to have employed in elevated fpeculations,

ufeful ftudies, or pleafmg converfation. On
a bulk, in a cellar, or in a glafs-hcnfe among
thieves and beggars, was to be found the

Author of The JVa^iderer, the man of ex-

•aited fentiments, exteniive vieW' s, and curi-

•

.

^ OUS'
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bus obftrvatlons ; the man whofe remarks on

life might have affifled the ftatefman, whofe

ideas of virtue might have enlightened the

moraliii, vv^hofe eloquence might have influ-

enced fenates, and whofe delicacy might have

poIifhe4 courts.

It cannot but be imagined that fuch necef-

fities might fometimes force him upon difre-

putable practices : and it is probable that thefe

lines in Tbe Waiiderer were occalioned by his

refleclions on his own conduct:

:

Though mifery leads to happinefs, and truth.

Unequal to the load, this languid youth,

(O, let none cenfure, if, untried by grief.

If, amidft woe, untempted by relief,)

He ftoop'd relu(5lant to low arts of ihame.

Which then, ev'n then he fcorn'd, and blufh'd

to name.

Whoever was acquainted with him was

certain to be folicited for fmall fumsj which

the frequency of the requeft made in time

confiderable, and he was therefore quickly

fhunned by thofe who were become fami*-

liar enough to be trufted with his neceffities ;

but his rambling manner of life, and conftant

U 2 appearance
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appearance at houfes of public refoft, al-

ways procured him a new fucceffion of

friends, whofe kindnefs had not been fex-

haufted by repeated reqnefts ; fo that he was

feldom abfolutely without refources, but had-

in his utraoft exigences this comfort, thai,

he always imagined himfelf fure of fpeedy

relief.

It was obferved, that he always afked fa-

vours of this kind without the leaft fubmiflion

or apparent confcioufnefs of dependence, and

that he did not feem to look upon a com-

pliance with his requefl as an obligation that

deferved any extraordinary acknowledge-

ments ; but a refufal was refented by him as

ah affront, or complained of as an injury
;

nor did he readily reconcile himfelf to thofe

who either denied to lend, or gave him

afterwards any intimation that they expeQed

to be repaid. ;:

He was fometimes fo far compaffionated

by thofe who knew both, his merit and dif'-

treifes, that they received him into their fa-

milies, but they foon difcovered him to be :-a

very incommodious inmate ; for, being- al-

wavs
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ways accuftomed to an irregular manner of

life, he could not confine himfelf to any

ftated hours, or pay any regard to the rules

of a family, but would prolong his conver-

fation till midnight, without confidering that

bufinefs might require his friend's application

in the morning; and, when he had perfuaded

himfelf to retire to bed, was not, without

equal difficulty, called up to dinner ; it was

therefore impoffible to pay him any diflinc-

tion without the entire fubverfion of all

ceconomy, a kind of eflablilhment which,

wherever he went, he always appeared am-

bitious to overthrow.

It muft therefore be acknowledged, in juf-

tiiication of mankind, that it was not always

by the negligence or coldnefs of his friends

that Savage was diftrefTed, but becaufe it was

in reality very difficult to preferve him long

in a ftate of eafe. To fupply him with mo-

ney was a hopelefs attempt ; for no fooner

did he fee himfelf mafter of a fum fufficient

to fet him free from care for a day, than he

became profufe and luxurious. When once

be had entered a tavern, or engaged in a

fcheme of pleafure, he never retired till vfant

U 3 of
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of money obliged him to fome new expedient.

If he was entertained in a family, nothing

was any longer to be regarded there but

amufements and jollity; wherever Savage en-

tered, he immediately expeded that order arid

bufmefs fhould fly before him, that all fhould

thenceforward be left to hazard, and that no

dull principle of domeftic management fhould

be oppofed to his inclination, or intrude upon

his gaiety.

His diflrefTes, however affli£live, never de-?

je<Sted him ; in his lowed ftate he wanted not

fpirit to aflert the natural dignity of wit, and

was always ready to reprefs that infolence

which fuperiority of fortune incited, arid to

trample on that reputation which rofe upon

any other bafis than that of merit : he never

admitted any grofs familiarities, or fubmitted

to be treated otherwife than as an equal.

Once, when he was without lodging, meat,

or clothes, one of his friends, a man not in-

deed remarkable for moderation in his pro-

fperity, left a meffage, that he defired t6 fee

him about nine in the morning. Savage

knew that his intention was to affill him ; but

was very much difgufted that he iliould pre-

fum-e

7
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fume to prefcribe the hour of his attendance,

and, r believ^e, refufed to vifit him, and re-

jected his kindnefs.

The fame invincible temper, whether firnl-

nefs or obftinacy, appeared in his condu<fl to

the Lord Tyrconnel, from whom he very fre-

quently demanded, that the allowance which

was once paid him fhould be rellored ; but

wdth whom he never appeared to entertain for

a moment the thought of foliciting a reconci-

liation, and whom he treated at once with all

the haughtinefs of fuperiority, and all the bit-

ternefs of refentment. He wrote to him, not

in a ftyle of fupplication or refpeCt, but of re-

proach, menace, and contempt ; and appear-

ed determined, if he ever regained his allow-

ance, to hold it only by the right of con^

queft.

As many more can dlfcover, that a man is

richer than that he is wifer than themfelves,

fuperiority of underftanding is not fo readily

acknowledged as that of fortune ; nor is that

haughtinefs, which the confcioufnefs 6f great

abilities incites, born with the fame fubmif-

XT 4 fion
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fiO|l a§ tlie jtyrafj^y ,(pf affluence;; . and. there^-

fore; -Savage, . by : allertin^ his ckim to -defer

renqe and regard, and by treating thofe y/ith

contempt whom better fortune animated to

rebel againil him, did not fail to raife a great

number of enemies in the different claiTes of

mankind. Thofe who thought themfelves

raifed above him by the advantages of riches,

hated him becaufe they found no proted:ion

from the petulance of his wit. Thofe who
\tere efteeraed for their writings feared him

as a c^ridc, arid maligned him as a rival, and

almoft air the fm^ller wits were his profelfed

enemies,

-"'Among' thefe' Mr. Miller fo far indulge^

iifs Tefentmeht as.tp introduce him in a farce,

and dired: him/to be perfonated on the ftage^

in a drefs like ' that -which, h«, then wore 9 .a

ffteafi' irifutt, which only infinuated jthat Sar

yage had but one coat, and which,was ther^
^r6*'ye'fpifed l)y him rather than refented^

fop ^ though "" he wrote a lamp.oofi againft

?'4rHer,^ he iiever prihled It : and ^as no . othei"

|^^rit)ii "^otight to pfofecute ^ that .revenge fro^

ll^fch '(!i^' 'perion* who was Jniured defifiedL

'j.rv^-ff '*
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I'^i9?iill not preferve what Mr. Savage fup--

prefled : of which the publication would in*

(deed have been a punifhment too fevere for

fo impotent an aflault.

The great hardfliips of poverty were to

Savage not the want of lodging or of food,

but the negled; and contempt which it drew

'^pon him. He complained, that as his

affairs grew defperate, he found his repu-

tation for capacity vifibly decline ; that his

opinion in queftibns of criticifm was no

longer regarded, when his coat was out of

fafhion ; and that thofe who, in the interval

of his profperity, were always encouraging

liimto "great undertakings by encomiums on

His genius and afliirances of fuccefSj now re-

ceived any mention of his defigns with cold"

fiefs, thought that the fubjeds on which he
propofed to write were very difficult, and

Were ready to inform him, that the event of

a- poem was uncertain, that an author ought

to employ much time in the confideration of

hh plan, and not prefume to fit down to

write in confidence of a few curfory ideas,

and a fuperficial knowledge ; difficulties Were

f ilarted
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ftarted on all fideg, and he was no longer qua-

lified for any performance but T/je Volunteer

La^ureat,

Yet even this kind of contempt never de-

preilfed him ; for he always preferved a fleady

confidence in his own capacity, and believed

nothing abovne his reach which he fhould at

any time earneftly endeavour to attain. He
formed fchemes of the fame kind with regard

to knowledge and to fortune, and flattered

himfelf with advances to be made in fcience,

as with riches, to be enjoyed in fome diftant

period of his life. For the acquifition of

knowledge he was indeed far better qualified

than for that of riches; for he was naturally

i-nquifitive and defirous of the converfation of

thofe from whom any information was to be

obtained, but by no means folicitous to im-^

prove thofe opportunities that were fometimes

-oiTered of raifing his fortune ; and he was re-

markably retentive of his ideas, which, when

once lie was in pofieffion of them, rarely for-

fook him ; a quality which could never be

.«ommunicated to his money.

While
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While he was thus wearing' out his life in

exped:ation that the Queen would Ibme time

recolledl her promife, he had recourfe to the

ufual practice of writers, and publiihed pro-

pofals for printing Iiis works by fubfcription,

|to which he was encouraged by the fuccefs of

many who had not a better right to the

favour of the publick ; but, whatever was the

reafon, he did not find the world equally-

inclined to favour him ; and he obferVed

with fome difcontent, that, though he offered

his works at half a guinea, he was able to pro-

cure but a fmall number in comparifon. with

thofe who fubfcribe^ twice as much to

J)uck.

Nor was it without indignation that he

faw his propofals negleded by the Queen,

who patronifed Mr. Duck's with uncommon
ardour, and incited a competition among thofe

who attended the court, who fhould moft

promote his intereft, and who fhould firfl:

offer a fubfcription. This was a diftindion

to which Mr, Savage made no fcruple of af^

ferting that his birth, his misfortunes, and

kis genius, gave him a fairer title, than

could
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could be pleaded by him on whom it was

conferred.

Savage's applications were however not

univerfally unfuccefsful ; for fome of the no-

bility countenanced his defign, encouraged

his propofals, and fubfcribed with great libe-

rality. He related of the Duke of Chandos

p:articuiarly, that, upon receiving his propo-

fals, he fent him ten. guineas.

But the money which his fubfcriptions af-

forded him was not lefs volatile than that

which he received from his other fchemes ;

whenever a fubfcription was paid him, he

went to a tavern ; and, as money fo collected

is necefTarily received in fmall fums, he never

wasf able to fend his poems to the prefs, but

for many years continued his folicitafion, and

fquandered whatever he obtained.

^This project of printing his works was

frequently revived ; and, as his propofals

grew obfolete, new ones were printed with

frefher dates. To form fchemes for the pub^;

lication was one of his favourite amufements j

nor was he ever more at safe th^n whepj'
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fchemes, he was adjufting the print, forming;

the advertifements, and regulating the dif-

perrion of his new edition, which he really

intended fome time to piiblifh,~and w:hich,

as long as experience had fhewn him the^

impoflibility of printing the volume together,!

he at laft determined to divide into weekly

or monthly numbers, that the profits of-

the firft might fupply the cxpences of the

next.

Thus he fpent his time in mean expedi-

ents and tormenting fufpenfe, living for the

greateft part in the fear of profecutions from

his creditors, and confequently ikulking iii'

obfcure parts of the town, of which he was^'

no ftranger to the remoteft corners. But

wherever he came, his addrefs fecured him"

friends, whom his neceilities foon alienated;

fo that he had perhaps a more numerous ac-

quaintance than any man ever before at-

tained, there being fcarcely any perfon emi-

nent on any account to whoni he was not

known, or whofe charadler he was not in

lome degree able to deuneate. '

•::':\^ To
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To the acquifition qf this extenfive ac-«

quaintance every circumftance of his life con-

tributed. He excelled in the arts of conver-

fation, and therefore willingly jpradtifed them
;

He had feldom any home, or even a lodging

in -iwhich he could be private ; and therefore

was driven into public-houfes for the common
conveniences of life and fupports of nature.

He was always ready to comply with every

invitation, having no employment to with-

hold him, and often no money to provide for

himfelf ; and by dining with one company,

life never failed of obtaining an introdudion

into another.

Thus diffipated was his life, and thus ca-

fual his fubfiftence
;
yet did not the diftradtion

of his views hinder him from refleiSlion, nor

the uncertainty of his condition deprefs his

gaiety. When he had wandered about with-

out any fortunate adventure by which he was

led into a tavern, he fometimes retired into

the fields, and was able to employ his mind in

ftudy, or amufe it with pleafmg im.aginations ;

and feldom appeared to be melancholy, but

when fome fudden misfortune had juft fallen

upon him, and even then in a few moments

he
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he would difentangle himfelf from his pex-

plexity, adopt the fubjed; of converfation,

and apply his mind wholly to the objeds that

others prefented to it.

This life, unhappy as it may be already

imagined, was yet imbittered, in 1738, with

new calamities. The death of the Queen de-

prived him of all the profpeds of preferment

with which he fo long entertained his imagi-

nation ; and, as Sir Robert Walpole had be-

fore given him reafon to believe that he never

intended the performance of his promife, he

was now abandoned again to fortune.

He was however, at that time, fupported

by a friend ; and as it was not his cuftom to

look out for diftant calamities, or to feel any

other pain than that which forced itfelf upon
his fenfes, he was not much afflicted at his

lofs, and perhaps comforted himfelf that his

penfion would be now continued without the

annual tribute of a panegyric.

Another expectation contributed likewife to

fupport him : he had taken a refolution to

WTite a fecond tragedy upon the ftory.of ,Sir

Thomas
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Thomas Overbuiy, in which he preserved a

few Unes of his former play, but made a total

alteration of the plan, added new incidents,

and introduced new chara(3:ers ; fo that it

was a new tragedy,, not a revival of the

former.

Many of his friends blamed him for not

making choice of another fubjedt ; but, in

vindication of himfelf, he afferted, that it was

not eafy to find a better ; and that he thought

it his intereft to extinguifh the memory of the

firft tragedy, which he could only do by writ-

ing one lefs defed:ive upon the fame ftory ; by

which he fhould entirely defeat the artifice of

the bookfellers, who, after the death of any

author of reputation, are always induflrious to

fwell his works, by uniting his woril produc-

tions with his beft.

In the execution of this fcheme, however,

he proceeded but flowly, and probably only

employed himfelf upon it when he could find

no other amufement ; but he pleafed himfelf

with counting the profits, and perhaps imagi-"

ned, that the theatrical reputation which he

was about to acquire, would be equivalent to

all
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tfoiill^.

" fiSMid not, in confidence of his approach-

ing riches, negled: the meafures proper to fe-

cure the continuance of his penfion, though

fome of his favourers thought him culpable

for omitting to write on her death; but on

her birth-day next year, he gave a proof of

the folidity of his judgement, and the power

of his genius. He knew that the track of

elegy had been fo long beaten, that it was

impoffibie to travel in it without treading in

the footfteps of thofe who had gorke before

him ; and that therefore it v^as neceflary, that

he might diftinguifh* himfelf from the herd of

encomiafts, to find out feme new walk of fu-

neral panegyrick.

This difficult tafk he performed in fuch a

manner, that his poem may be juftly ranked

among the beft pieces that the death of

princes has produced. By transferring the

mention of her death to her birth-day, he has

formed a happy combination of topicks, which

any other man would have thought it very

difficult to connect in one view,' but whith hfe

Vol. III. X has
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has united in fuch a manner, that the relatiorl

between them appears natural ; and it may
be juftly faid, that what no other man would

have thought on, it now appears fcarcely pof-

fibk for any man to mils*

The beauty of this peculiar combination of

images is fo mafterly, that it is fufficient to fet

this poem above cenfure ; and therefore it is

not neceffary to mention many other delicate

touches w^iich may be found in it, and which

would defervedly be admired in any other

performance.

To thefe proofs of his genius mxay be add-

ed, from the fame poem, an inilance of his-

prudence, an excellence for which he was not

fo often diftinguifhed ; he does not forget to

remind the King, in the mofi: delicate and

artful manner, of continuing his penhon.

With regard to the fuccefs of this addrefs^^

he was for fome time in fufpence, but was in-

no ereat dea-ree folicitous about it ; and con-

tinned his labour upon his new tragedy with-

great tranquillity, till the fnend who had for

a confiderable time fupporfeed him,, removing

his-
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his family to another place, took occafion to

difmifs him. It then became neceiTary to en-

quire more dihgently what was determined in

his affair, having reafon to fufpe<3; that no

great favour was intended him, becaufe he

had not received his penfion at the ufual

time.

It is faid, that he did not take thofe me-*

thods of retrieving his intereft, which were

moft Ukely to fucceed ; and fome of thofe

who were employed in the Exchequer, cau-

tioned him againft too much violence in his

proceedings ; but Mr. Savage, who feldom

regulated his condud: by the advice of others,

gave Way to his paffion, and demanded of

Sir Robert Walpole, at his levee, the reafon

of the diftindion that was made between him

and the other penfioners of the Queen, with

a degree of roughnefs v/hich perhaps deter-

mined him to withdraw what had been only

delayed.

Whatever was the crime of which he was

accufed or fufpedled, and whatever influence

was employed againft him, he received foon

after an account that took from him all hopes

X 2 of
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of regaining his penfion ; and he' had now
no profpe6t of fubfiftence but from his play,

and he knew no way of Hving for the time

required to finiih it.

So peculiar were the misfortunes of this

man, deprived of an eftate and title by a par-

ticular law, expofed and abandoned by a mo-
ther, defrauded by a mother of a fortune

which his father had allotted him, he entered

the world without a friend ; and though his

abilities forced themfelves into efteem and re-

putation, he was never able to obtain any real

advantage, and whatever profpedts arofe were

always intercepted as he began to approach

them. The king's intentions in his favour

were fruflrated ; his dedication to the Prince,

whofe generofity on every other occafion was

eminent, procured him no reward ; Sir Ro-

bert Walpole, who valued himfelf upon keep-

ing his promife to others, broke it to him

without regret ; and the bounty of the Queen

was, after her death, withdrawn from him,

and from him only.

Such were his misfortunes, which yet hd

bore, not only with decency, but with cheer-

fulnefs

;
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fulnefs-; nor was his gaiety clouded even by

his laft difappointments, though he was in

a fhort time reduced to the loweft degree of

diilrefs, and often wanted both lodging and

food. At this time he gave another inftance

of the infurmountable obftinacy of his fpirit

:

his clothes were worn out ; and he received

notice, that at a cofFee-houfe fome clothes

and linen were left for him : the perfon who
fent them did not, I believe, inform him to

whom he was to be obliged, that he might

fpare the perplexity of acknowledging the

benefit ; but though the offer was fo far ge-

nerous, it was made with fome negled:- of

ceremonies, which Mr. Savage fo much re-

fented, that he refufed the prefent, and de-

clined to enter the houfe till the clothes that

had been defigned for him were taken away.

His diilrefs was now publickly knov/n,

and his friends, therefore, thought it proper

to concert fome meafures for his relief; and

one of them wrote a letter to him, in which

he exprelTed his concern " for the miferable

*' withdrawing of his penfion ;" and gave

him hopes, that in a fliort time he Ihould

hnd himfelf fupplied with a competence,

X 3
*' without
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" without any dependence on thofe little

*' creatures which we are pleafed to call the

« Great."

The fcheme propofed for this happy and

independent fubfiilence, was, that he Ihould

retire iiito Wales, and receive an allowance

of fifty pounds a year, to be raifed by a

fubfcription, on which he was to live pri-

vately in a cheap place, without afpiring any

more to affluence, or having any farther care

of reputation.

This offer Mr. Savage gladly accepted^^

though with intentions very different from

thofe of his friends ; for they propofed that

he fhould continue an exile from London for

ever, and ipend all the remaining part of his

life , at Swanfea ; but he defigned only tq

take the opportunity^ which their fcheme

offered h^m, of retreating for a ihprt time,

that he might prepare his play for the flage,

and his other works for the prefs, and then

to return to London to exhibit his tragedy,

and live upon the profits of his own labour.

With regard to his works, he propofed

very great improvements, which would have

4 require (I
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1 equired much time, or great application ; and

when he had hnifhed them, he defigned to do

juftice to his fubiciibers, by publiiliing them

according to his propofals.

As he was ready to entertain himfelf v/lth

future pleafures, he had planned out a fcheme

of life for the country, of which he had no

"knowledge but from paftorals and fongs. He
imagined that he fhould be tranfported to

fcenes of flowery felicity, like thofe which

one poet has refled:ed to another ; and had

projed.ed a perpetual round of innocent plea-

fures, of which he fufpeded no interruption

from pride, or ignorance^ or brutality.

With thefe exped;ations he was fo en-

chanted, that when he was once gently re-

proached by a friend for fubmitting to live

upon a fubfcription, and advifed rather by a

refolute exertion of his abilities to fupport

himfelf, he could not bear to debar himfelf

from the happinefs which was to be found

in the calm of a cottage, or lofe the oppor-

tunity of liftening, without intermiiTion, to

the melody of the nightingale, which he be-

lieved was to be heard from every bramble,

d which he did not fail to mention as a

X 4 very
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very important part of the happinefs of a

country life.

While this fcheme was ripening, his friends

direded him to take a lodging in the liberties

of the Fleet, that he might be fecure from

liis creditors, and fent him every Monday a

guinea, which he commonly fpent before the

next morning, and trufted, after his ufual

manner, the remaining part of the week to

the bounty of fortune,

He now began veiy fenfibly to feel the

miferies of dependence. Thofe by whom he

was to be fupported, began to prefcribe to

him with an air of authority, which he knew

not how decently to refent, jior patiently to

bear ; and he foon difcovered, from the con^

du6t of moft of his fubfcribers, that he was

yet in the hands of " little creatures."

Of the infblence that he was obliged to

fuffer, he gave m.any inftances, of which

none appeared to raife his indignation to a

greater height, than the method which was

taken of furniil;ing him with clothes, In-

ftead of confulting him, and allowing him

^0 fe,n4 a taylor his orders for what they

thought
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>tKouglit proper to allow him, they propofed

to fend for a taylor to take his meafure, and

then to confult how they ihould equip him.

This treatment was not very delicate, nor

was it fuch as Savage's humanity would have

fuggefted to him on a like occafion ; but it

had fcarcely deferved mention, had it not,

by affed:ing him in an uncommon degree,

fhewn the peculiarity of his character. Upon
hearing the defign that was formed, he came

to the lodging of a friend with the moft vio-

lent agonies of rage ; and, being afked what

it could be that gave him fuch difturbance, he

replied with the utmoft vehemence of indig-

nation, " That they had fent for a taylor to

meafure him."

How the affair ended was never enquired,

for fear of renewing his uneafinefs. It is

probable, that, upon recolleclion, he fubmitted

with a good grace to what he could not avoid,

and that he difcovered no refentment where

he had no power.

He was, however, not humbled to implicit

and univerfal compliance 5 for when the gen--

tleman.
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tieman, who had firft informed him of the

defign to fupport him by a fubfcription, at^

tempted to procure a reconciliation with the

Lord Tyrconnel, he could by no means be

prevailed upon to comply with the meafiires

that were propofed,

A letter was written for him * to Sir "Wil^

Ham Lemon, to prevail upon him to interpofe

his good oinces with Lord Tyrconnel, in

which he folicited Sir William's affiftance,

" for a man who really needed it as much
" as any man could well do ;" and informed

him, that he was retiring " for ever to a

" place where he fhould no more trouble his

" relations, friends, or enemies ;" he confeiT-

ed, that his paiTion had betrayed him to fome

conduct with regard to Lord Tyrconnel, for

which he could not but heartily afk his par-

don ; and as he imagined Lord Tyrconnel's

paffion might be yet fp high, that he would

not " receive a letter from him," begged

that Sir William would endeavour to foften

him ; and expreffed his hopes that he would

comply with his requeft, and that " fo fmall

* By Mr. Pope.

^^ a re}a-=,
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" a relation would not harden his heart

^' againft him."

That any man fhould prefume to didate

a letter to him, was not very agreeable to

Mr. Savage ; and therefore he was, before

he had opened it, not much inclined to ap-

prove it. But when he read it, he found it

contained fentiments entirely oppofite to his

pwn, and, as he aflerted, to the truth; and

therefore, inftead of copying it, wrote his

friend a letter full of mafculine refentment

and warm expoftulations. He very juftly

obferved, that the ftyle was too fupplicatory,

and the reprefentation too abjed:, and that he

.ought at leaft to have made him complain with

?' the dignity of sl gentleman in diftreis."

He declared that he would not write the

paragraph in which he was to aik Lord Tyr-

connel's pardon ; for, " he. defpifed his par-

" don, and therefore could not heartily, and
" would not hypocritically, afk it.'* He re-

marked, that his friend made a very unrea-

fonable diltindion between himfelf and him;

for, fays he, when you mention men of

high rank " in your own charader," they are

1^ thofe little creatures whorn we are pleafed

" to
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'^ to call the great ;" but when you addrefs

them " in mine," no fervility is fufficiently

humble. He then with great propriety ex-

plained the ill confeqfuences which might be

expe(Sted from fuch a letter, which his rela-

tions would print in their own defence, and

which would for ever be produced as a full

anfwer to all that he fhould allege againfl

them; for he always intended to publifh a

minute account of the treatment which he

had received. It is to be remembered, to

the honour of the gentleman by whom this

letter was drawn up, that he yielded to Mr.

Savage's reafons, and agreed that it ought to

be fuppreffed.

After many alterations and delays, a fub-

fcription was at length raifed, which did not

amount to fifty pounds a year, though twenty

were paid by one gentleman ; fuch was the

generofity of mankind, that what had been

done by a player without folicitation, could

not now be effeded by application and in-

tereft ; and Savage had a great number to

court and to obey for a penfion lefs than that

which Mrs. Oldfieid paid him without ex-

ading any fervilities,

f Mr.
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Mr. Savage however was fatisfied, and will-

ing to retire, and was convinced that the

allowance, though fcanty, would be more

than fufficient for him, being now determin-

ed to commence a rigid oeconomift, and to

live according to the exadiefl: rules of fru-

gality ; for nothing was in his opinion more

contemptible than a man, who, when he

knew his income, exceeded it ; and yet he

confefled, that inftances of fuch folly were

too common, and lamented that fome men
were hot to be trufted with their own
money.

Full of thefe falutary refolutions, he left

London in July 1739, having taken leave

with great tendernefs of his friends, and

parted from the author of this narrative with

tears in his eyes. He was furnifhed with

fifteen guineas, and informed, that they would

be fufficient, not only for the expence of his

journey, but for his fupport in Wales for

fome time ; and that there remained but little

more cf -the firft coliedion. He promifed a

ftri(!it adherence to his maxims of parfimony,

and went away in the ftage-coach ; nor did

his
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his friends exped: to hear from him, till he

informed them of his arrival at Sv/anfea.

But when they leaft expected, arrived a

letter dated the fourteenth day after his de-

parture, in which he fent them word, that he

was yet upon the road, and without money

;

and that he therefore could not proceed with-

out a remittance. They then fent him the

money that was in their hands, with which

he was enabled to reach Briftol, from v\^hence

he was to go to Swanfea by water.

At Briftol he found ari embargo laid upon

the fliipping, fo that he could not immediately

obtain a paiTage ; and being therefore obliged

to ftay there fome time, he with his ufual

felicity, ingratiated himfelf with many of

the principal inhabitantSj was invited to their

houfes, diftinguilhed at their pubHck feafts,

and treated with a regard that gratified

his vanity, and therefore eafily engaged his

afFeiStion.

He began very early after his retirement

to complain df the conduct of his friends in

Lon.don,
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London, and irritated many of them fo

much by his letters, that they withdrew,

however honourably, their contributions ; and

St is believed, that little more was paid him

than the twenty pounds a year, which were

allowed him by the gentleman who propofed

the fubfcription.

After fome flay at Briflol he retired to

Swanfea, the place originally propofed for

his refidence, where he lived about a year,

very much diffatisiied with the diminution of

his falary ; but contracted, as in other places,

acquaintance with thofe who were moil dif-

tinguilhed in that country, among whom he

has celebrated Mr. Powel and Mrs. Jones, by
fome verfes which he inferted in l^he Gentle-^

mans Magazine *.

Here he completed his tragedy, of whicli

two ads were wanting when he left London,

and was defirous of coming to tov/n to bring

it upon the ftage. This defign Vv^as very

warmly oppofed, and he v/as advifed by his

chief benefadlor to put it into the hands of

Reprinted in the late coIIe<^ion,

Mr,
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Mr. Thomfon and Mr. Mallet, that it might

be fitted for the ftage, and to allow his friends

to receive the profits, out of which an annual

penfion Ihould be paid him.

This propofal he rejected with the utmofl

contempt. He was by no means convinced

that the judgement of thofe, to whom he was

required to fubmit, was fuperior to his own.

He was now determined, as he expreffed it,

to be " no longer kept in leading-firings,"

and had no elevated idea of " his bounty,

^^ who propofed to penfion him out of the

" profits of his own labours."

He attempted in Wales to promote a fub_

fcription for his works, and had once hopes

of fuccefs ; but in a Ihort time afterwards

formed a refolution of leaving that part of

the country, to which he thought it not

reafonable to be confined for the gratification

of thofe, who, having promifed him a liberal

income, had no fooner baniihed him to a

remote corner, than they reduced his allow-

ance to a falary fcarcely equal to the necef-

fities of life.

His
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His refentment of this treatment, whicf:,

in his own opinion at leaf!:, he had not de-

ferved, was fuch, that he broke off all cor-

refpondence with moil of his contributors,

and appeared to confider them as perfecu-

tors and oppreffors ; and in the latter part

of his life declared, that their condud: toward

him) fmce his departure from London, " had

" been perfidioufnefs improving on perfidi-

" oufnefs j and inhumanity on inhumanity."

It is not to be fuppofed, that the neceflities

of Mr. Savage did not fometimes incite him

to latirical exag-eerations of the behaviour of

thofe by whom he thought himfelf reduced

to them. But it mull be granted, that the

diminution of his allowance was a great

hardfhip, and that thofe who withdrew their

fubfcription from a man, who, upon the faith

of their promife, had gone into a kind of

banifhment, and abandoned ail thofe by whom
he had been before relieved in his diftrefles,

will find it no eafy tafl^ to vindicate their

condud.

It may be alleged, and perhaps juflly,

that he was petulant and contemptuous j that

Vol, IIL Y he
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he more frequently reproached his fubfcr'ib'ers

for not giving him more, than thanked them

for what he received ; but it is to be remem-
bered, that his condtidt, and this is the v^roirft

charge that can be drawn up againft him, did

.them no real injury ; and that it therefore

ought rather to have been pitied than refent-

ed ; at leaft, the refentment it might provoke

ought to have been generous and manly

;

epithets which his condud: will hardly deferve

that ftarves the man whom he has perfuaded

to put himfelf into his power.

It might have been reafonably demanded

by Savage, that they fhould, before they had

taken away what they promifed, have re-

placed him in his former flate, that they

fliould have taken no advantages from the

fituation to which the appearance of their

kindnefs had reduced him, and that he fhould

Mve T^een recalled to London before he was

abandoned. He might juftly reprefe'nt, that

'he pught to have been confidered as a lion

in the toils, and demand to be releafed before

the dogs fhould be loofed upon him.

He -endeavoured, indeed, to releafe him-

felfj'-and, with- an intent to return- to Lbii-

-^'•-
' —

'(ion.
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don, V7ent to Briftol, where a repetition of

the kindnefs which he had formerly found

invited him to ftay. He was not only ca-

refled and treated, but had a colled:ion made

for him of about thirty pounds, witk which

it had been happy if he had immediately de-

parted for London ; but his negligence did

not fuffer him to confider, that fuch proofs

of kindnefs were not often to be expected,

and that this ardour of benevolence was in a

great degree the efFe£t of novelty, and might,

probably, be every day lefs ; and therefore

he took no care to improve the happy time,

but was encouraged by one favour to hope

for another, till at length generofity was ex-

haufted, and officioufnefs wearied.

Another part of his mifcondu<£t was the

pradice of prolonging his vifits to unfeafon-

able hours, and difconcerting all the families

into which he was admitted. This was an

error in a place of commerce which all the

charms of his converfation could not com-

penfate ; for what trader would purehafe fuch

airy fatisfadion by the lofs of folid gai^,

which muft be the confequence of midnight

'merriment, as thofe hours which were

y 2 gained
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gained at night were generally loil in tlfj

morning ?

Thus Mr. Savage, after the curiofity of the

inhabitants was gratified, found the number

of his friends daily decreafmg, perhaps with-

out fufpeding for what reafon their condu(St

was altered ; for he Hill continued to harafs,

with his nocturnal intrufions, thofe that yet

countenanced him, and admitted him to their

houfes.

But he did not Ipend all the timt of his

refidence at Briftol in vifits or at taverns, for

lie fometimes returned to his fludies, and be-

gan feveral confiderable defigns. When he

felt an inclination to write, he always retired

from the knowledge of his friends, and lay

hid in an obfcure part of the fuburbs, till he

found himfelf again defirous of company, to

which it is likely that intervals of abfence

made him more welcome.

He was always full of his deiign of return-

mg to London, to bring his tragedy upon the

ftage ; but, having negleded to depart with

the money that was raifed for him, he could

not
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not afterwards procure a fum fufficlent to de-

fray the expences of his journey ; nor per-

haps would a frelh fupply have had any other

effed:, than, by putting immediate pleafures

in his power, to have driven the thoughts of

his journey out of his mind.

While he was thus fpending the day in

contriving a fcheme for the morrow, diftrefs

Hole upon him by imperceptible degrees.

His condud: had already wearied fome of

thofe who were at firft enamoured of his conr'

verfation ; but he might, perhaps, ilill haye

devolved to others, whom he might have e/n-

tertained with equal fuccefs, had not the de-

cay of his clothes made it no longer confiftent

with their vanity to admit him to their tables,

or to aiTociate with him in publick places. He
now began to find every man from home at

whofe houfe he called ; and was therefore no
longer able to procure the neceffaries of life,

but wandered about the town, flighted and

negleded, in queft of a dinner, which he did

not always obtain.

To complete his mifery, he was purfued by

the officers for fmail debts which he had con-

Y 3 . traded

;
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traiStecl ; and was therefore obliged to with-

draw from the fmall number of friends from

whom he had fcill reafon to hope for favours.

His cuflom was to he in bed the greateft part

of the day, and to go out in the dark with

the utmoil privacy, and after having paid his

vifit return again before morning to his lodg-

ing, which was in the garret of an obfcure

inn.

Being thus excluded on one hand, and

confined on the other, he fufFered the utmoft

extremities of poverty, and often failed fo

long that he was feized with faintnefs, and

had loft his appetite, not being able to bear

the fmell of meat, till the adtion of his fto-*

mach was reftored by a cordial.

In this diftrefs, he received a remittance of

five pounds from London, with which he

provided himfelf a decent coat, and deter-

;nined to go to London, but unhappily fpent

his money at a favourite tavern. Thus wa§

he again confined to Briftol, where he was

every day hunted by bailiffs. In this exi*

gence he once more found a friend, who

iheltgred him Iti Jijs Jioufe, though at th^

"Vifu^l
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ufual inconveniences with which his com-

pany was attended ; for he could neither be

perfuaded to go to bed in the night, nor to

fife in the day.

It is obfervable, that in thefe various fcenes

of mifery, he was always difengaged and

cheerful : he at fome times purfued his ftu-

dies, and at others continued or enlarged his

epiftoiary correfpondence ; nor was he ever

{o far dejedied, as to endeavour to procure an

increafe of his allowance by any other me-

thods than accufations and reproaches.

He had nov^ no longer any hopes of af-

fiftance from his friends at Briftol, w^ho as

merchants, and by confequence fufficiently

ftudious of profit, cannot be fuppofed to

-have looked with much compaffion upon ne-

gligence and extravagance, or to think any

excellence equivalent to a fault of fuch con-

fequence as negledt of oeconomy. It is na-

tural to imagine, that many of thofe, who
would have relieved his real wants, were dif-

couraged from the exertion of their benevo-

lence by obfervation of the ufe which was

|iude of their favours, and convidion that

¥4 rehef
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relief would only be momentaiy, and that

the fame neceffity would quickly return. M

At laft he quitted the houfe of his friend,

and returned to his lodging at the inn, ftiil

intending to fet out in a few days for Lon^
don; but on the loth of January 1742-3,

having been at fupper with two of his friends,

he was at his return to his' lodgings arrefted

for a debt of about eight pounds, which he

Qwed at a coffee-houfe, and conduced to the

houfe of a iheriff's officer. The account

which he gives of this misfortune, in a letter

to one of the gentlemen with- whom he had

fupped, is too remarkable to be omitted.

*^ It was not a little unfortunate for me,

'' that I fpent yefterday's evening with you
;

" becaufe the hour hindered me from enter-

" ing on my new lodging ; however, I have

*' now got one, but fuch an one as I believe

*' nobody would chufe,

" I was arrefted at the fuit of Mrs. Read,

^' juft as I was going up ftairs to bed, at Mr,
" Bowyer's ; but taken in fo private a man-
^^ ner, that I believe nobody at the White

' ^^ Liou
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** Lion is apprifed of it. Though I let the

*' officers know the ftrength (or rather weak-
*' nefs) of my pocket, yet they treated me
*' with the utmoft civility ; and even when
*' they conduced me to confinement, it was
*' in fuch a manner, that I verily beheve I

*' could have efcaped, which I would rather

*' be ruined than have done, notwithftanding

** the whole amount of my finances was but

" three pence halfpenny.

" In the firfl: place I mufl infift, that you
*' will induftrioufly conceal this from Mrs.

A* S —s, becaufe I would not have her

" good-nature fufFer that pain, which, I

*' know, fhe would be apt to feel on this oc-

*' cafion.

" Next, I conjure you, dear Sir, by all

*' the ties of friendfhip, by no means to have
*' one uneafy thought on my account; but

*' to have the fame pleafantry of counte-
*' nance, and unruffled ferenity of mind,
" which (God be praifed !) I have in this,

" and have had in a much feverer cala-

*' mity. Furthermore, I charge you, if

** you value my friendlhip as truly as I do
" yours.
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" yours, not to utter, or even liarbo.ur, th^

" leaft refentment ^gainft Mrs. Rea4, J htr
*' lieve £he has ruined me, but I freely forr

" give her ; and (though I will never more
** have any intimacy with her) I would, at a

*' due diftance, rather do her an ad of good,
*' than ill will. Laftly (pardon the expref-

fion), I abfolutely command you not to of-

fer me any pecuniary afiiftance, nor to at-

tempt getting me any from any one of
" your friends. At another time, or on any
*' other occafiOH, you may, dear friend, be

" well alTured, I would rather write to you
^* in the fubmiffive ftyle of a requeft, than

*' that of a peremptory command.

(C

(C

cc However, that my truly valuable friend

" may not think I am too proud to alk a fa-

*-' vour, let me entreat you to let m^ have

" your boy to attend me for ,this day, not

" only for the fake oFfaving me the expence

*' of porters, but for the delivery of fome let-

" ters to people v\rhofe names I wpuld not

" have known to flrangers,

.,
" The civil treatment I have thus far met

i^. .from thofe whofe prifofier I ^m, ma-ke^ me
. ,

<c thankful
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** thankful to the Ahuighty, that, though he
*' hag thought fit to vifit me (on my birth-

*' night) with afflidion, yet (fuch is his great

" goodnefs !) my afflidion is not without al-

" leviating circumftances. I murmur not

;

** but am all refignation to the divine will.

*' As to the world, I hope that I fhall be en-

*' dued by Heaven with that prefence of

" mind, that ferene dignity in misfortune^

" that conftitutes the charadter of a true no-

" bleman ; a dignity far beyond that of co-

" ronets ; a nobility arifmg from the juft

*' principles of philofophy, refined and exalt-

** ed by thofe of chriftianity."

He continued five days at the officer's, in

hopes that he fhould be able to procure bail,

and avoid the neceffity of going to prifon.

The ftate in which he paffed his time, and

the treatment which he received, are very

juftly expreifed by him in a letter which he

wrote to a friend :
" The whole day," fays

he, " has been employed in various peoples*

" filling my head with their foolifh chimeri-

" cal fyftems, which has obliged me coolly

" (as far as nature will admit) to digeft, and
*^ accommodate myfelf to, every different

" perfon's
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" perfon's way of thinking ; hurried from
" one wild fyftem to another, till it has quite

" made a chaos of my imagination, and no-
" thing done—promifed—difappointed—or-
" dered to fend, every hour, from one part
" of the town to the other."

When his friends, who had hitherto ca-

reffed and applauded, found that to give bail

and pay the debt was the fame, they all re-

fufed to preferve him from a prifon at the

expence of eight pounds ; and therefore, after

having been for fome time at the officer's

houfe, " at an immenfe expence," as he ob~

ferves in his letter, he was at length removed

to Newgate.

This expence he was enabled to fupport by

the generofity of Mr. Nafli at Bath, who,

upon receiving from him an account of his

condition, immediately fent him five guineas,

and promifed to promote his fubfcription at

Bath with all his intereft.

By his removal to Newgate, he obtained

at ieaft a freedom from fufpenfe, and reft

from the difturbing vicillitudes of hope and

difappointmeut ; . he now found that his

friends
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friends were only companions, who were

willing to fhare his gaiety, but not to partake

of his misfortunes ; and therefore he no longer

expected any affiftance from them.

It mufl; however be obferved of one gentle-

man, that he offered to releafe him by paying

the debt ; but that Mr. Savage would not con-

fent, I fuppofe becaufe he thought he had be-

fore been too burthenfome to him.

He was offered by fome of his friends, that

a collection ihould be made for his enlarge-

ment ; but he " treated the propofal," and

declared, " he Ihould again treat it, with dif-

" dain. As to writing any mendicant letter?,

" he had too high a fpirit, and determined

" only to write to fome minifters of ftate, to

" try to regain his penfion."

He continued to complain of thofe that had

fent him into the country, and objected to

theiB, that he had " loft the profits of his

*' play, which had been liniihed three years ;^*

and in another letter declares his refolut^on to

publifh a pamphlet, that the world might

know how " he had been ufed."

This
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This pamphlet wa§ never written ; for he

in a very fhort time recovered his ufual tran-

quilUty, and cheerfully applied himfelf to

more inofFenfive ftudies. He indeed fteadily

declared, that he was promifed a yearly al-

lowance of fifty pounds, and never received

half the fum ; but he feemed to refign himfelf

to that as well as to other misfortunes, and

lofe the remembrance of it in his amufements

and employments.

The cheerfulnefs with which he bore his

confinement, appears from the following let-

ter, which he wrote, January the 30th, to one

of his friends in London

:

" I now write to you from my confine-

ment in Newgate, where I have been ever

fince Monday laft was fe'nnight, and

where I enjoy myfelf with much more

tranquillity than I have known for upwards

of a twelvemonth paft ; having a room

entirely to myfelf, and purfuing the amufe-

ment of my poetical ftudies, uninterrupted,

and agreeable to my mind. I thank the

Almighty, I am now all called:ed in my-
felf; and, though my perfon is in confine-

" ment.
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" ment, my mind can expatiate on ample and
" ufeful fubjeds with all the freedom imagin-

" able. I am now more converfant with the

" Nine than ever ; and if, inftead of a New-
*' gate-bird, I may be allowed to be a bird of
** the Mufes, I aflure you Sir, I fmg very
** freely in my cage ; fometimes indeed in

*' the plaintive notes of the nightingale ; bilt,

" at others, in the cheerful ilrains of the

« lark."~

In another letter he obferves, that he

ranges from one fubjed to another, without

confining himfelf to any particular talk ; and

that he w^as employed one week upon one at-

tempt, and the next upon another.

Surely the fortitude of this man deferves,

at leaft, to be mentioned with applaufe ; and,

whatever faults may be imputed to him, the

virtue of fufferlng well cannot be denied him.

The two powers which, in the opinion of

Epidetus, conftituted a wife man, are thofe

of bearing and forbearing, which cannot in-

deed be affirmed to have been equally pofleff-

cd by Savage; and indeed the want of one ob-

liged him very frequently to pradife the oth^er.

t. He
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He was treated by Mr. Dagg, the keeper

of the prifon, vv-ith great humanity ; was

fupported by him at his own table without

any certainty of recompence; had a room to

himfelf, to which he could at any time retire

from all difturbance ; was allowed to Hand at

the door of the prifon, and fometimes taken

out into the fields ; fo that he fuffered fewef

hardihips in prifon than he had been accuf*

tomed to undergo in the greateft part of his

life.

The keeper did not confine his benevolence

to a gentle execution of his office, but made

fome overtures to the creditor for his releafe,

though without effed: ; and continued, du*

ring the whole time of his imprifonment, to

treat him with the utmoft tendernefs and ci-

vility.

Virtue is undoubtedly moft laudable in that

ftate which makes it moil difficult ; and there-

fore the humanity of a gaoler certainly de-

ferves this public atteftation ; and the man,

whofe heart has not been hardened by fuch

an employment, may be juHly propofed as a

pattern of benevolence. If an infcriptlon was

once
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once engraved '* to the honefl: toli-g^herer,"

lefs honours ought not to be paid " to the

" tender gaoler."

Mr. Savage very frequently I'eeeived vifit^^

and fometimes prefents, from his acquaint-

ances : but they did not amount to a fub-^

fiftence, for the greater part of vv^hich he was

indebted to the generofity of this keeper ; but

thefe favours, however they might endear to

him the particular perfons from whom he

received them, were very far from impreff*

ing upon his mind any advantageous ideas of

the people of Briilol, and therefore he thought

he could not more properly employ himfelf in

prifon, than in writing a poem called " Lon»-

" don and Briftol delineated."

When he had brought this poem to its

prefent Hate, which, without confidering the

chafm, is not perfed:^ he wrote to London

an account of his defign, and informed his

friend, that he was determined to print it

with his name ; but enjoined him not to

communicate his intention to his Briftol ac-

quaintance. The gentleman, furprifed at his

refolution, endeavoured to difluade him from

Vol, IIL Z publiihing



r-,8 SAVAGE.
publiflilng it, at lead from prefixing his

name 5 and declared, that he could not re-

concile the injunQiion of fecrecy with his refa-

lutlon to own it at its firft appearance. To

this Mn Savage returned an anfwer agreeable

to his character in the following terms

:

" I received yours this morning ; and not

without a little furprife at the contents.

To anfwer a queftion with a queftion, you

aflv me concerning London and Briftol,

Why will I add delineated? Why did Mr.

Woolaflon add the fame word to his Re-

ligion OF Nature ? I fuppofe that it

was his will and pleafure to add it in his

cafe
J
and it is mine to do fo in my own.

You are pleafed to tell me, that you un-

derftand not why fecrecy is enjoined, and

yet I intend to fet m.y name to it. My
anfwer is—I have my private reafons,

w^hich I am not obliged to explain to any

one. You doubt my friend Mr. S

would not approve of it—And what is it

to me whether he does or not? Do you

imagine that Mr. S is to didate to

me ? If any man who calls himfelf my
friend fhould aiTume fuch an air, I w^ould

" ffurn
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*^ fpiirri at his fiiendiliip with contempt.

*' You iliy, I feem to thiri fo by not letting

'' him know it—And fuppofe I do, wdiat

" then ? Perhaps t can give reafone for that

** difapprobation, very foreign from what you

" would imagine. You go on in faying,

" Suppofe I fhould not put my name to it—

" My anfwer is, that I will not fuppofe any

" fuch thing, being determined to the con-

*' trary : neither, Sir, would I have you fup-

" pofe, that I applied to you for want of an-

" other prefs : nor w^ould I have you ima^

" gine, that I owe Mr. S obHgations

" which I do not."

Siich was his imprudence, and fU(ih his ob-

flinate adherence to his own refolutidns, how^

ever abfurd. A prifoner ! fupported by cha-

rity ! andj whatever infults he might have

received during the latter part of his fiay in

Briftol, once careiTed, efteemed, and prefent-

ed with a liberal colledion, he could forget

on a fudden his danger and his obligations,

to gratify the petulance of his wit, or the

eagernefs of his refentment, and publilh a

fatire, by which he might reafonably expe^^t

that he fhould alienate thofe who then fup-

^ 1 ported
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ported him, and provoke tho.fe whom he could

neither refift nor efcape.

This refolution, from the execution of

which it is probable that only his death

could have hindered him, is fufficient to

Ihew, how much he difregarded all confi-

derations that oppofed his prefent pafTions,.

and how readily he hazarded all future ad-

vantages for any immediate gratifications^

Whatever was his predominant inclination,

neither hope nor fear hindered him from

complying vnth it; nor had oppofition any

other effect than to heighten his ardour, and

irritate his vehemence-

This performance was however laid afide,

while he was employed in foliciting affiftance

fi'om feveral great perfons ; and one interrup-

tion fucceeding another, hindered hiiii from

fupplying the chafm, and perhaps from re-

touching the other partSj which he can hardly

he imagined to have fmiilied in his own
opinion ; for it is very unequal, and fome of

the lines are rather inferted to rhym-e to

ojthers, than to fupport or improve the fenfe i

but the hrit and Lift
,
parts are worked up

\yith ,gi"eat fpirit and elegancy
.

'
.

' Q
'

Hi&
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His time was fpent in the prifon for the

moft part in ftudy^ or in receiving vifits ; but

fometimes he defcended to lower aitiiifements^

and diverted himfelf in the kitchen with the

converfation of the criminals ; for it was not

pleafing to him to be much without com-

pany ; and though he was very capable of a

judicious choice, he was often contented

with the firft that offered : for this he was

fometimes reproved by his friends, who found

him furrounded with felons ; but the reproof

was on that, as on -other occafiona, thrown

away j he continued to gratify himfelf, and

to fet very little value on the opinion of

others.

But here, as in every other fcene of his

life, he made ufe of fuch opportunities as

occurred of benefiting thofe who were more

miferable than himfelf, and was always ready

to perform any office of humanity to his fel-

low-prifoners.

He had now ceafed from correfponding

with any of his fubfcribers except one, who
yet continued to remit him the twenty pounds

a year which he had promifed him, and by

Z 3 whom
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wliom it was expeded that he would have

been in a very Ihort time enlarged, becaufe

he had direded the keeper to enquire after

the ftate of his debts.

However, he took care to enter his name
according to the forms of the court, that the

creditor might be obliged to make him fome

allowance, if he was continued a prifoner,

and when on that occafion he appeared in the

hall was treated with very unufual refpe<^.

But the refentment of the city was after-

wards raifed by fome accounts that had been

fpread of the fatire, and he was informed

that fome of the merchants intended to pay

the allowance vvhich the lav/ required, and to

detain him a prifoner at their own expence.

This he treated as an empty menace ; and

perhaps might have haftened the publication,

only to {hew how much he was fuperior to

their infults, had not all his fchemes been

fuddenly deftroyed.

When he had been fix months in prifon,

he received from one of his friends "'^, in

• Mr, Pope,

whofe
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wliofe kindnefs he had the greateft confidence,

and on whofe affifliance he chiefly depended,

a letter, that contained a charge of very atro-

cious ingratitude, drawn up in fuch terms as

fudden refentment dictated. Henley, in- one

of his advertifements, had mentioned Pc^^^^'j-

treatment of Savage. This was fuppofed by

Pope to be the confequence of a complaint

made by Savage to Henley, and was there-

fore mentioned by him with much refentm.ent.

Mr. Savage returned a very folemn protefta-

tion of his innocence, but however appeared

piuch difturbed at the accufation. Some days

afterwards he was feized with a pain in his

back and fide, which, as it was not violent,

was not fufpedted to be dangerous ; but grow-

ing daily more languid and dejeded, on the

25th of July he confined himfelf to his 1:0dm,

and a fever feized his fpirits. The fymptoms

grew every day more formidable, but his con-

dition did not enable him to procure any af-

fiftance. The laft time that the keeper faw

him was on July the 31ft, 1743 ; when Sa-

vage, feeing him at his bed-fide, faid, with an

uncommon earneftnefs, " I have fomething to

*' fay to you. Sir ;" but, after a paule, moved
his hand in a melancholy manner j and, find-

% 4 ing
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ing himfelf unable to recolle^St what he was

going to communicate, faid, " 'Tis gone !"

The keeper foon after left him ; and the next

morning he died. He was buried in the

church-yard of St. Peter, at the expence of the

keeper.

Such were the life and death of Richard

Savage, a man equally diftinguifhed by his

virtues and vices ; and at once remarkable for

his weaknefles and abilities.

He was of a middle ftature, of a thin habit

of body, a long vifage, coarfe features, and

melancholy afped: ; of a grave and manly de-

portment, a folemn dignity of mien ; but

which, upon a nearer acquaintance, foftened

into an engaging eaiinefs of manners. His

walk was flow, and his voice tremulous and

mournful. He was eafily excited to fmiles,

but very feldom provoked to laughter^

His mind was in an uncommon degree vi»

gorcus and active. His judgment was accu-

rate, his apprehenfion quick, and his me--

mory fo teaacious, that he was frequently

obferved to know v\rhat he had learned from

others in a fliort time, better, than- thofe- by
whom



SAVAGE. 345

whom he was informed ; and could frequent-

ly recoiled: incidents, with all their combina-

tion of circumilances, which few would have

regarded at the prefent time, but which the

quicknefs of his apprehenfion imprefled upon

him. He had the peculiar felicity, that his

attention never deferted him ; he was prefent

to every objed, and regardful of the moft

trifling occurrences. He had the art of efr

caping from his own reflections, and aceom-

jnodating himfelf to every new fcene.

To this quality is to be imputed the extent

of his knowledge, compared with the fmall

time which he fpent in vifible endeavours to

acquire it. He mingled in curfory conver-

fation with the fame iteadinefs of attention as

others apply to a ledture ; and, amidfl the ap-

pearance of thoughtlefs gaiety, loft no new
idea that was ftarted, nor any hint that could

be improved. He had therefore made in

cofFee-houfes the fame proficiency as others in

their clofets: and it is remarkable, that the

writings of a man of little education and little

reading have an air of learning fcarcely to be

found in any other performances, but which
perhaps as often obfcures as embellifhes them.
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His judgement was eminently exa£b both

with regard to writings -and to men. The
knowledge of life was indeed his chief at-

tainment ; and it is not without fome fatif-

fadion, that I can produce the fuffrage of

Savage in favour of human nature, of which

he never appeared to entertain fuch odious

-ideas as fome, who perhaps had neither his

judgement nor experience, have publifhed,

either in oftentation of their fagacity, vindi'-

cation of their crimes, or gratification of their

malice.

His method of life particularly qualified him

for converfation, of which he knew how to

pradife all the graces. He was never vehe-

ment or loud, but at once modefi: and eafy,

ODen and refped:fui ; his ianf^uage was viva-

cious and elegant, and equally happy upon

grave or humourous lubje^ts. He was generally

cenfured for not knowing when to retire j but

that was not the defedt of his judgement, but

of his fortune ; when he left his company,

he was frequently to fpend the remaining

part of the night in the flreet, or at leail

was abandoned to gloomy i-enedions, which

it
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It is not ftrange that he delayed as lo^ig as he

could ; and fometimes forgot that he gave

others pain to avoid it himfelf.

It cannot be faid, that he made life of his

abilities for the direction of his owm conduft :

an irregular and diffipated manner of life had

made him the Have of every pafTion that

happened to be excited by the prefence of its

objedt, and that flavery to his pallions reci-

procally produced a life irregular and diffi-

pated. He was not mafter of his own mo-
tions, nor could promife any thing for the

next day.

With regard to his oeconomy, nothing catv

be added to -the relation of his life. He ap-

peared to think himfelf born to be fupported

by others, and difpenfed from all neceffity of

providing for himfelf; he therefore never

profecuted any fcheme of advantage, nor

endeavoured even to fecure the profits which
his writings might have afforded him. His
temper was, in confequence of the dominion of

his paffions, uncertain and capricious ; he was
cafily engaged, and eafily difgufted j but he is

accufed
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accufed of retaining his hatred more tena-

cioufly than his benevolence.

He was compaffionate both by nature and

principle, and always ready to perform offices

of humanity ; but when he was provoked

(and very fmall oiFences were fufficient to

provoke him), he would profecute his revenge

with the utmoll acrimony till his paffion had

fubfided.

His friendiliip was therefore of little value

;

for though he was zealous in the fupport or

vindication of thofe whom he loved, yet it

was always dangerous to truft him, becaufe

he confidered hirnfelf as difcharged by the

firil quarrel from all ties of honour or grati-

tude ; and would betray thofe fecrets which,

in the warmth of confidence, had been im-

parted to him. This practice drew upon

him an univerfal accufation of ingratitude :

nor can it be denied that he was very ready

to fet himfelf free from the load of an obli-

ration ; for he could not bear to conceive

himfelf in a ftate of dependence, his pride

being equally powerful with his other paf-

fions, and appearing in the form of infolence

at
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at one time, and of vanity at another. Va-

nity, the moft innocent fpecies of pride, was

moft frequently predominant : He could not

eafily leave off, when he had once begun to

mention himfelf or his works ; nor ever read

his verfes without Healing his eyes from the

page, to difcover, in the faces of his audience,

how they were affeded with any favourite

paflage.

A kinder name than that of vanity ought

to be given to the delicacy with which he was
always careful to feparate his own merit from

every other man's, and to reje<3; that praife to

which he had no claim. He did not forget,

in mentioning his performances, to mark

every line that had been fuggefted or amend-

ed ; and was fo accurate, as to relate that he

owed three words in T'he Wanderer to the ad-

vice of his friends.

His veracity v,ras queftioned, but with little

reafon ; his accounts, though not indeed

always the fame, were generally confiftent.

When he loved any man, he fupprefTed all

his faults ; and, when he had been offended

by him, concealed all his virtues: but his

charaders
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charaders were generally true, fo far as he
proceeded; though it cannot be denied, that

his partiality might have fometlmes the eifed:

of fali'ehood.

In cafes indifferent, he was zealous for vir-

tue, truths and juftice : he knew very well the

neceflity of goodnefs to the prefent and future

happinefs of mankind ; nor is there perhaps

any writer, who has lefs endeavoured topleafe

"by flattering the appetites, or perverting the

judgement.

As an author, therefore, and lie now ceafes

to influence mankind in any other charader,

if one piece which he had refolved to fupprefs

be excepted, he has very little to fear from

the ilridefl: moral or religious cenfure. And
though he may not be altogether fecure againft

the objedions of the critic, it muft however

be acknowledged, that his works are the pro-

dudlions of a genius truly poetical ; and,

what many* writers who have been more la-

villily applauded cannot boaft, that they have

an original air, w^hich has no refemblance of

any foregoing work, that the verfification

and fentiments have a cafl: peculiar to them-

felves,
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felves, which no man can imitate with fuc*

cefs, becaufe what was nature in Savage,

would in another be aiFedation. It muft be

confefled, that his defcriptions are ftriking^

his images animated, his fidlions juftly ima-

gined, and his allegories artfully purfued

;

that his didlion is elevated, though fometimes

forced, and his numbers fonorous and majef-

tic, though frequently fluggifli and encum-

bered. Of his ftyle, the general fault is harfh-

nefs, and its general excellence is dignity ; of

his fentiments, the prevailing beauty is fubli-

mity, and uniformity the prevailing defed:.

For his life, or for his writings, none, who
candidly confider his fortune, will think an

apology either neceflary or difficult. If he

was not always fufficiently inftruded in his

fubjed, his knowledge was at leaft greater

than could have been attained by others in

the fame ftate. If his works were fometimes

unlinifhed, accuracy cannot reafonably be ex-

adied from a man opprefled with want, which

he has no hope of relieving but by a fpeedy

publication. The infolence and refentment of

which he is accufed were not eafily to be

avoided by a great mind, irritated by perpe-

tual
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tual hardfhlps, and conftrained hourly to re-

turn the fpurns of contempt, and reprefs the

infolence ofprofperity ; and vanity may furely

readily be pardoned in him, to whom Ufe af-

forded no other comforts than barren praifes,

and the confcioufnefs of deferving them.

Thofe are no proper judges of his conduct,

who have flumbered away their time on the

down of plenty; nor will any wife man
prefume to fay, " Had I been in Savage's

" condition, I fhould have lived or written

" better than. Savage."

This relation will not be wholly without its

ufe, if thofe, who languifh under any part of

his fufferings, fhall be enabled to fortify their

patience, by refled:ing that they feel only

thofe afflictions from which the abilities of

Savage did not exempt him ; or thofe, who,

in confidence of fuperior capacities or attain-

ments, difregard the common maxims of life,

fhall be reminded, that nothing will fupply

the want of prudence ; and that negligence

and irregularity, long continued, will make

-knowledge ufelefs, wit ridiculous, and geniiis

contemptible.

SWIFT.



[ 353 ]

I F

A N Account of Dr. Swift has been already

"^^ collededj with great diUgence and acute-

nefs, by Dr. Haw^kefworth, according to a

fcheme which I laid before him in the inti-

macy of our friendlhip. I cannot therefore

be expeded to fay much of a life, concerning

which I had long fmce communicated my
thoughts to a man capable of dignifying his

narration with fo much elegance of language

and force of fentiment.

JONATHAN SWIFT was, according

to an account faid to be v\rritten by himfeif,

the fori of Jonathan Swift, an attorney, and

was born at DubUn on St. Andrew's day,

1667: according to his own report, as ddi-

vered by Pope to Spence, he was born at

Vol. hi. A a Leicefterj
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Leicefter, the fon of a clergyman, who was

ininifier of a parilh in Herefordfhire ^^ Dur-

ing his life the place of his birth was unde-

termined. He V\^as contented to be called an

Irifhman by the Irifh ; but would occafionally

call himfelf an Englifhman. The queftion

may, without much regret, be left in the ob-

fcurity in v^^hich he delighted ro involve it.

Whatever was his birth, his education was

Irifh. He was fent at the age of fix to the

fchool at Kilkenny, and in his fifteenth year

(1682) was admitted into the Univerlity of

Dublin,

In his academical ftudies he was either not

diligent or not happy. It muft difappoint

every reader's exped;ation, that, when at the

ufual time he claimed the Bachelorfhip of

Arts, he was found by the examiners too

confpicuoufly deficient for regular admiflion,

and obtained his degree at lafl: hjfpecial fa-

vour ; a term ufed in that univerfity to denote

want of merit.

* tiperice's Anecdotes, vol. II. p. 273.

Of
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Of t^is difgrace it may be eafily fuppofed

that he was much afhamed, and iliama had its

proper eftect in producing reformation. He re-

folved from that time to ftudy eight hours

a-day, and continued his induftry for (even

years, witli what improvement is fufEciently

known. This part of his ftory well deferves

to be remembered ; it may aiTord ufeful ad-

monition and powerful encouragement to

men, whofe abilities have been made for a

time ufelefs by their pafiions or pleafures,

and who, having loft one part of life in idle-

nefs, are tempted to throw away the remainder

efpair.in d-^^'

In this courfe of daily application he conti-

nued three years longer at Diiblin ; and in

this time, if the obfervation and memory of

an old companion may be trufted, he drev/

the firft fketch of his Tale of a Tub,

When he was about one-and-twenty

(1688), being by the "death of Godwin Swift

his uncle, who had fupported him, left w^ith-

put fubfiftence, he went to confult his mother,

who then lived at Leicefter, about the future

courfe of his life, and by her dired:ion folicit-

A a 2 ed
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ed the advice and patronage of Sir William-^

Temple, who had married one of Mrs-.

Swift's relations, and whofe father Sir Johrt

Temple, Mafter of the Rolls in Ireland, had

lived in great familiarity of friendihip with'-

Godwin Swift, by whom Jonathan had been

to that time maintained.

Temple received with fufficient kindnels

the. nephew of his father's friend, with whom
he was, when they converfed together, fa

much pleafed,, that he detained him tv^o years-

in his houfe. Here he became known to

King William, who fometimes vifited Tem-
ple when he was difabled by the gout, and,

being attended by Swift in the garden, ihew-

ed him how to cut afparagus in the Dutch'

way^^

King William's notions were all military

;

and he expreifed his kindnefs to Swift by of-

fering to make him a captain of horfe.

When Temple removed to Moor-park, he

took Swift with him ; and when he was con-

fulted by the Earl of Portland about the ex-

pedience of complying with a bill then de-

pendiog,
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pending for making parfiaments triennial,

againil which King William was ftrongly pre-

judiced, after having in vain tried to fhew

the Ear! that the propoial involved nothing

dangerous to royal power, he fent Swift for

fche fame pui-pofe ta the King. Swift, who

probably was proud of his eniployment, and

went with all the confidence of a young man,

found his arguments, and his art .of dilplay-

ing theni, made totally inesFedoal by the pre-

determination of the King ; and xifed to men-

tion this difappointment as his iirit antidote

.againft vanity.

Before he left Ireland he conlra€!:ed a dii-

oider, as he thought^ by eating too much

fruit. The original of diieales is comm.only

obicure. Alm.Qil every boy eats as much

fruit as he can get, without any great incon-

venience. The difeafe of Swift was giddinefs

with deafnefsj w?hich attacked hiih from timeto

times began very early, purfued him through

life, and at lall .feut hi-in to the grave, depriv-

ed of reafoo.

Being much cppreifed s.t Moor-park by

this giievoiis malady, he was advifed to try

A a 3 iiis
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his native air, and went to Ireland ; but,

finding no benefit, returned to Sir William,

at whole houfe he continued his ftudies, and

is known to have read, among other books,

Cyprian and Iren^us, He thought exercife

of great neceffity, and ufed to run half a

mile up and dovv n a hill every tvvo hours.

It is eafy to imagine that the mode in which

his lirft dePTee Vv^as conferred left him noo

great fondnefs for the Univerlity of Dublin,

and therefore he refolved to become a Mafter

of Arts at Oxford, In the teftimonial which

he produced, the words of difgrace were

omitted, and he took his Mafter's degree

(July 5, 1692) with fuch reception and re-

gard as ftilly contented him.

While he lived with Temple, he ufed to

pay his mother at Leicefter an yearly vifit.

He travelled on foot, unlefs fome violence of

weather drove him into a waggon, and at

night he would go to a penny lodging, where

he purchafed clean iheets for fixpence. This

practice Lord Orrery imputes to his innate love

of grolTnefs and vulgarity : fome may afcribe

^t to his defn-e offurveying human life through

all



SWIFT. 359

all its varieties j and others, perhaps with

equal probability, to a paffion vv^hich leems

to have been deep fixed in his heart, the love

of a fhilling.

In time he began to think that his attend-

ance at Moor-park deferved fome other re-

compence than the pleafure, however min-

gled with improvement, of Temple's conver-

fation ; and grew fo impatient, that ( 1 694)

he went away in difcontent.

Temple, confcious of having given reafon

for complaint, is faid to have made him De-

puty Mailer of the Rolls in Ireland ; which,

according to his kinfman's account, was aa

ofhce which he knew him not able to dif-

charge. Swift therefore refolved to enter

into the Church, in which he had at firft no

higher hopes than of the chaplainlhip co the

Fadtory at Lifbon ; but being recommended

to Lord Capel, he obtained the prebend of

IQlroot in Connor^ of about a hundred pouuds

a year.

But the infirmities of Temple made a com*

panion like Swift fo neceifary, that he iavit-

A a .^ ed
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ed him back, with a promife to procure him

Knglifh preferment, in exchange for the pre-

bend which he defired him to refign. With

this requeft Swift complied, having perhaps

equally repented their feparation, and they

lived on together with mutual fatisfac-

tion ; and, in the four years that pafled be-

tween his return and Temple's death, it is

probable that he wrote the 'Tale of a Tub and

the Battle of the Books.

Swdft began early to think, or to hope,

that he w^as a poet, and wrote Pindarick Odes

to Temple, to the King, and to the Athe-

nian Society, a knot of obfcure men, who
publilhed a periodical pamphlet of anfwers to

.queftions, fent, or fuppofed to be fent, by

Letters. I have been told that Dryden, hav-

ing perufed thefe verfes, faid, " Coufm Swift,

" you will never be a poet ;" and that this

denunciation w^as the motive of Swift's per-

petual malevolence to Dryden,

In 1699 Temple died, and left a legacy

with his manufcripts to Swift, for whom he

had obtained, from King William, a promife

of the firft prebend that fhould be vacant at

Wellminfter or Canterbury,
' ' That
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That this promlfe might not be forgotten.

Swift dedicated to the King the pofthumous

works with which he was intrufted ; but nei-

ther the dedication, nor tendernefs for the

man whom he once had treated with confi-

dence and fondnefs, revived in King "William.

the remembrance of his promife. Swift

awhile attended the Court ; but foon found

his folicitations hopelefs.

He was then invited by the Earl of Berk-

ley to accompany him into . Ireland, as his

private fecretary ; but after having done the

bufmefs till their arrival at Dublin, he then

found that one Biijh had perfuaded the Earl

that a Clergyman was not a proper fecretary,

and had obtained the office for himfelf. In

a man like Swift, fuch circumvention and in-

conftancy muft have excited violent indig-

nation.

But he had yet more to fuffer. Lord Berkeley
had the difpofal of the deanery of Derry, and

Swift exped:ed to obtain it ; but by the fecreta-

ry's influence, fuppofed to have been fecured by
a bribe, it was beftowed on fomebody elfe; and

Swift was difmiffed with the Uvings of Laracor-

and
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and Rathheggm in the diocefe of Meath,

which together did not equal half the value

of the deanery.

At Laracor he increafed the parochial duty

by reading prayers on Wednefdays and Fri-

days, and performed ail the offices of his

profeilion with great decency and exadinefs.

Soon after his fettlernent at Laracor, he

invited to Ireland the unfortunate Stella, a

young woman whofe name was Johnfon, the

daughter of the fteward of Sir William Tem-
ple, who, in confideration of her father's

virtues, left her a thoufand pounds. With

her came Mrs. Dingley, whofe whole fortune

was twenty-feven pounds a year for her life.

With thefe Ladies he pafTed his hours of re-

laxation, and to them he opened his bofom ;

but they never refided in the fame houfe, nor

did he fee either without a witnef^. They

lived at the Parfonage, w^hen Swift was

away ; and when he returned, removed to a

lodging, or tq the houfe of a neighbouring

clergyman.

Swift
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Swift was not one of thofe minds which

amaze the world with early pregnancy: his

firft work, except his few poetical EfTays,

was the Dijfentlons In Athens and Rome^ pub-

lifhed ( 1
70

1
) in his thirty-fourth year. After

its appearance, paying a vifit to fome bifliop,

he heard mention made of the new pamphlet

that Burnet had written, replete with political

knowledge. When he feemed to doubt Bur-

net's right to the work, he was told by the

Bifhop, that he was a young man ; and, ftill

perfifting to doubt, that he was a very pofitive

young man.

Three years afterward ( 1 704) was publifh-r

£d ^he 'Tale of a Tub : of this book charity

may be perfuaded to think that it might be

written by a man of a peculiar character,

without ill intention; but it is certainly of

dangerous example. That Swift was its au-

thor, though it be univerfally believed, was

never owned by himfelf, nor very well prov-

ed by any evidence ; but no other claimant

can be produced, and he did not deny it

when Archbifhop Sharpe and the Duchefs of

Somerfet, by fhewing it to the Queen, de-

barred him from a biihoprick.

When
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When this, wild work firO: raifed the atten-

tion of the publick, Sachevereil, meeting

Smalridge^ tried to hatter him, by feeming

to think hiiH the author j but Smahid-^e an-

fwered with indignatioiTi, " Not all that yon
" and I have in the w^orld, nor all that ever

** we fhall have, fhould hire me to write the

" Tak ofa Tub:"

The digreflions, relating- to Wotton and

Bentley muil be confeffed to difcover want of

knowledge, or want of integrity - he did

not underfland the tvv^o controverfies, or he

willingly mifreprefented them. But Wit can

{land its, ground againft Truth only a Httle

while. The honours, due to learning have

h^tn juflly diftributed by the deciHon of

pollerityo

The Battle of the Books is ib like the Com-

bat des LivreSy which the iame queftion con-

cerning the Ancients and Moderns had pro-

duced in France, that the improbability of

fuch a coincidence of thoughts without, com-

munication is not, in my opinion, balanced

by the anonymous proteftation prefixed^ in

which all knowledge of the French book is

peremptorily difowned.

For
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For fome time after Swift was probably

employed in folitary ftudy, gaining the quali-

fications requiiite for future eminence. How
often he Yifited England, and with what dili-

gence he attended his pariihes, I know not.

It was not till about four years aftei'wards

that he became a profeiTed author, and then

one year (170S) produced ^he Sentmenfs of

a Church-qf-Enghnd Man; the ridicule of

Aftrology, under the name of Blchrftaff;

the Argiimaii againjl ahdifloiiig Chrljllanity

;

and the defence of the Sacrmnenial Tefl.

'The Sefitlments of a Churib-of-England

Man is written with great coolnefs, mode-

ration, eafe, and perfpicuity. The Argu-

ment again/} aboUJhing Chriftianity is a very

happy and judicious irony. One palTage in

it deferves to be fele6:ed.

"
' If Chriftianity were once aboliftied, how

'' could the free-thinkers, the ftrong reafon-

" ers, and the men of profound learning, be

" able to find another fubje£t fo calculated,

*'' in all points, whereon to difplay their abi-

" iities \ What wonderful produ(3:ions of wdt

^ Ihouid we he deprived of from thofe, whof«

4 " genius,
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" genius, by continual practice, ha;th been
" wholly turned upon raillery and inved:ives

" againft religion, and would therefore never

" be able to Ihine, or diftinguiih themfelves,

upon any other fubjed: ? We are daily

complaining of the great decline of wit

among us, and would take away the great-

" eft, perhaps the only, topick we have left.

*' Who would ever have fufpedted Afgill for

" a wit, or Toland for a philofopher, if the

" inexliauftible ftock of Chriftianity had not

" been at hand to provide them with mate-

" rials ? What other fubjed:, through all art

" or nature, could have produced Tindal for

" a profound author, or furnifhed him v^^ith

" readers ? It is the wife choice of the fub-

" jed that alone adorns and diftinguifhes the

" writer. For had an hundred fuch pens as

" thefe been employed on the fide of reli-

" gion, they would have immediately funk
'*' into filence and oblivion."

The reafonablenefs of a Te/I is not hard to

be proved ; but perhaps it muft be allowed

that the proper teft has not been chofen.

The attention paid to the papers publilhed

under the name of Bickerftaff^ induced Steele,

when
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ViTiien he proje6led the Tatlej", to afTiime an

appellation which had already gained poffef-

fion of the reader's notice.

In the year following he wrote a Ft^ojeElfir

the Advajicernefit ofReligion^ addreffed to Lady

Berkeley ; by whofe kindnefs it is not unlikely

that he was advanced to his benefices. To
this pro]e£t, which is formed with great pu-

rity of intention, and difplayed v^rith fpriteli-

nefs and elegance, it can only be objedied,

that, like many projects, it is, if not gene-

rally impracticable, yet evidently hopelefs, as

it fuppofes more zeal, concord, and perfeve-

rance, than a view of mankind gives reafon

for expeding.

He wrote likewife this year a Vindication of

Bickerjlaff ; and an explanation of an Aficmtt

Prophecy^ part VvTitten after the fads, and the

reft never completed, but well planned to ex^

cite amazement.

Soon after began the bufy and importaot

part of Swift's life. He was employed ( 1
7 lo)

by the primate of Ireland to folicit the Queea
for a remiffion of the Firft Fruits and Twen-
tieth parts to the Irifli Clergy. With this

I purpofe
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purpofe he had recourfe to Mr. Harley, to

whom he v/as mentioned as a man negledied

and opprefled by the laft miniftry, becaufe he

had refufed to co-operate with fome of their

fchemes. What he had refufed, has never

been told ; what he had fuffered was, I

fuppofe, the cxcluiion from a bifhoprick by

the remonftrances of Sharpe, whom he de-

fcribes as the harmlefs tool of others hate^ and

whom he reprefents as afterwards fu'ing for

pardon^

Harley's defigns and fituation were fuch as

made him glad of an auxiliary fo well quali^

fied for his fervice ; he therefore foon admit-

ted him to familiarity, whether ever to con-

fidence fome have made a doubt ; but it

would have been difficult to excite his zeal

without perfuading him that he vv^as trufted,

and not very eafy to delude him by falfe per-

fuafions.

He was certainly admitted to thofe meet-

ings in which the firll hints and original plan

of adion are fuppofed to have been formed ;

and was one of the fixt^en MiniJfters, or

agents of the Miniftry, who met weekly at

each
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jfeach other's hoiifes, and were united by the

name of Brother*

Being not immediately confidered as an

obdurate Tory, he converfed indifcriminately

iwith all the wits, and was yet the friend of

Steele ; who, in the Tatler^ which began in

1 710, confeffes the advantages of his con^

verfation, and mentions fomething contribut-

ed by him to his paper. But he was now
immerging into political controverfy ; fosr

the fame year produced the Kxam'uier^ of

which Swift wrote thirty-three papers. Iri

argument he may be allowed to have the ad-

vantage ; for where a wide fyftem of con-

duct, and the whole of a pUblick character,

is laid open to enquiry, the accufer having

the choice of fad:s, muft be very unfkilful if

he does not prevail ; but with regard to wit,

1 . am afraid none of Swift's papers will -be

found equal to thofe by which Addifcn op-^

pofed him.

Early in the ne^t year he publifhed a Pro^

pofal for correUing^ improving^ and afcertGiri-^

ing the EngliJIj To?tgue^ in a Letter to the

Earl of Oxford • Written without much
Vol* hi. B h know-
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knowledge of the generalnature of language,

and .without any accurate enquiry 4nto: the

hiftory of other tongues. The certainty and

{lability which, contrary to all experienc^^.hc

thinks attainable, he propofes to fecure^by

inftituting an academy ; the decrees of which

every man would have been willing, and

many would have been proud to difobey,

and which, being renewed by fucceflive elec-

tions, would in a fhort time have differed

from itfelf.

He wrote the fame year a Letter to the Oc-

tober Cluh^ a number of Tory Gentlemen

fent from the country to Parliament, who
formed themfelves into a club, to the number

of about a hundred, and met to animate the

zeal and raife the expectations of each other.

They thought, with great reafon, that the

Minifters were lofmg opportunities ; that fuf-*-

ficient ufe was not made of the ardour of the

nation ; they called loudly for more changes,

and ftronger efforts ; and demanded the pu-

nifhment of part, and the difmifTion of the

reft, of thofe whom they coafidered as pub-

lick robbers*

Their
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P^^'^Mr eagernefs was not gratified by the

3^-Qkeeh, dr by Harley. The Queen was pro'-

!^'^%ably flow becaufe ihe was afraid, and Har-
"
'-ley was flow becaufe he was doubtful; he

X'-'Vas a tory only by neceffity, or for conve-

*^'-mience ; and when he had power in his hands,

^n^ad no fettled purpofe for which he fhould

.
'

'employ it ; forced to gratify to a certain de-

gree the Tories who fupported him, but un-
" willing to make his reconcilement to the

Whigs utterly defperate, he correfponded at

once with the two expectants of the Crown,

and kept, as has been obferved, the fucceflion

^^^"imdetermined. Not knowing what to do, he

^'^' did nothing ; and with the fate of a double-

- dealer, at laft he loft his power, but kept his

'^''•enemies.

Swift feems to have concurred in opinion

With the October Club ; but it was not in his

p^Weir to quicken the tardinefs bf Harley,

whom he ftimulated as much as he could, but

- with little efFe£t. He that knows not whi-
-: ther to go, is in no hafteto move. Harley,

-.-who was perhaps not quick by nature, became

yet more flow by irrefolution ; and was con-

tent to hear that dilatorinefs lamented as na-

B b 2 tural,
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tural, which he applauded in himfelf as po-

litick.

V/ithout the Tories, however, nothing'

Gould be done j and as they were not to be

gratified, they muft be appeafed ; and the

conduct of the Minifler, if it could not be

vindicated, was to be plaufibly excufed.

Swift now attained the zenith of his politi-

cal importance : he publiflied (171 2) the Con-

duB of the Allies^ ten days before the Par-

liament affembled. The purpofe was to per-

fuade the nation to a peace ; and never had

any writer more fuccefs. The people, vv^ho

had been amufed with bonfires and triumphal

proceffions, and looked with idolatry on the

General and his friends, who, as they thought

had made England the arbitrefs of nations,

were confounded between Ihame and rage,

when they found that mines had been exhauji-

ed^ and millions dejiroyed^ to fecure the Dutch

or aggrandize the emperor, without any ad-

vantage to ourfelves ; that we had been brib-

ing our neighbours to fight their own quar-

rel ; and that amongft our enemies we might

number our allies.

Thai:
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- That IS now no longer doubted, of which

the nation was then firft informed, that the

war was unneceflarily protracted to fill the

pockets of Marlborough ; and that it would

have been continued without end, if he

could have continued his annual plunder.

But Swift, I fappofe, did not yet know what

he has fmce written, that a <:ommiffion was

drawn which would have appointed him Ge-

neral for life, had it not become inefFediual by

the refolution of Lord Cowper, who refufed

the feal.

Whatever is received^ fay the fchools, is re-^

ceived inproportion to the recipient. The power
of a political treatife depends much upon the

difpofition of the people ; the nation was

then combuftible, and a fpark fet it on fire*

It is boafted, that between November and Ja-

nuary eleven thoufand were fold ; a great

number at that time, when we were not yet

a nation of readers. To its propagation cer-

tainly no agency of power or influence was

wanting. It furnifhed arguments for conver-

fation, fpeeches for debate, and materials for

parliamentary refolutions.--

B b 3 Yet,
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Yet, furely, whoever furveys this wofider-r-

working pamphlet with cool perufal, will

<:onfefs that its efficacy was fupplied by the

paflions of its readers ; that it operates by the

mere weight of fa(^s, with very little aflift,.

ance from the hand that produced them.

This year (171 2) he publiihed his Reflect

tions on the Barrier Treaty^ which carrjes on

the defign of his ConduSt of the Allies^ ajid

fhew§ how little regard in that negotiation

had been ihewn to the intereft of England,

and how much of the conquered country had

been demanded by the Dutch.

This was followed by "Remarks on the Bi^

fiop of Sarujns Introdu£lion to his third Volume

of the Hiftory of the Reformation ; a pamphlet

which Burnet publifhed as an alajm, to warn

the nation of the approach of Popery. Swift,

who feems to have difliked the Bifhop with

fomething more than political averfion, treats

Jiim like one whom he is glad of an opportu-

nity to infult,

Sv^ift, being now the declared favourite

and fuppofed confidant of the Tory Miniflry,

wia^
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wagtreuted by all that depended onthe Court

with the refpecSt which dependents know how
to -pay. He foon began to feel part of the

miiery of- greatnefs ; he that could fay he-

kiiew him, confidered, himfelf as having for-

tune in his power. Gommiffions, felicita-

tions, remonflrances, crowded about him;

he was expeded to do every man's bufmefs^

t(y procure employment for one, and to retain

it for another. In aflifting thofe who ad-

drefTed him, he reprefents himfelf as fiiffi-

ciently diligent ; and defires to have others

believe, what he probably believed himfelf,

that by his interpofition many Whigs of me-
rit, and among them Addifon and Congreve,

were continued in their placiss. - -But every

man of known influence has fo many peii^

tions which he cannat-igfant, >that he m'uft.

neceflarMy oifend more^than he gratifies;, be^^,

caufe the preference given-tro one afford? alt the-

reft 'a reafon for complaint. When r.gi'oe-

d'Wdy a place^ faid Lewis XIV. I make atk;

biindred difcontented^ and o?2C ungratcfuL

Much has been faid of the equality and

independence which he preferved in his con-

verfation with the Minifters, of the franknefs

B b4 pf
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of his remonftrances, and the familiarity of

his friendfhip. In accounts of this kind a

few fmgle incident3 are fet againft the general

tenour of behaviour. No man, however, can

pay a more fervile tribute to the Great, than

by fuffering his Uberty in their prefence to ag-

grandize him in his own efteem. Between

different ranks of the community there is ne-

ceiTarily fome diftance : he who is called by his

fuperior to pafs the interval, may properly ac-^

cept the invitation ; but petulance and obtru-^

fion are rarely produced by magnanimity ; nor

have often any nobler caufe than the pride of

importance, and the malice of inferiority. He
who knows himfelf neceffary may fet, while

that neceffity lafts, a high value upon himfelf

;

as,, in a lov/er condition, a fervant eminently

flcilful may be faucy ; but he is fancy only be-

caufe he is fervile. Swift appears to have pre-

ferved the kindnefs of the great when they

v/anted him no longer ; and therefore it muft

be allowed, that the childiih freedom, to which

he feems enough inclined, was overpowere4

by his better qualities.

His difmtereflednefs has been likewife men-

tioned ; a ftrain of heroifm, which would

have
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liave been in his condition romandck and fu-

perfluous. Ecclefiaftical beneiices, when they

become vacant, mull be given away; and

the friends of Power may, if there be no in-

herent difqualification, reafonably expert

them. Swift accepted (171 3) the deanery of

St. Patrick, the heft preferment that his

friends could venture to give him. That

Minlftry was in a great degree fupported by

the Clergy, who were not yet reconciled to

the author of the Tale of a Tub^ and would

not without much difcontent and indignation

have, born to fee him inftalled in an Engiifh

Cathedral.

He refufed, indeed, fifty pounds from

I^ord Oxford ; but he accepted afterwards a

draught of a thoufand upon the Exchequer,

which was intercepted by the Queen's death,

and which he refigned, as he fays himfelf,

miilta gemcnsy with many a groati.

In the midft of his power and his politicks,

he kept a journal of his vifits, his walks, his

interviews wdth Minifters, and quarrels with

his fervant, and tranfmitted it to Mrs. John-

son and Mrs. Dingley, to whom he knew

that
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that whatever befel himi was inteifefthig, and

no accounts could be too mintite, jWhetheni

thefe diurnal trifles were properly ,expofed:

to eyes which had. never .received' any

pleafure from the prefence of the Dean,

may. be reafonably doubted : .they have,

however, fome odd attra(5tion ; the reader,

finding frequent mention of names which

he has been * ufed to 'confider as import-

ant, goes on in hope ^ of information ; and,

as thet*6 is "nothing to fatigue - attention, if

he is difappointed he can hardly complain.

It 'fe eafy to perceive, from every page,

that though ambition preffed Swift into a

life of buftle, the wifh for a life of cafe

was always returning.

He went to take pofleffion of his deanery,

as foon as he had obtained it ; but he was

not fuffered to ftay in Ireland more than a

fortnight before he was recalled to England,

that he might reconcile Lord .Oxford and

Lord Bolingbroke, who began to look on one

another with malevolence, which every day

increafed, and which Bolingbroke appeared to

'

retain in his laft years,

• ' Swift
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Swift contrived an interview, from which

they both departed difcontented : he procured

a fecond, which only convinced him that the

feud was irreconcileable ; he told them his

opinion, that all was loft. This denunciation

was contradided by Oxford, but Bolingbroke

whifpered that he was right.

Before this violent diflenfion had fhattered

the Miniftry, Swift had pubhfhed, in the be-

ginning of the year (1714), The puhltck Spi-

rit of the Whigs^ in anfwer to ^he Crifis^ a

pamphlet for which Steele was expelled from

the Houfe of Commons. Swift was now fo

far alier>,ated from Steele as to think him no

longer entitled to decency, and therefore treats

him fometimes with contempt, and fometimes

with abhorrence.

In this.pamphlet the Scotch were mentioned

in .terms fo provoking to that irritable nation,

that, refolving not to be offended 'with impu-'

nity^ the Scotch Lords in a body demanded

an audience of the Queen, and folicited re-

paration. A proclamation was ifllied, in

which three hundred pounds was offered for

liifcovery of the author. From this ftorm

t he
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lie was, as he relates, femred by a jfleigh! ;

of what kind, or by whofe prudence, is not

known ; and iuch was the increafe of his re-

putation, that the '^zovCi^Nation applied again

that he would be theirfriend*

He was become fo formidable to the Whigs,

that his familiarity with the Minifters was da-?

monred at in Parliament, particularly by two

men, afterwards of great note, Aijlabie and

Walpole^

But, by the difunion of his great friends,

Ms importance and his defigns were now at

an end ; and feeing his fervices at laft ufelefs^

he retired about June (1714) into Berkihire^

where, in the houfe of a friend, he wrote

what was then fuppreiTed, but has fmce ap-^

peared under the title of Free l^hoiights on the

prefe?it State of Affairs,

While he was waiting in this retirement

for events which time or chance might bring

to pafs, the death of the Queen broke down

at once the whole fyftem of Tory Politicks

;

and nothing remained but to withdraw from

the
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t!i^ implacability of triumphant Whlggifoi,

and flielter himfelf in unenvied obfcurity.

The accounts of his reception in Ireland,.

given by Lord Orrery and Dr. Delany, are

fo different, that the credit of the writers,

both undoubtedly veracious, cannot be iaved,

but by fuppoling, what I think is true, that

they fpeak of different times. When Delany

fays that he was received with refped:, he

means for the firfl fortnight, when he came

to take legal poffeflipn ; and when lord Or-

rdry tells that -he was, pelted by the populace,

lie' is to be underiiood of the time Vv^hen,

after the Queen s death, he became a fettled

refident.

The Archbiihop of Dublin gave him at

lirft fome difturbance in the exercife of his

jurifdidion; but if was fooadifcovered, that

between prudence and integrity he was fel-

dom in the v/rong ; and that, when he was

right, his fpirit did not eafily yield to op-

pofition.

Having fo lately quitted the tumults of a

party and the intrigues of a courts they ftill

kept
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kept his thoughts in agitation, as the lea

fiuduates a while when the flonii has ceaf^d.

He therefore filled his hours with fome hif-

torical attempts, relating to the. Change^f the

Minifters and the ConduSf of the Minifiry,

He likewife is faid to have written a H'lfl&ry

of the Four Iqft Tears of i^ueen Anne^ which

he began in her lifetime, and afterwards la-

boured with great attention, but never puh-

lilhed. It was after his death in the hands

of Lord Orrery and Dr. King. A book

under that title was publifhed, with Swift's

name, by Dr. Lucas ; of which I can only

fay, that it feemed by no means to corre-

fpond with the notions that I had formed of

it, fx"om a converfation which I once heard

between the Earl of Orrery and ..<;^4
. J^r.

Lewis. "^'^'^
V;J^

Swift now, much againft his will, com-

menced Irifhman for life, and was to con-

trive how he might be bell accommodated

in a country where he confidered himfelF as

in a ftate of exile. It feems that his firft re-

courfe was to piety. The thoughts of death

yuihed upon him, at this time, with fiich in-

ceffant importunity, that they took palTeilion

of



, jpf his mind,- when, he iirfl: waked, £br many

"ir- --• ", .... -..r,^.i ,
* jjii. -Uli. i. ^ v^' vj'ii.'. .> a 1^:1-

^Hc:^ bfSn^# Ms teufe by a publick table

two days a week, and found his entertain-

V ments gradually frequented by more and

•'^'mdre vifitaiits of learning among the men,

and of elegance among the women. Mrs.

Johnfori had left the country, and lived in

?-' Ib'dgings not far from the deanery. On his

publick days ihe regulated the table, but ap-

|)elafed kt 4t as a mere gueft, like other

' "^Oii" other days he often dined, at a ftated
'

iMfcelJ^^ith -Mh Worral, a clergyman of

nis Cathedral, whofe houfe was recommended
by the peculiar neatnefs and pleafantry of his

wife. To this frugal mode of living, he
' was firft difpofed by care to pay fome debts

which he had contracted, and he continued

it for the pleafure of accumulating money.
His avarice, however, was not fufFered to

obftrud: the claims of his dignity ; he was
ferved in plate, and ufed to fay that he was

.

the pooreft gentleman in Ireland th|t eat up-

on
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on plate, and the richefl that Uved ^vlthout $
coach.

How he fpent the reft of his time, and

how he employed his hours of ftudj, has

been enquired with hopelefs curiofity. For

who can give an account of another's ftudies?

Swift was not likely to admit any to his pri^

vacies, or to impart a minute account of his

bufmefs or his leifure.

Soon after (1716), in his forty-ninth yeafj

he was privately married to Mrs. Johnfon

by Dr. Alhe, Bifhop of Clogher, as Dn
Madden told me, in the garden. The mar-

riage made iio change in their mode of life

;

they lived in different houfes, as before ; nor

did fhe ever lodge in the deanery but when

Sv/ift was feized with a fit of giddinefs. " It

*' would be difficult," fays Lord Orrery, " to

" prove that they were ever afterwards toge-*

^'* ther without a third perfon."

The Dean of St. Patrick's lived in a pri-

vate manner, -known and regarded only by

Jiis friends, till, about the year 1720, he, by

a pam-«
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a pamphlet, recommended to the Irlfh the life,

and confequently the improvement, of their

manufadure. For a man to ufe the produc-

tions of his own labour is furely a natural

right, and to like beft what'he makes himfelf

is a natural paffion. But to excite this paf-

fion, and enforce this right, appeared fo cri-

minal to thofe who had ,an intereft in the

Englifh trade, that the printer was insprifon-

ed ; and, as Hav/kefworth juilly obferves,

the attention of the publick being by this out-

rageous refentment turned upon the propofal,

the author was by confequence made popular.

In 1723 died Mrs. Van Homrigh, a wo-

man made unhappy by her admiration of wit,

and ignominioully diftinguifhed by the name

of Vanejfa^ whofe conduit has been already

fufEciently difcuffed, and whofe hiflory is

too well known to be minutely repeated.

She was a young w^oman fond of literature,

Vv^hom Tiecamis the Dean^ called Cadenus by

tranfpofition of the letters, took pleafure in

directing and inflrudting ; till, from being

proud of his praife, fhe grew fond of his

perfon. Swift was then about forty-feven,

at an age when vanity is ftrongly excited by

Vol. III. C c the
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the amorous attention of a young woman*

If it be faid that Swift fhould have checked a

palTion which he never meant to gratify, re-

courfe mull be had to that extenuation v>^hich

he fo much defpifed, men are but men : per-

haus however he did not at firft know his

own mind, and, as he reprefents himfelf^

was undetermined. For his admillion of her

eourtfhip, and his indulgence of her hopes after

his marriage to Stella, no other honeft plea can

be found, than that he delayed a difagreeable

difcovery from time to time, dreading the im-

mediate burfts of diflrefs, and watching for a

favourable moment. She thought herfelf ne-

gleded, and died of difappointment j having

ordered by her will the poem to be publifh-

ed, in which Cadenus had proclaimed her ex-

cellence, and confeiTed his love. The effedl

of the publication upon the Dean and Stella is

thus related by Delany.

" I have good reafon to believe, that they

" both were greatly fliocked and diftrelTed

" (though it may be diiferently) upon this

" occafion. The Dean made a tour to the

*' South of Ireland, for about two months^

^ at this time, to diflipate his thoughts, and

" give
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^' give ^lace to obloquy. And Stella retired

" (upon the earneft invitation of the owner)

" to the houfe of a cheerful, generous, good-

*' natiired friend of the Dean's, whom fhe

" alfo much loved and honoured. There my
" informer often faw her ; and^ I have rea-

" fon to believe, ufed his utmoft endeavours

" to relieve, fupport^ and amufe her, in this

*' fad fituation.

(C

" One little incident lie told me of, on

that occafion, I think I fhall never forget.

*' As her friend was an hofpitable, open-
*' hearted man, well-beloved, and largely

"' acquainted, it happened one day that fome
*' gentlemen dropt in to dihner, who were
*' ftrangers to Stella's fituation ; and as the

'^' poem of Cadenus and Vanejfa was then the

*' general topic of converfation, one of them
*' faid, ' Surely that VanelTa muft be an ex-

" traordinary woman, that could infpire the

" Dean to write fo finely upon her.' Mrs,
** Johnfon fmiled, and anfwered, "that fhe

^' thought that point not quite fo clear ; for

" it was well known the Dean could write

" finely upon a broomflick*"

G c 2 The
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The great acquifition of efteem and influ-

ence vv^as made by the Drapiers Letters in

1724. One Wood of Wolverhampton" in

StaiFordfiiire, a man enterprifmg and rapa-

cious, had, as is faid, by a prefent to the Bu-

chefs of Munfter, obtained a patent, empower-

ing him to coin one hundred and eighty

thoufand pounds of halfpence and farthings

for the kingdom of Ireland, in which there

was a very inconvenient and embarraffing,

fcarcity of copper coin ; fo that it" was poffi-

ble to run in debt upon the credit of a piece

of money ; for the cook or keeper of an ale-

houfe could not refufe to fupply a m.an that

had filver in his hand, and the buyer would

not leave his money without change.

The projed was therefore plaufible. The

fcarcity, which was already great. Wood took

care to make greater, by agents who gathered

up the old half-pence ; and w^as about to turn

his brafs into gold, by pouring the treafures

of his new mint upon Ireland, when Swift,

finding that the metal was debafed to an enor-

mous degree, wrote Letters, under the name of

M. B. Jjrapkr^ to fhev/ the folly of receiving,

and the mifchief that mufl enfue, by giving

eold
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gold and lilver for coin worth perhaps not a

third part of its nominal value,.

The nation was alarmed ; the new coin

was univerfally refufcd : but the governors of

Ireland confidered refiftance to the King's pa-

tent as highly criminal ; and one Whitfhed,

then Chief Juftice, who had tried the printer

of the former pamphlet, and fent out the

Jury nine times, till by clamouj: and menaces

they were frighted into a fpecial verdid:, now
prefented the Drapier^ but could not prevail

on the Grand Jury to find the bill.

Lord Carteret and the Privy Council pub-

lifhed a proclam.ation, offering three hundred

pounds for difcovering the author of the Fourth

Letter. Swift had concealed himfelf from his

printers, and trufted only his butler, who tran-

fcribed the paper. The man, immediately after

the appearance of the proclamation, llrolled

from the houfe, and flaid out all night, and

part of the next day. There was reafon enough

to fear that he had betrayed his mailer for the

reward ; but he came home, and the Dean

ordered him to put off his livery, and leave

the hpufe j
" for," fays he, " I know that my

C c q « life
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" life is in yoqr power, and I will not bear;^

" out of fear, either your infolence or negli-

*' gence." The man excufed his fault with

great fubmiffion, and begged that he might

be confined in the houfe while it was in his,

power to endanger his mafter ; but the Dean

refolutely turned him out, without taking

farther notice of him, till the term of in-

formation had expired, and then received

him again. Soon afterwards he ordered him

and the reft of the fervants into his prefence,

without telling his intentions, and bade them

take notice that their feilow-fervant was no,.

longer Robert the butler ; but that his inte-

grity had made him Mr. Blakeney, verger of

St. Patrick's ; an officer whofe income was be-

tween thirty and forty pounds a year : yet he>

fliill continued for fome years to ferve his 0I4

mafter as his butler.

Swift was known from this time by the ap-r

pellation of 'The Dean, He was honoured

by the populace, as the champion, patron,

and inftrudor of Ireland ; and gained fuch

power as, confidered both in its extent and

duration, fcarcely any man has ever enjoy-^

ed without greater wealth or higher ftation.

^ He



SWIFT, ' 39J

He was from this important year the oracle

of the traders, and the idol of the rabble, and

by confequence was feared and comted by all

to whom the kindnefs of the traders or the

populace was neceilary. The Drapier was a

fign ; the Drapier was a health ; and which

way foever the eye or the ear was turned,

fome tokens were found of the nation's gra^.

titude to the Drapier

^

The benefit was indeed great ; he had re-

fcued Ireland from a very opprefiive and pre-'

datory invafion ; and the popularity which he

had gained he was diligent to keep, by ap-

pearing forward and zealous on every oeca-

fion where the pubiick intereft v\^as fuppofed

to be involved. Nor did he much fcruple to

boall his influence ; for when, upon fome at-

tempts to regulate the coin, Archbiihop Boul-

ter, then one of the Juftices, accufed him of

exafperating the people, he exculpated him-

felf by faying, " If I had lifted up my finger,

*' they v/ould have torn you to pieces."

But the pleafure of popularity was foon

Interrupted by domeftic mifery. Mrs. john-

fon, whofe converfation was to him the great

C c 4 foftener
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foftener of the ills of life, began in the vear

of the Drapier's triumph to decline ; and two

years afterwards was fo wafted with fick-

nefs, that her recovery was confidered as

hopelefs.

Swift was then in England, and had been

invited by Lord Bolingbroke to pafs the win-

ter with him in France ; but this call of cala-

mity haftened him to Ireland, where perhaps

his prefence contributed to reftore her to im.-

perfed: and tottering health.

He was now fo much at eafe, that (1727)

he returned to England ; where he collecled

three volumes of Mifcellanies in conjundion

wdth Pope, who prefixed a querulous and

apologetical Preface.

This important year fent likewife into the

w^orld Guirwa-s Travels, aprodud;ion fo new

and ftrange, that it filled the reader with a

mingled emotion of merriment and amaze-

ment. It was received with fuch avidity,

that the price of the firft edition w^as raifed

before the fecond could be made ; it was read

by the high and the low, the learned and illi-

terate.
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tcrate. Criticifm was for a while loft in

wonder ; no rules of judgement were applied

to a book written in open defiance of truth

and regularity. But when diftincflions came-

to be made, the part which gave leaft plea-

fure was that which defcribes the Flying IJlatid^

and that v/hich gave m.ofc difguft muft be the

hiilory of the Houyhnhjims,

While Swift was enjoying the reputation

of his new work, the news of the king's death

arrived ; and he kiffed the hands of the new
King and Queen three days after their ac-

ceffion.

By the Queen, when fhe was Princeis, he

had been treated with fome diftindion, and

was wxU received by her in her exaltation

;

but Vv'^hether fhe gave hopes which ihe never

took care to fatisfy, or he formed expedta-

tions which iiie never meant to raife, the

event was, that he always afterwards thought

on her with malevolence, and particularly

charged her with breaking her promife of

fome medals v/hich fhe engaged to fend him.

I know
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I know not whether fhe had not, in her

turn, fome reafon for complaint. A Letter

was fent her, not fo much entreating as re-

quiring her patronage of Mrs. Barber, an in-

genious Irifhwoman, who was then begging

fubfcriptions for her Poems. To this Letter

was fubfcribed the name of Swift, and it has

all the appearances of his didion and fenti-

ments ; but it was not written in his hand,

and had fome little improprieties. When he

was charged with this Letter, he laid hold of

the inaccuracies, and urged the improbability

of the accufation j but never denied it : he

ihuffles between cowardice and veracity, and

talks big when he fays nothing.

He feemed defirous enough of recommen-

cing courtier, and endeavoured to gain the

kindnefs of Mrs. Howard, remembering

what Mrs. Mafham had performed in former

times ; but his flatteries were, like thofe of

the other wits, unfuccefsful ; the Lady either

wanted power, or had no ambition of poetical^

immortality.

He was feized not long afterv/ards by a fit

-of giddinefs, and again heard of the ficknels.

and
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and danger of Mrs. Johnfon. He then left

the houfe of Pope, as it feems, vdth very-

little ceremony, finding that two fick friends

cannot live together ; and did not write to him

till he found himfelf at Chefter.

He returned to a home of forrow : poor

Stella was fniking into the grave, and, after

a languifhing decay of about two months,

died in her forty-fourth year, on January 28,

1728. How much he wilhed her life, his

papers fhew ; nor can it be doubted that he

dreaded the death of her whom he loved moit,

aggravated by the confcioufnefs that himfelf

had haftened it.

Beauty and the power of pleafnig, the

greateft external advantages that woman can

defire or poflefs, were fatal to the unfortu-

nate Stella, The man whom fhe had the

misfortune to love was, as Delany obferves,

fond of fmgularity, and defirous to make a

mode of happinefs for himfelf, different from

the general courfe of things and order of Pro-

vidence. From the time of her arrival in Ire-

land he feems refolved to keep her in his power,

and therefore hindered a match fufiiciently ad-

van-
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vantageous, by accumulating unreafonable de-

mands, and prefcribing conditions that could

not be performed. While £he was at her

own difpofal he did not confider his pofTeffion

as fecure ; refentment, ambition, or caprice,

might feparate them ; he was therefore re-

folved to make ajjiirance double fiire^ and to

appropriate her by a private m.arriage^ to

which he had annexed the expedation of all

the pleafures of perfect friendfhip, without

the uneaiinefs of conjugal reftraint. But with

this ilate poor Stella was not fatisfied ; fhe

never was treated as a wife, and to the world

fhe had the appearance of a miftrefs.
.
She

lived fullenly on, in hope that in time he

would own and receive her ; but the time

did not come till the change of his manners

and depravation of his mind made her tell

him, when he offered to acknowledge her,

that it was too late. She then gave up herfelf

to forrowful refentment, and died under the

tyranny of him, by whom fhe was in th?

higheil degree loved and honoured.

What were her claims to this excentrick

tendernefs, by which the laws of nature were

violated to retain her, curiofity will enquire ;

but
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but how fhall it be gratified ? Swift was a

lover ; his teftimony may be fufpetled. De-

lany and the Irifh faw with Swift's eyes, and

therefore add Httle confirmation. That fhe

was virtuous, beautiful, and elegant, in a

very high degree, fuch admiration from fuch

a lover makes it very probable ; but flie

had not much literature, for Ihe could not

fpell her own language; and of her wit, fo

loudly vaunted, the fmart fayings which Swift

himfelf has colleded afford no fplendid fpe-

cimen.

The reader of Swift's Letter to a Lady on

.her Marriage^ may be allowed to doubt whe--

ther his opinion of female excellence ought

implicitly to be admitted \ for if his general

thoughts on women were fuch as he exhibits,

a very little fenfe in a Lady would enrapture,

and a very little virtue would aftonifh him.

Stella's fupremacy, therefore, was perhaps

only local ; fhe was great, becaufe her aiTo-

ciates were little.

In fome Remarks lately publifhed on the

Life of Swift, this marriage is menticried as

fabulous, or doubtful ; but, alas ! poor Stella,,
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as Dr. Madden told me, related her meian«

clioly ftory to Dr. Sheridan, when he attended

her as a clergyman to prepare her for death
;

and Delany mentions it not with doubt, but

only with regret. Swift never mentioned her

without a figh.

The reft of his life was fpent in Irelandj

in a country to which not even power almoft

defpotick, nor flattery almoft idolatrous
j

could reconcile him. He fometimes wifhed

to vifit England, but always found fome rea-

fon of delay. He tells Pope, in the decline

of life, that he hopes once more to fee him |

hut if not^ fays he, ive miijl part^ as allhiimmi

beings have parted.

After the death of Stella, his benevolence

Was contra6;ed, and his feverity exafperated 5

he drove his acquaintance from his table, and

wondered why he was deferted. But he con-

tinued his attention to the publick, and wrote

from time to time fuch directions, admoni-

tions, or cenfures, as the exigency of affairsj

in his opinion, made proper ; and nothing

fell from his pen in vain.

la
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III a fliort poem on the PrefbyterianSj

whom he always regarded with deteftation,

he bellowed one ftridure iipon Bettefworth,

a lawyer eminent for his infolence to the

clergy, which, from very confiderable repu-

tation, brought him into immediate and uni-

verfal contempt. Bettefworth, enraged at

his difgrace and' iofs, went to Swift, and de-

manded whether he was the author of that

poem ? " Mr. Bettefworth," anfwered he,

" I was in my youth acquainted with great

" lawyers, who, knowing my difpofition to

" fatire, advifed me, that, if any fcoundrel

'* or blockhead whom I had lampooned
" fhould afk, Are yon the author ofthispaper?
" I fhould tell him that I was not the author

;

" and therefore I tell you, Mr. Bettefworth,

" that I am not the author of tbefe lines."

Bettefworth was fo little fatisfied with this

account, that he publickly profeffed his refo-

lution of a violent and corporal revenge ; but

the inhabitants of St. Patrick's diftrid: em-
bodied themfelves in the Dean's defence.

Bettefworth declared in Parliament, that Swift

had deprived him of twelve hundred pounds

a year*

2 Sv/ift
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Swift v^as popular a while hy another

mode of beneficence. He fet afide feme

hundreds to be lent in fmall fums to the

poor, from five ihiUings, I think, to five

pounds. He took no mtereft, and only re-

quired that, at repayment, a fmall fee fhould

be given to the accomptant ; but he required

that the day ofpromifed payment ihould be ex-

actly kept. A fevere and pund:iiious temper

is ill qualified for tranfadtions with the poor;

the day was often broken, and the loan was

not repaid. This might have been eafily

forefeen ; but for this Swift had made no pro-

vifion of patience or pity. He ordered his

debtors to be fued. A fevere creditor has no

popular character; what then was likely to

be faid of him who employs the catchpoll

under the appearance of charity ? The cla-

miour againfl him was loud, and the refent-

ment of the populace outrageous ; he was

therefore forced to drop his fcheme, and own
the folly of expeding puudluality from the

poor.

His afperlty continually increafing, con-

demned him to folitude ; and his refentment

of folitude iharpened his afperity. He was

not,
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Slot, however, totally deferted-j fome men of

learningj and fome women of elegance, often

yifited him ; and he wrote from time to time

either verfe or profe ; of his verfes he will-

ingly gave copies, and is fuppofed to have felt

no difcontent when he faw them printed.

His favourite maxim was vive la bagatelle ;

he thought trifles a neeefiary part of life, and

perhaps found them neceifary to himfelf, It

ieems impoffible to him to be idle, and his

diforders made it difficult or dangerous to be

long ferioufly ftudious, or laborioufly dili-

gent. The love of eafe is always gaining

upon age^ and he had one temptation to

petty amufements peculiar to himfelf; what-

ever he did, he was fure to hear applauded ;

and fuch was his predominance over all that

approached, that all their applaufes were pro-

bably fmcere* He that is much flattered,

foon learns to flatter himfelf: we are com-

monly taught our duty by fear or fhame, and

how can they ad: upon the man who hears

nothing but his own praifc > ?

As his years increafed, his fits o£ giddinefs

and deafnefs grev/ more frequent, and his

Vol. IIL D d deafnefs
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deafnefs made converfation difficult ; they

grew likewife more fevere, till in 1736, as

he V7a:s writing a poem called T'be Legion

Cluh^ he was feized with a fit lb painful, and

fo long continued, that he never after thought

it proper to attempt any work of thought or

labour.

He was always careful of his money, and

was therefore no liberal entertainer ; but was

lefs frugal of his wine than of his meat.

When his friends of either fex came to him,

in expectation of a dinner, his cliftom was

to give every one a fhilling, that they might

pleafe themfelves with their provifion. At

lafl his avarice grew too powerful for his

kindnefs ; he would refufe a bottle of wine,

and in Ireland no man vifits where he cannot

drink.

Having thus excluded converfation, and

defifted from ftudy, he had neither bufmefs

nor amufement ; for having, by fom.e ridi-

culous refolution or mad vow, determined

never to wear fpecftacles, he could make little

Mfe of books in his later years : his ideas,

therefore.
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therefore, being neither renovated by dif-=

courfe, nor increafed by reading, wore gra-

dually away, and left his mind vacant to the

vexations of the hour, till at lail his anger

was heightened into madnefs.

He however permitted one book to be

publifhed, which had been the produd:ion of

former years ; Polite Converfatmi^ which ap-

peared in I
'J'^^'

The DireBiotts for Servants

v/as printed foon after his death. Thefe two

perforn^ances fhew a mind inceffantly atten-

tive, and, when it was not employed upon

great things, bufy with minute occurrences.

It is apparent that he mufl have had the

habit of noting whatever he obferved ; for

fuch a number of particulars could never

have been affembled by the power of re-

colledion.

He grew more violent ; and his mental

povv^ers declined till (1741) it was found ne-

ceiTary that legal guardians fhould be ap-

pointed of his perfon and fortune. He now

loft diftindion. His madnefs vs^as compound-

ed of rage and fatuity. The 1 aft face that

D d 2 he
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he knew was that of Mrs. Whiteway, and

her he ceafed to know in a little time. His

fneat was brought him cut into mouthfuls

;

hut he would never touch it while the fervant

ftaid, and at laft, after it had ftood perhaps

an hour, would eat it walking ; for he con-

tinued his old habit, and was on his feet ten

hours a-day.

Next year (1742) he had an inflammation

in his left eye, which fwelled it to the fize of

an egg, with boils in other parts ; he was kept

long waking with the pain, and was not

eafily reftrained by five attendants from tearing

©ut his eye.

The tumour at laft fubfided ; and a fhort

interval of reafon enfuing, in which he knew

his phyfician and his family, gave hopes of

his recovery ; but in a few days he funk into

iethargick ftupidity, motionlefs, heedlefs, and

ipeechlefs. But it is faid, that, after a year

of total filence, when his houfekeeper, on

the 30th of November, told him that the

ufual bonfires and illuminations were pre-

.

paring to celebrate his birth-day, he an-

fwered.
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fwered, It is all folly ; they had l)ctter let it

cilone.

It is remembered that he afterwards fpoke

now and then, or gave fome intimation of a

meaning ; but at laft funk into perfed: filence^

which continued till about the end of Odober

1744, when, in his feventy-eighth yearj h§

^^pired without a ftruggle.

D d 3 WHlEN
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WHEN Swift is confidered as' an autlior,

it is jull to eftimate his powers by their effeds.

In the reign of Queen Anne he turned the

llream of popularity againft the Whigs, and

muft be confefTed to have didated for a time

the poUtical opinions of the Enghfh nation.

In the fucceeding reign he delivered Ireland

from plunder and oppreffion ; and fhewed

that wit, confederated with truth, had fuch

force as authority was unable to refift. He
faid truly of himfelf, that Ireland ivas his

debtor. It was from the time when he firfl

began to patronize the Iriih, that they may
date their riches and profperity. He taught

them iiril to know their own intereft, their

weight, and their ftrength, and gave them

fpirit to ailert that equality with their fellow-*

fubjeds to which they have ever fmce been

making vigorous advances, and to claim thofe

rights which they have at lail eftablifhed.

Nor can they be charged with ingratitude to

their benefador ; for they reverenced him as

a guardian, and obeyed him as a didator.

In his works, he has given very different

fpecimens both of fentinient and expreffione

His
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His 'Tale of a Tub has little refemblance to

his other pieces. It exhibits a vehemence

and rapidity of mind, a copioufnefs of ima-

ges, and vivacity of didlion, fuch as he af-

terwards never pofTeffed, or never exerted.

It is of a mode fo diftindl and peculiar, that it

mufi: be confidered by itfelf ; what is true of

that, is not true of any thing elfe which he

ha« written.

In his other works is found an equable te-

nour of eafy language, which rather trickles

than flows. His delight was in fimplicity.

That he has in his works no metaphor, as

has been faid, is not true ; but his few meta-

phors feem to be received rather by neceffity

than choice. He ftudied purity ; and though

perhaps all his ftridures are not exad:, yet it is

not often that folecifms can be found ; and

whoever depends on his authority may gene-

nerally conclude himfelf fafe. His fentences

are never too much dilated or contracted ; and

it v/ill not be eafy to find any embarraflment in

the complication of his claufes, any inconfcr-

quence in his conneclions, or abruptnefs in his

tranfitions,

D d 4 His
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His ftyle was well fuitcd to his thoughts,

which are never fubtilifed by nice difquifi-

tions, decorated by fparkling conceits, ele-

vated by ambitious fentehces, or variegated

by far-fought learning. He pays no court

to the paffions ; he excites neither furprife

nor admiration ; he always underftands him-j

felf : and hj^ reader always underftands him ;

the perufer of Sv/ift wants little previous,

knowledge ; it will be fufficient that he is

acquainted with common words and comrnon

things ; he is neither required to mount ele-

vations, nor to explore profundities ; his pafr.

fage is always on a level, along folid ground^

without afperities, without obftrudion.

This eafy and fafe conveyance of meaning

It was Swift's defire ^to attain, and for having

attained he deferves praife, though perhaps

not the higheft praife. For purpofes merely

didadick, when fomething is to be told that

was not known before, it is the beft mode,

but againft that inattention by which known

truths are fulFered to He neglected, it makesi

no proyifion ; it inftruds, but does not per-^

fuade.

By his political education he was aflbciated

with the Whigs ; but he deferted them when

they
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they deferfed tlieir principles, yet without

running into the contrary extreme ; he con-

tinued throughout his Hfe to retain the difpo*

fition which he affigiis to the Chiirch-of-Eng-

land Man^ of thinking commonly with the

Whigs of the State, and "with the Tories of

the Church.

He was a churchman rationally zealous;

he defired the profperity, and maintained the

honour of the Clergy ; of the Diffenters he

4id not wifh to infringe the toleration, but he

pppofed their encroachments,

To his duty as Dean he was very atten-

tive. He managed the revenues of his

church with exad: ceconomy ; and it is faid

by Delany, that niore money was, under his

diredion, laid out in repairs than had ever

been in the fame time fince its firfl: erection.

Of his choir he was eminently careful ; and,

though he neither loved nor underftood mu-
fick, took care that all the fmgers were well

qualified, admitting none without the tefti-

mony of ikilful judges.

In his church he reftored the pradice of

weekly communion, and diftribiited the fa-

cramental
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cramePxtal elements in the moft folemn and

devout manner with his own hand. He
came to church every morning, preached

commonly in his turn, and attended the

evening anthem, that it might not be negli-

gently performed.

He read the fervice rather with a Jlrong

7iervous 'voice than In a graceful manner ; his

voice was Jharp and high-toned^ rather than

harmonious.

He entered upon the clerical ftate with hope

to excel in preaching ; but complained, that,

from the time of his political controverfies,

he could only preach pamphlets. This cenfure

of himfelf, if judgement be made from thofe

fermons which have been publifhed, was un-

jreafonably fevere.

The fufpicions of his irreligion proceeded

in a great meafiire fi'om his dread of hypocri-

fy ; inftead of v/ifhing to feem better, he de-

lighted in Teeming worfe than he was. He
v/ent in London to early prayers, lefl: he

fliould be feen at church ; he read prayers

to his fervants every morning with fiich dex^

terous
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terous fecrecy, that Dr. Delany was fix months

in his houfe before he knew it. He was not

only careful to hide the good which he did,

but willingly incurred the Hifpicion of evil

which he did not. He forgot what hinifelf

had formerly afferted, that hypocrify is lefs

mifchievous than open impiety. Dr. Delany,

with all his zeal for his honour, has jufdy con-

demned this part of his chara<5l:er.

The perfon of Swift had not many recom-

mendations. He had a kind of muddy com-

plexion, which, though he v*^afhed himfelf

with oriental fcrupulofity, did not look clear.

He had a countenance four ana fevere, which

he feldom foftened by any appearance of

gaiety. He ftubbornly refifled any tendency

to laughter,

To his domefiicks he was naturally rough ;

and a man of a rigorous temper, with that

vigilance of minute attention which his works

difcover, muft have been a mafter that few

could bear. That he was difpofed to do his

fervants good, on important occaficns, is no

great mitigation ; benefadion can be but rare,

aud tyrannick peevilhnefs is perpetual. He
did
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did not fpare the fervants of others. Once,

when he dined alone with the Earl of

Orrery, he faid, of one that waited in the

room, That man has, fince wefat to the table^

committed fifteen faults^ What the faults

were, Lord Orrery, from whom I heard the

llory, had not been attentive enough to dif-

cover. My number may perhaps not be

^xa6t.

In his (Economy he pra£lifed a peculiar and

offenfive parfnnony, without difguife or apo-

logy. The prad:ice of faving being once ne-

ceffary, became habitual, and grew firil ridi-

culous, and at laft deteftable. But his ava-

rice, though it might exclude pleafure, was

never fuffered to encroach upon his virtue.

He was frugal by inclination, but liberal by

principle ; and if the purpofe to which he

deftined his little accumulations be remember^

ed, with his diltribution of occafional charity,

it will perhaps appear that he only liked one

mode of expence better than another, and

faved merely that he might have fomething to

give. He did not grow rich by injuring his

fuccefTors, but left both Laracor and the

Deanery more valuable than he found them, ji

^With



S W 1 F T. 413

«—With all this talk of his covetoufnefs and

generofity, it fliould be remembered that he

was never rich. The revenue of his Dean-

ery was not much more than {cyqu. hundred a

year.

His beneficence was not graced with ten-

dernefs or civility ; he relieved without pity,

and affiiled without kindnefs, fo that thofe

who were fed by him could hardly love him.

He made a rule to hlmfelf to give but one

piece at a time, and therefore always llored his

pocket with coins of different value.

Whatever he did, he feemed willing to do

in a manner peculiar to himfelf, without fuf-

iiciently confidering that fmgularity, as it im-

plies a contempt of the general pradice, is a

kind of defiance which juftly provokes the

hoftility of ridicule ; he therefore who indulges

peculiar habits is worfe than others, if he be

not better.

Of his humour, a ilory told by Pope may
afibrd a.fpecimen.

u Dr.
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* " Dr. Swift has an odd, blunt way, tKat

*' is millaken, by ftrangers, for ill-nature*

*' —^'Tis fo odd, that there's no defcribing it

" but by fads. I'll tell you one that firft

" comes into my head. One evening, Gay
and I v/ent to fee him : you know how in-

timately we were all acquainted. Cn our

coming in, ' Heyday, gentlemen (fays the

Do£tor), what's the meaning of this vifit?

How came you to leave ail the great Lordst,

^ that you are fo fond of, to come hither to

" fee a poor Dean ?'—Becaufe we would ra-

" ther fee you than any of them..
—

' Ay, any

" one that did not know fo well as I do,

" might believe you. But Imce you are

" com_e, I mufi: get fome fupper for you,

" I fuppofe.' No, Dod:or, we have fupped

" already.
—

' Supped already ? that's im.pof-

" fible I why, 'tis not eight o'clock yet.

—

" That's very ftrange ; but, if you had not

'' fupped, I mull have got fomething for

*^ you."—Let me fee, w^hat fbould I have

" had ? A couple of lobflers ; ay, that would
*^ have done very well ; two ftiiliings—tarts,

" a {hilling : but you will drink a glafs of

^' wine with me, though you fupped. fo much

* Spence.

*' before
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*' before your ufiial time only to fpare my
" pocket ?'—No, we had rather talk with you
*' than drink with you.—' But if you had

" fupped with me, as in all reafon you ought

*' to have done, you muft then have drunk

" with me.—A bottle of wine, two fliiflings

«« —two and two is four, and one is five :

" juft two-and-fix-pence a-piece. There,

" Pope, there's half a crown for you, and
*' there's another for you. Sir ; for I won't

*' fave any thing by you, I am determined.'—

-

*' This was all faid and done with his ufual

" ferioufnefs on fuch occafions ; and, in fpite

*' of every thing we could fay to the con-

*' trary, he actually obliged us to take ths

•^ money."

In the intercourfe of familiar life, he in--

dulged his difpofition to petulance and far-

cafm, and thought himfelf injured if the

licentioufnefs of his railleiy, the freedom of

his cenfures, or the petulance of his frolicks^

was refented or reprelTed. ' He predominated

over his companions with very high afcend-

ency, and probably would bear none over

whom he could not predominate. To give

him advice was, in the ftvle of his friend De-

t lany.
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tomary fuperiorlty foon grew too delicate for*

truth; and Swift, with all his penetration^

allowed himfelf to be delighted with low

flattery.

On all common occafions, he habitually

affedts a ftyle of arrogance, and di<^tes ra-*

ther than perfuades. This authoritative and

magifterial language he expedled to be re-

ceived as his peculiar mode of jocularity ; but

tie apparently flattered his own arrogance by

an afliimed imperioufnefs, in which he was

ironical only to the refentful, and to the fub-

miffive fufficiently ferious.

He told ftories with great felicity, and de-

lighted in doing what he knew himfelf to do

well. He was therefore captivated by the

refped:ful filence of a fteady liftener, and told

the fame tales too often.

He did not, however, claim the right of

talking alone ; for it was his rule, when he

had fpoken a minute, to give room by a

paufe for any other fpeaker. Of time, on all

occafions, he was an exadt computer, and

2 knew
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knew the minutes required to eveiy common,

operation.

It may be juftly fuppofed that there was in

iiis converfation, what appears fo frequently

in his Letters, an affectation of familiarity

with the Great, an ambition of momentary

equality fought and enjoyed by the negled: of

thofe ceremonies w^hich cuftom has eftablifhed

as the barriers between one order of fociety

and another. This tranfgreffion of regularity

was by himfelf and his admirers termed great-

nefs of foul. But a great mind difdains to

hold any thing by courtefy, and therefore

never ufurps what a lawful claimant may take

away. He that encroaches on another's dig-

nity, puts himfelf in his power ; he is either

repelled with helplefs indignity, or endured

by clemency and condefcenfion.

Of Swift's general habits of thinking if his

Letters can be fuppofed to afford any evi-

dence, he was not a man to be either loved

or envied. He feems to have waited life in

difcontent, by the rage of negled:ed pride,

and the languifhment of unfatisfied defire.

Vol. m. E e He
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He is querulous and faftidious, arrogant and

malignant ; he fcarcely fpeaks of himfelf but

with indignant lamentations, or of others but

with infolent fuperiority when he is gay, and

with angry contempt when he is gloomy.

From the Letters that pafs between him and

Pope it might be inferred that they, with

Arbuthnot and Gay, had engrofled all the

underflanding and virtue of mankind, that

their merits filled the world ; or that there

was no hope of more. They fhew the age

involved in darknefs, and fhade the picture

with fullen emulation.

When the Queen's death drove him into

Ireland, he might be allowed to regret for a

time the interception of his views, the ex-

tin6tion of his hopes, and his ejed:ion from

gay fcenes, important employment, and

Iplendid friendfhips ; but when time had en-

abled reafon to prevail over vexation, the

complaints, which at firfl were natural, be-

came ridiculous becaufe they were ufelefs.

But queruloufnefs was now grown habitual,,

and he cried out when he probably had ceafed

to ' feel. His reiterated wailings perfuaded

8 Bolingbroke
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Bolingbroke that he was really willing to quit

his deanery for an Englifh parilh ; and Bo-

lingbroke procured an exchange, which was

rejeded, and Swift ftill retained the plcafure

of complaining*

The greateil difficulty that occurs, In ana-"

lyfmg his charader, is to difcover by what

depravity of intelled: he took delight in re-^

volving ideas, from which almoft every other

mind fhrinks with difguft. The ideas of

pleafure, even when criminal, may folicit

the imagination ; but what has difeafe, de-

formity, and filth, upon which the thoughts

can be allured to dwell ? Delany is willing

to think that Swift's mind was not much
tainted with this grofs corruption before his

long vifit to Pope. He does not confider

how he degrades his hero, by making him at

fifty-nine the pupil of turpitude, and liable

to the malignant influence of an afcendant

mind. But the truth is, that Gulliver had

defcribed his Yahoos before the vifit, and he

that had formed thofe images had nothing filthy

to learn,

E e 2 I have
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I have here given the charader of Swift as

he exhibits himfelf to my perception ; but

now let another be heard, who knew him

better ; Dr. Delany, after long acquaints

ance, defcribes him to Lord Orrery in thefe.

terras

:

" My Lord, when you confider Swift's

" fmgular, pecuhar and moft variegated

" vein of wit, always rightly intended (al-

" though not always fo rightly directed),

'* delightful in many inftances, and falutary,

*' even where it is moil ofFenfive ; when you
" confider his ftrid: truth, his fortitude in re-

*' fifting oppreflion and arbitrary power ; his

" fidelity in friendihip, his fmcere love and
*' zeal for religion, his uprightnefs in making
" right refolutions, and his fceadinefs in ad-

*' hering to them ; his care of his church, its

*' choir, its oeconomy, and its income ; his

*' attention to all thofe that preached in his

" cathedral, in order to their amendment in

" pronunciation and ftyle ; as alfo his re-

" markable attention to the intereft of his

'' fucceiTors, preferably to his own prefent

" emoluments ; invincible patriotifm, even

to
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" to a country which he did not love ; his

*' very various, well-devifed, well-judged,

*' and exteniive charities, throughout his

^^ life, and his whole fortune (to fay nothing

" of his wife's) conveyed to the fame Chrift-

" ian purpofes at his death j charities from
*' which he could enjoy no honour, advan-

'' tage or fatisfadion of any kind in this

" world. When you confider his ironical

*' and humorous, as well as his ferious fchemes,

" for the promotion of true religion and vir-

" tue ; his fuccefs in foliciting for the Firil

" Fruits and Twentieths, to the unfpeakable

*' benefit of the eilablilhed Church of Ireland

;

*' and his felicity (to rate it no higher) in

*' giving occafion to the building of fifty new
** churches in London.

" All this eonfidered, the charader of his

*' life will appear like that of his writings
;

*' they will both^ bear to be re-confidered and

" re-examined with the utmofl attention,

*' and always difcover new beauties and es^*

*^^ ceilences upon every examination.

E e 3
" They
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" They will bear to be confidered as the

" fun, in which the brightnefs will hide the

" blemifhes ; and whenever petulant igno-
*' ranee, pride, malice, malignity, or envy,

" interpoies to cloud or fully his fame, I will

" take upon me to pronounce that the eclipfe

" will not laft long.

" To conclude—^no man ever deferved
" better of any country than Swift did of
"

his. A fteady, perfevering, inflexible

" friend ; a wife, a watchful, and a faithful

" counfellor, under many fevere trials and
"

bitter perfecutions, to the manifeft hazard

" both of his liberty and fortune.

" He lived a bleffing, he died a benefac-

" tor, and his name will ever live an honour
" to Ireland,"

IN
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I N the Poetical Works of Dr. Swift there

is not much upon which the critick can exer-

cife his powers. They are often humorous,

almoft always light, and have the qualities

which recommend fuch compolitions, eafinefs

and gaiety. They are, for the mod part

what th^ir author intended. The didion is

corredt, the numbers are fmooth, and the

rhymes exadt. There feldom occurs a hard-

laboured expreflion, or a redundant epithet

;

all his verfes exemplify his own definition of

a good ftyle, they confift of proper words in

proper places.

To divide this Colledion into clafles, and

Oiew how fome pieces are grofs, and fome

are trifling, would be to tell the reader what

he knows already, and to find faults of which

the author could not be ignorant, who cer-

tainly wrote often not to his judgement, but

Jiis humour.

E e 4 It



424 SWIFT.
It was faid, in a Preface to one of the Irifh

editions, that Swift had never been known to

take a fnigle thought from any writer, an-

cient or modern. This is not literally true ;

but perhaps no writer can eafily be found that

has borrowed fo little, or that in all his ex-

cellences and all his defects has fo well

maintained his claim to be confidered as

criginal.

BROOME.
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BROOME.
TXrILLIAM BROOME was bom in

Chefliire, as is faid, of very mean
parents. Of the place of his birth, or the

firft part of his hfe, I have not been able to

gain any rntelligence. He was educated upon

the foundation at Eaton, and was captain of

the fchool a whole year, without any va-

^cancy, by which he might have obtained a

fcholarlhip at King's College. Being by this

delay, fuch as is faid to have happened very

rarely, fuperannuated, he was fent to St,

John's College by the contributions of his

friends, Vv^here he obtained a fmall exhi-

bition.

At his College he lived for fome time in

the fame chamber with the well-known Ford,

by
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by whom I have formerly heard him defcrib-^

ed as a contraded fcholar and a mere verli-

fyer, unacquainted with life, and unfkilful in

converfation. His addition to metre was

then fuch, that his companions familiarly

called him Poet. When he had opportu-

nities of mingling W^ith mankind, he cleared

himfelf, as Ford likewife owned, from great

part of his fcholaftick ruft.

He appeared early in the world as a tranf-

lator of the Iliads into profe, in conjundion

with Ozell and Oldifworth. How their feve-

ral parts were diftributed is not known.

This is the tranflation of which Ozell boafted

as fuperior, in Toland's opinion, to that of

Pope : it has long fince vanifhed, and is now
in no danger from the criticks.

He w^as introduced to Mr. Pope, who

was then viiiting Sir John Cotton at Ma-
dingley near Cambridge, and gained fo much

of his efteem, that he was employed, I be-

lieve, to make extrads from Euftathius for

the notes to the tranflation of the Iliad ; and

in the volumes of poetry publiihed by Lintot,

, commonly
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commonly called Popes Mijcellanies^ many of

bis early pieces were inferted.

Pope and Broome were to be yet more

clofely connected. When the fuccefs of the

Iliad gave encouragement to a verfion of the

Odyjfey^ Pope, weary of the toil, called Fen-

ton and Broome to his affiftancej and, taking

only half the work upon himfelf, divided the

other half between his partners, giving four

books to Fenton, and eight to Broome. Fen-

ton's books I have enumerated in his Life;

to the lot of Broome fell the fecond, fixth,

eighth, eleventh, twelfth, fixteenth, eighteenth,

and twenty-third, together with the burthen

of writing all the notes.

As this tranflation is a very important

event in poetical hiftory, the reader has a

right to know upon what grounds I eftablifh

my narration. That the verfion was not

wholly Pope's, was always known : he had

mentioned the affiftance of two friends in

his propofals, and at the end of the work

fome account is given by Broome of their

different parts, which however mentions only

five books as written by the coadjutors ; the

fourth



42^ BROOME.
fourth and twentieth by Fenton ; the fixth,

the eleventh, and the eighteenth by himfelf

;

though Pope, in an advertifement prefixed

afterwards to a new volume of his -M'-orks,

claimed only twelve. A natural curiofity,

after the real ccndud of fo great an under-

taking, incited me once to enquire of Dr.

"Vs^arburton, who told me, in his warm lan-

guage, that he thought the relation given in

the note a lie ; but that he was not able to

afcertain the feveral fhares. The intelligence

which Dr. Warburton could not afford me,

I obtained from Mr. Langton^ to whom Mr,

Spence had imparted it.

The price at Vv^hich Pope purchafed this

affiftance was three hundred pounds paid to

Fenton, and five hundred to Broome, with

as many copies as he wanted for his friendsj

which am-ounted to one hundred more. The

payment made to Fenton I know but by

hearfay ; Broome's is very diftinclly told by

Pope, in the notes to the Dunciad.

It is evident, that, according to Pope':?

own eftimate, Broome was unkindly treated.^

If four books could merit three hundred

7 pounds^
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pounds, eight and ail tlie notes, equivalent at

ieafl to four, had certainly a right to more

th^n fix.

Broome probably coniidered hinifelf as

injured, and there- was for fome time more,

than coldnefs between |li^l:p.i ^nd his employer.

He always fpoke of Pope as too much a

lover of money, and Pope purfued him with

avowed hoftility ; for he not only named him
difrefpedfully in the Dimciad^ but -quoted

him more than once in the Bathos^ as a pro-

ficient in the Art of Sinking; and in his

enumeration of the different kinds of poets

diftinguifhed for the profound, he reckons

Broome among the Parrots laho repeat ano-

ther s 'words in fiich a hoarfe odd tone as makes

them feem their o-wn. I have been told that

they were afterwards reconciled ; but I am
afraid their peace was without friendfhip.

He afterwards publifhed a Mifcellany of

Poems, which is infertecl, with corredlions,

in the late compilation.

Pie never rofe to very high dignity in the

church. He was fome time rector of Stur-

Hon
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fton in Suffolk, where he married a wealthy

widow ; and afterwards, when the King vi-

fited Cambridge (1728), became Doctor of

Laws. He was (in Auguft 1728) prefented

by the Crown to the rectory of Piilham in

Norfolk^ which he held with Oakley Magna in

Suffolk^ given him by the Lord Cornwallis, to

whom he was chaplain, and who added the

vicarage of Eye in Suffolk ; he then refigned

Pulham, and retained the other two.

Towards the clofe of his life he grew again

poetical, and amufed himfelf with tranllating

Odes of Anacreon, which he publilhed in the

Ge7itlemans Magazine^ under the name of

Chejler,

He died at Bath, November 1 6, 1 745, and

was buried in the Abbey Church.

Of Broome, though it cannot be faid that he

was a great poet, it would be unjuft to deny

that he was an excellent verfifyer ; his lines are

fmooth and fonorous, and his didion is fele(St

and elegant. His rhymes are fometimes un-

fuitable ; in his Mela?icholy he makes breath

rhyme
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rhyme to birth in one place, and to earth in.

another. Thofe faults occur but feldom ; and

he had fuch power of words and numbers as

fitted him for tranflation ; but, in his origi-

nal works, recoIled:ion feems to have been

his bufinefs more than invention. His imi-

tations are fo apparent, that it is part of his

reader's employment to recall the verfes of

fome former poet. Sometimes he copies the

moft popular writers, for he feems fcarcely

to endeavour at concealment ; and fometimes

he picks up fragments in obfcure corners.

His lines to Fenton,

Serene, the fling of pain thy thoughts beguile.

And make afflidlions objefls of a fmile;

brought to my mind fome lines on the death

of Queen Mary, written by Barnes, of whom
I Ihould not have expected to find an imi-

tator ;

But thou, O Mufe, whofe fweet nepenthean

tongue

Can charm the pangs of death with deathlefs

fong

;

C2ir\^ fiinging plagues with eafy thoughts beguile.

Make pains and tortures ohje^s of afmiie.

To
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To deted: his imitations were tedious ancj

ufelefs. What he takes he feldom makes

worfe ; and he cannot be juftly thought a

mean man whom Pope chofe for an aflbciate,

and whofe co-operation was confidered by

Pope's enemies as fo important, that he was

attacked by Henley with this kidierous dif-

tich

:

Pope came ofF clean with Plomer ; but they

fay

Broome went before, and kindly fwept the way*

END OF THE THIRD VOLUME.
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